LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on
May 20, 2013
at the Department of Administration,
Conference Room B - Second Floor,
One Capitol Hill, Providence, Rl 02908

Members Attending: Kristen Chin, Phyllis Humphrey, Shirley Long, Joan Ress
Reeves, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, Carol Terry, Tom Viall

Members absent: Regina Connor, Ed Garcia, Bart Hollingsworth, Mark McKenney, Ken
Findlay, Phyllis Lynch, Joan Retsinas

Attending for OLIS: Howard Boksenbaum, Karen Mellor

Guests: Monica Dzialo, Nominated for the Board; Catherine McMahon, Dept. of
Administration, Central Business Office; Walter Dzialo

Reporting: Karen Mellor, Rose Ellen Reynolds
Materials Distributed:
None.

. WELCOME
Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:20 p.m.

Il. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE April 22, 2013, MEETING

The minutes from the April 22, 2013, meeting were incomplete; Chair Viall proposed
postponing approval until the next meeting.

lll. REPORT OF THE CHAIR:

The Chair attended National Library Legislative Day in Washington on May 7-8 and
felt it was a successful mission. The RI delegation included Board Members Joan
Ress Reeves, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Ed Garcia, Phyllis Humphrey, and Mark
McKenney, OLIS staff member Donna DiMichele, and RI Library Association
President Eileen Dyer.

IV. CHIEF LIBRARY OFFICER’S REPORT
Chief Library Officer Howard Boksenbaum reported on OLIS projects and activities.

The Chief will be retiring on June 30, 2013. In preparation for his retirement, he met
with Department of Administration Director Richard Licht on May 14 for an exit



interview. During the meeting, the Director indicated support for the state aid grant
programs to libraries that OLIS administers and the work the agency does.

OLIS Staffing

The interview team has submitted its recommendation to Human Resources for the
Assistant Administrative Officer position at OLIS. 165 applications were received, 10
candidates were interviewed. The projected start date for the new staff member is
early to mid-June.

OLIS Federal Funding

OLIS has met its federal match and maintenance of effort for the federal IMLS grant
and has met the requirements for the 2013 federal grant. It is currently unknown
what the grant for 2014 will be.

OLIS and Social Media

In the recent 2013 State of America’s Libraries Report by American Library
Association, OLIS ranked Number 33 on the list of the Most Social Media Friendly
State Libraries for 2013. The State Library of Virginia ranked as Number 1.

Kids Reading Across RI

The Summer Reading program will kick off on June 1 from 1-4 pm at the State
House with the fourth annual Kids Reading Across RI celebration. This year’'s book
is Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Li. The author will conduct a writing
workshop in the morning at the Dept. of Administration, and then will speak during
the afternoon program at 2:30. The Chief encouraged board members to attend this
popular event.

Summer Reading Program

OLIS staff member Cheryl Space has been working with the Rl Department of
Education on a collaborative summer reading program with Rl schools. RIDE
Commissioner Deborah Gist is interested in developing a methodology to measure
how well schools do in reaching summer reading goals. OLIS and RIDE are working
to include participation in OLIS’s Summer Reading Program as part of that measure.
The Commissioner is inviting representatives of the winning schools to participate in
a skydiving event with her.

RELAIS

A new version of RELAIS, the software that enables borrowing between library
consortia, was launched on May 13. Thanks to the extensive testing conducted by
OLIS staff member Chaichin Chen and the LORI committee, the launch was
seamless.

Talking Books Plus

OLIS staff member Karen Mellor reported that the National Library Service is shifting
magazine service over from analog cassettes to digital cartridges. Previously
members did not have to return the magazines on cassettes, but now will have to



return magazines on cartridges because of the expense of the cartridges. This
represents a change in user behavior and will increase TBP work during the
transition as TBP staff will need to call patrons to remind them to return the
magazine cartridges.

The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted.

Motion to approve: Rose Ellen Reynolds
Seconded by: Mary Ann Slocomb
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Standards Committee

VI.

A. Standards Review Committee

Tom Viall reported on behalf of the Committee. There will be a hearing on the new
Minimum Standards for Rl Public Libraries on Thursday, May 30, at 9:30 am.
Members of the Board were encouraged to attend. Depending on the outcome of
the hearing, the standards, which were accepted by the Library Board at the April
Meeting, will go into effect in July 2013; public libraries will need to comply with the
standards on July 1, 2014.

B. Legislative Committee

Rose Ellen Reynolds, Chair, reported that there were no substantive developments
this past month on library legislation in the 2013 General Assembly. Howard
Boksenbaum reported that he had testified at the hearing for S137 and that that
legislation had been held for further study. S137 would provide for new library
grants to assist in funding library operations, enhancing library collections, and
aiding interlibrary cooperation (particularly to offset the costs of lending library
materials to other libraries) but the bill does not include additional funding.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. National Library Legislative Day.
Joan Reeves reported that the delegation visited representatives of
Congressmen Cicilline and Langevin. The delegation met in person with
Senators Reed and Whitehouse. Joan reported that Chair Viall did an especially
excellent job of representing the board and the role of libraries in a meeting with
Senator Reed. OLIS staff member Donna DiMichele attended a White House
briefing on library issues on behalf of the Chief Library Officer.

B. Hiring a new Chief Library Officer
Tom Viall reported progress in the selection process for a new Chief Library
Officer. Department of Administration director Richard Licht has met with
Howard. Tom received an answer to his letter to Mr. Licht. The Library Board
will participate in the hiring process and there will be a committee of members.
Details will be forthcoming.



VII. NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business

VIll. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

IX. FUTURE MEETINGS
Next meeting is scheduled for June 17. This is an important meeting to discuss public
comment and there will be a vote on the Standards.

X. Adjournment
Moved by: Joan Ress Reeves
Seconded by: Mary Ann Slocomb

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.



