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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
Monday, November 21, 2011 

Draft Minutes 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held 
 November 21, 2011 

at the Department of Administration,  
Conference Room B - Second Floor,  

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 
Members Present: Tom Viall, Chair, Regina Connor, Ed Garcia, Bart Hollingsworth, 
Phyllis Humphrey, Shirley Long, Mark McKenney, Joan Ress Reeves, Rose Ellen 
Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, Carol Terry, Ruth Sullivan 
 
Members Absent: Kristen Chin, Kenneth Findlay, Phyllis Lynch, Alison Peirce  
and Joan Retsinas  
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS):  
Howard Boksenbaum, Debbie Cullerton, Donna DiMichele and Karen Mellor 
 
Observers: Donna Good and Joanne Gongoleski from Narragansett High School  
 
Reporting: Debbie Cullerton 
 
Materials Distributed:  
Minutes of the September 19, 2011 meeting. 
Minutes of the October 17, 2011 meeting. 
Draft of OLIS 5-year plan 
 
Chair Tom Viall convened the meeting at 4:27 p.m. 
 
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
 
Tom welcomed Donna Good and her student teacher Joanne Gongoleski from 
Narragansett High School.  
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
  
The minutes from the September 19, 2011 and October 17, 2011 
were unanimously adopted. 

 
Moved By:   Rose Ellen Reynolds 
Seconded By:    Joan Ress Reeves  
 
III. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – Tom Viall  
 
Tom wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving and expressed his thankfulness that 
Central Falls is progressing toward a solution to its library problems. 
 
Tom attended the COLA annual program, which this year was entitled “Who Pays 
the Piper” and featured a talk by Howard Boksenbaum. 
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IV. CHIEF LIBRARY OFFICER’S REPORT - HOWARD BOKSENBAUM  
 
Tiverton 
Tiverton passed a referendum authorizing $7 million of bonds to build a new library. 
They have $4 million dollars more to raise before they can begin.  OLIS is prepared 
to reimburse up to 50% of allowable costs, which would amount to approximately $4 
million. 
  
John G. Lorenz Award 
Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Census was awarded a John G. 
Lorenz award to Lauren Miklovic, Howard Boksenbaum and the State of Rhode 
Island for getting the Public Library Statistics Cooperative data in to the Bureau of 
the census and accepted on time. 
 
Public Library Annual Reports 
All of the public libraries have submitted their annual reports. Grant-in-aid awards 
have been approved for all but three. 
 
Central Falls has a five year plan to return to compliance with all of the minimum 
standards. On that basis, as soon as the new Board is in place, OLIS can authorize 
a grant-in-aid.  Meanwhile, Central Falls –looks to be back in OSL December first, 
which will provide residents with all of the library privileges enjoyed by Rhode 
Islanders except accessibility from their hometown library, which is expected to be 
ready December 19. 
 
East Providence Library has had some difficulty getting all its paperwork in and in 
order arising from the tardiness of their fiscal year change – November 1, as 
opposed to July 1 elsewhere in RI. 
 
West Warwick and Pawtucket are working on letters requesting waivers of 
maintenance of effort so that they might also receive their grants-in-aid. 
 
The grants-in-aid to institutional libraries are also complete with grants going to the 
School for the Deaf and to the Department of Corrections.  A correction has been 
running two libraries in every security – a law library and a public library -- and is 
hoping to merge them into one each. Corrections are also planning to finally list the 
library as a separate item in their budget. 
 
Protecting the Past - RI 
Donna DiMichele announced that PreserveRI, has hired Theresa Woodmansee to 
replace Eileen Warburton as project manager.  
 
Facebook for OLIS 
OLIS has launched a facebook page at facebook.com/olisri 
 
COSLA 
Howard attended the annual meeting of the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies 
meeting in Santa Fe October 24 -26. 
  
Gates Foundation 
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Karen Mellor attended a conference on building capacity in state library agencies 
sponsored by the Gates Foundation at their new campus in Seattle.  

  
The report of the Chief Library Office was unanimously approved 
 
Moved By:   Bart Hollingsworth  
Seconded By:    Ed Garcia  
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 
A. Legislation –  Rose Ellen Reynolds 

No significant activity.  
 

B. 21st Century Skills – Bart Hollingsworth 
Howard and Tom have asked Bart Hollingsworth to head to consider OLIS 
role in promoting the 21st Century Skills in libraries. Recommendations for 
members are welcome. 

 
      VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
      BroadBand RI  

BBRI has a new website at broadband.ri.gov. Pilot classes are completed and 
declared a success.  Classes attracted an average of 10 students per instructor at 
Cranston Public Library and at Providence Community Library in, Rochambeau and 
Fox Point. The BBRI team is now evaluating the experience. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
OLIS Long Range Plan 
Howard distributed a draft paper copy of an OLIS 5-year plan framework.  A more 
polished edition will be distributed with the minutes for consideration of approval at 
the December meeting. 
 
David Macksum 
Tom mentioned that David Macksum will be retiring next month. Since his great 
support to libraries over the many past years, Tom would like to see the Board give 
him a certificate of appreciation. The Board, not wanting to set a precedent, 
declined, suggesting that Board members wish David well individually. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
  
IX. FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
The next meeting of the Board will be held on December 19, 2011, at the 
Department of Administration, Conference Room B. 
 
X. ADJOURN  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.  


