
LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on 
 October 22, 2012, 

at the Department of Administration, 
Conference Room B - Second Floor, 

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 
Members Present: Tom Viall, Chair; Phyllis Humphrey, Shirley Long, Joan Ress 
Reeves, Joan Retsinas, Rose Ellen Reynolds, and Carol Terry 
 
Members Absent: Kristen Chin, Regina Connor, Kenneth Findlay, Ed Garcia,  
Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis Lynch, Mark McKenney, Alison Peirce, Mary Ann 
Slocomb, and Ruth Sullivan 
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS):  
Howard Boksenbaum, Debbie Cullerton, and Donna DiMichele  
 
Reporting: Debbie Cullerton 
 
Chair Tom Viall called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 
 
Materials Distributed:    
OLIS Monthly Report for October 2012 
Minutes from the September 24, 2012, meeting 
Charge to the Ad-Hoc Standards Review Committee - Draft 
  
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
The Chair welcomed attending Library Board members and OLIS staff.  
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 24 MEETING 
The minutes from the September 24, 2012 meeting were unanimously approved with 
minor corrections. 
 
Motion:  Joan Ress Reeves 
Second: Rose Ellen Reynolds 
 
III. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – Tom Viall 
 
Tom reported on the reception to honor Senator Jack Reed on October 21 at the 
RISD Fleet Library from 4 – 6 p.m. Because of flight problems the Senator was 
delayed at National Airport and consequently unable to attend. There was 
nonetheless a good turnout of approximately 150 people .Senator Reed was 
awarded a Life Membership in American Library Association (ALA), the 
Association’s highest honor, and a Crystal Apple Award from the American 
Association of School Librarians. 



 
IV. CHIEF LIBRARY OFFICER’S REPORT – Howard Boksenbaum  
 
OLIS Budget 
Howard remains cautiously optimistic about the 2014 state budget including OLIS, 
the resource sharing grants, and construction reimbursement. The federal situation, 
however, is looking dim. Emily Sheketoff, director of ALA’s Washington Office, is 
very pessimistic, predicting significant cuts to IMLS’ budget. Others are more 
optimistic, feeling that when the smoke clears after the election, things will look 
pretty much as they do now. 
 
OLIS Move 

 Reconfiguration of the fourth floor of the Powers Building proceeds with priority 
being given to enlargement of the director’s suite. OLIS has had to move 5 people, 
including the staff of Talking Books Plus, Donna DiMichele, and Jeremy Cutler, into 
temporary quarters in the west end of the fourth floor. The rest of OLIS staff will have 
to move as well. The OLIS library is likely to be moved into smaller quarters.  Neither 
a timeline nor an ultimate destination has been determined. 

 
      COSLA 

Howard reported on his trip to Lexington, Kentucky, for the meeting of the Chief 
Officers of State Library Agencies.  
 
Summer Reading Program 
Howard praised Cheryl Space, who has streamlined the process of supporting local 
libraries in their participation in the statewide Summer Reading Program. 
 
Talking Books Plus 
Beauty of Humanity Movement by Camilla Gibb is this year’s Reading Across Rhode 
Island selection.  Absent from the National Library Service catalog, it would have 
been unavailable to Talking Books Plus patrons. OLIS has consequently contracted 
with Perkins School for the Blind to record it to NLS standards.  TBP users will now 
have access to 25 copies and it will also be available for downloading. 
 
 
Protecting the Past – RI – Donna DiMichele 
Donna reported on the national Connecting to Collections Exchange sponsored by 
IMLS.  OLIS’ Protecting the Past project is part of the Connecting to Collections 
program.  Donna gave a short presentation to the Exchange on what Rhode Island 
has done with dPlan to make it into RI.dplan.  
 
OLIS Monthly Statistical Report – Howard Boksenbaum  
Howard presented the monthly report, explaining that the AskRI utilization statistics 
are yet a work in progress. 



 
 The report of the Chief Library Officer was unanimously accepted 

Motion: Joan Retinas 
     Second:  Rose Ellen Reynolds 
  

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Legislation - Rose Ellen Reynolds 
 
The Committee will spring into action after the elections. 

 
21st Century Committee – Bart Hollingsworth 
 
No report 
 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Standards Ad-Hoc Committee – Tom Viall 
 
The Committee consists of: 

• Aaron Coutu – Cumberland Public Library 
• Tom Viall – Library Board of Rhode Island Chair 
• Ken Findlay – Library Board of Rhode Island  
• Ed Garcia – Library Board of Rhode Island 
• Brigitte Hopkins – West Warwick Public Library, Chair of the Committee 
• Joan Ress Reeves – Library Board of Rhode Island 
• Howard Boksenbaum – Chief Library Officer of OLIS 
Donna DiMichele of OLIS will act as staff to the Committee. 

 
On behalf of the Committee, Tom presented the following charge for the Board’s 
approval: 
 
Whereas, chapters 3.1-1 of RIGI. 29-6-3 include among the powers and duties of the 
Library Board, “…to adopt and require enforcement of standards and regulations for 
public library services.”, and 
 
Whereas, one of those standards: Minimum Standards for Rhode Island Public 
Libraries was last reviewed, revised and approved on September 18, 2000; and 
 
Whereas, those revisions recommended frequent review and revision of the 
standards; and 
 
Whereas, at the Library Board of Rhode Island’s May 21, 2012, meeting the Board 
accepted a plan by OLIS to conduct a review and recommend revisions to the 



Standards and at the September 24 meeting voted to form, an Ad-Hoc committee to 
review the Standards. 
 
Now therefore, the Library Board of Rhode Island charges the Standards Review 
Committee with the following tasks: 

• Review the extant Minimum Standards of Rhode Island Public Libraries and 
the 2013 Draft revision of the same prepared by OLIS staff 

• Gather input from stakeholders, through meetings, online forums, surveys or 
other means. 

• Prepare a final draft for review by the Library Board of Rhode Island. 
• Offer a report of the standing of that draft at the January 2013 meeting of the 

Library Board of Rhode Island 
 
The charge to the Minimum Standards Review Committee was unanimously 
approved.  
 
Motion:  Shirley Long 
Second: Rose Ellen Reynolds 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None. 
 
IX. FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
The next Board meeting will be held on November 19, 2012, at the Department of 
Administration Powers Building, Conference Room B. 
 
Tom Viall noted that in the OLIS Monthly Report it is reported that Debbie Cullerton 
is retiring, and that the Board was going to miss her a great deal. The Board 
acknowledged all the support that she has given over the years. 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT. 
 

Moved by:   Rose Ellen Reynolds 
Seconded by:   Kristen Chin 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  
 


