
LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
February 25, 2013 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 
Members Attending:  Regina Connor, Ed Garcia, Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis 
Humphrey, Shirley Long, Rose Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, Tom Viall 
 
Members absent: Mark McKenney, Kristen Chin, Ken Findlay, Phyllis Lynch, Joan 
Ress Reeves, Joan Retsinas, Carol Terry 
 
Attending for OLIS: Donna DiMichele, Karen Mellor 
 
Guests: Eileen Dyer, President, Rhode Island Library Association (RILA); Kathryn 
Taylor, Director, Westerly Public Library; Richard Constantine, Westerly Public Library, 
Board of Trustees; and Dale Thompson, Director, Providence Public Library 
 
Reporting:  Donna DiMichele 
 
Materials Distributed:  
 
OLIS Monthly Report for December 2012, AskRI statistics, Report from the Chair of the 
Standards Committee 
 
I. WELCOME 

Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:20 p.m. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE January 14, 2013, MEETING 

The minutes from the January 14, 2013, meeting were unanimously approved with 
one correction. 
 
Moved by:   Bart Hollingsworth 
Seconded by:    Rose Ellen Reynolds 

 
 
III. REPORT OF THE CHAIR: 
Howard Boksenbaum, Chief Library Officer, is on schedule to return from a second 
medical leave (unrelated to the previous medical leave) to work on Monday, April 1. 
Howard has announced his plan to retire at the end of the state fiscal year. Board 
members were invited to volunteer to participate on a search committee that would 
make recommendations to the Department of Administration about candidates for the 
position. 
 



RILA Library Legislative Awareness Day 
The Chair attended RILA Library Legislative Awareness Day on February 6 at the State 
House. OLIS staff participated with a tabletop exhibit and flyers. Brian Jones, Rhode 
Island Library Report, attended and interviewed many of the librarians who staffed 
exhibits. Mr. Jones also interviewed some legislators. 
 
Coalition of Library Advocates (COLA) 
The COLA Annual Meeting on February 12 at the State House included a speech by a 
vibrant Renee Hobbs, Director of the Harrington School of Communication and interim 
Director of the URI GSLIS. COLA awarded its Sweetheart of the Year award to State 
Representative Joy Hearn and State Senator David Bates, Co-Chairs of the Karla Harry 
Commission on Libraries in Rhode Island. 
 
National Library Legislative Day (NLLD) 
The 2013 NLLD is scheduled for May 7 and 8, 2013, in Washington, D.C. The Chair 
encourages members of the Board to participate. Register for the program online. 
Contact Donna DiMichele by the end of April if you are planning to attend. 
 
IV. CHIEF LIBRARY OFFICER’S REPORT 
Karen Mellor presented the Chief Library Officer’s report on behalf of Howard 
Boksenbaum. Howard is recovering from surgery. He will be retiring at the end of the 
2013 fiscal year. A celebration in his honor will be planned. Volunteers to assist in 
planning are welcome. 
 
OLIS move 
No changes since the last report.  
 
OLIS Staffing 
More than 100 applications were submitted for the position of Assistant Administrative 
Officer. After the Human Resources Division has completed processing the 
applications, OLIS will receive them and can schedule interviews with selected 
candidates. 
 
Grant in Aid 
Central Falls grant in aid application is incomplete. 
 
OLIS Budget 
The Supplemental Budget gives OLIS a small increase. The funds will be used to 
purchase covered OLIS-LORI Delivery bins in keeping with recommendations from the 
LBRI Committee on Delivery. 
 
Federal sequestration will have an impact on OLIS. Members of the Board urged OLIS 
to not cut Delivery services if the reduction in federal funds requires cuts in OLIS 
services. 
 
Library Conferences 



Since the January meeting, Karen Mellor, Donna DiMichele, and Chaichin Chen 
attended the HELIN Conference on January 16. Karen attended “Convergence and 
Community Conference: Preparing future Workers for a New Knowledge Network of 
Libraries, Newsrooms, Studios and Agencies” at the Harrington School of 
Communication and Media on January 17. Karen and Chaichin participated in the Gates 
Foundation’s and COSLA1 and Global Libraries Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
OLIS is hosting a Library Directors’ Meeting on February 28 at Warwick Public Library. 
A Web Makers Meeting on March 6 will feature a presentation by Tom Guertin, Chief 
Digital Officer. 
 
The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted. 
 
Motion to approve: Regina Connor 
Seconded by:   Mary Ann Slocomb 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Standards Committee 
 

A. Standards Review Committee 
Tom Viall reported on behalf of the Committee. Tom distributed a written report by 
Brigitte Hopkins, Chair, for the Committee. Work continues on a draft of the new 
Minimum Standards for RI Public Libraries.  

 
B. Legislative Committee 
Rose Ellen Reynolds, Chair, reported on H5550, AN ACT RELATING TO 
LIBRARIES -- STATE AID TO LIBRARIES (would alter the funding formula for state 
aid to local libraries), in which retraction of endowment based grant in aid over a two 
year period is proposed. Senator Donna M. Nesselbush is expected to submit a 
Senate companion to the House bill. 
 
In addition, Rose Ellen reported that Representative Joy Hearn introduced H5552 
AN ACT RELATING TO LIBRARIES -- OFFICE OF STATE LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SERVICES (would provide for library assistance grants to assist in 
funding library operations, enhancing library collections and aiding interlibrary 
cooperation), which seeks to reimburse public library net lenders in the LORI 
network. Senator Louis P. DiPalma introduced S137, the Senate companion bill. 
 
C. 21st Century Committee 
Bart Hollingsworth, Committee Chair, reported no further action from the Committee. 
He noted that the report previously distributed to the Board showed no trends in 
Rhode Island libraries. The Committee has no future activity planned. 
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VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
The chair reported that there was nothing new to report about filling Board vacancies. 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
Tom Viall opened discussion about forming an LBRI Search Committee to support the 
Department of Administration in hiring a Chief Library Officer to replace Howard 
Boksenbaum after Howard’s retirement. Board members were asked to contact Tom if 
they were interested in participating in such a committee. 
 
Phyllis Humphrey announced that the School Librarians of Rhode Island Conference is 
scheduled for Friday, March 8, 2013, and Renee Hobbs, founding director of the URI 
Harrington School of Communications, will be the keynote speaker. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Several individuals made statements about H5550. Kathryn Taylor gave a statement 
about how the grant benefits Westerly Public Library and what would be lost if the funds 
were no longer available.  Dale Thompson made a statement about how a loss of the 
grant would affect the ability of Providence Public Library to operate and the fact that 
although it serves as a public library, the grant is its only public source of funding. Eileen 
Dyer said that RILA is closely following all library legislation and has engaged a lobbyist. 
She said that anyone is welcome to attend RILA meetings or to otherwise communicate 
with RILA about legislative issues. 
 
IX. FUTURE MEETINGS 
Next meeting of the Library Board is scheduled for Monday, March 18, 2013. 
 
X. Adjournment 
Moved by:   Ed Garcia 
Seconded by: Mary Ann Slocomb 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 
 
  


