
LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
April 22, 2013 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 

 
Members Attending:  Kristen Chin, Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis Humphrey, Phyllis 
Lynch, Joan Ress Reeves, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, Tom Viall 
 
Members absent:  Regina Connor, Ed Garcia, Mark McKenney, Ken Findlay, Shirley 
Long, Joan Retsinas, Carol Terry 
 
Attending for OLIS:  Howard Boksenbaum, Donna DiMichele, Karen Mellor 
 
Guests:  Brigitte Hopkins, West Warwick Public Library; Louise Bright 
 
Reporting:  Donna DiMichele 
 
Materials Distributed:  
 
None 
 
I. WELCOME 

Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:19 pm. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE February 25, 2013, MEETING 

The minutes from the February 25, 2013 meeting were unanimously approved with 
one clarification. 
 
Moved by:   Joan Ress Reeves 
Seconded by:    Rose Ellen Reynolds 

 
 
III. REPORT OF THE CHAIR: 
 
The 2013 NLLD is scheduled for May 7 and 8, 2013, in Washington, D.C.  
 
The Chair welcomed Louise Bright, a prospective member of the Board. Ms. Bright has 
been nominated to the Board by the governor and is awaiting a Senate confirmation 
hearing, which is not yet scheduled. 
 
The Chair reminded Board members that they need to file their ethics reports. 
 



 
 
IV. CHIEF LIBRARY OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
Grant-in-Aid 
Central Falls grant-in-aid application is complete. 
 
OLIS Budget 
The Supplemental Budget gives OLIS a small increase. The funds will be used to 
purchase covered OLIS-LORI Delivery bins in keeping with recommendations from the 
LBRI Committee on Delivery. 
 
The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted. 
 
Motion to approve: Rose Ellen Reynolds  
Seconded by:   Bart Hollingsworth 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Standards Committee 
 

A. Standards Review Committee 
Tom Viall reported on behalf of the Committee. Tom distributed a written report by 
Brigitte Hopkins, Chair, for the Committee. Work continues on a draft of the new 
Minimum Standards for RI Public Libraries.  

 
B. Legislative Committee 
Rose Ellen Reynolds, Chair, reported. H5550, AN ACT RELATING TO LIBRARIES -
- STATE AID TO LIBRARIES, which would have removed endowment funding from 
the state aid formula, was withdrawn. 
 
H5552 (S 137) AN ACT RELATING TO LIBRARIES -- OFFICE OF STATE 
LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES had no activity. 

 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Brigitte Hopkins reported on the work of the ad hoc Standards Review Committee that 
resulted in the draft of new standards that was distributed to the Board with the April 
meeting announcement. Hard copies were available at the meeting as well. 
 
The Committee first met November 1, 2012, when it was presented with a draft of new 
standards by OLIS.  The Committee reviewed both the draft and the previous (2000) 
Standards to make sure nothing was missing.  The Committee was especially careful to 
ensure that the new standards would cover everything and that the new standards 
would all be measurable.   
 



The Philosophical Statement and the Principles set out in the previous standards 
needed only minor revision.   
 
The number of standards was reduced from 56 to 24. 
 
The Committee devised and administered a survey, which was distributed February 27, 
2013, via Survey Monkey to the OLIS, RILA, and SLRI mailing lists and noted on the 
OLIS website.  The Committee also held 2 stakeholder meetings – one in Cranston in 
the evening of March 21, 2013, and one in Jamestown on March 25, 2013, in the 
morning.  The survey received 79 responses, and the meetings attracted 20 attendees. 
The Committee reviewed and considered input from the survey and the meetings in 
preparation of the final draft. 
 
Donna DiMichele has been meeting with Peter Dennehy of the Department of 
Administration legal office to determine the procedure for adopting the new standards if 
the draft is approved. 
 
Motion to approve the new standards:  Joan Ress Reeves 
Second:  Rose Ellen Reynolds 
 
Following discussion, which included questions about how libraries will know when they 
comply, whether the new standards are more difficult than the prior standards, and 
whether OLIS plans to offer education and training about the new standards, the 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Following the vote, the members present were consulted about a date and time for the 
hearing and May 29, 2013 at 9:30 am was selected.  The final date will be set in 
consultation with Department of Administration Legal Office and announced widely as 
soon as it is determined. 
 
VII. New Business 
 There was no new business. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 
Next meeting of the Library Board is scheduled for Monday, May 20, 2013. 
 
X. Adjournment 
Moved by:   Mary Ann Slocomb 
Seconded by: Phyllis Humphrey 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 
 


