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LIBRARY BOARD OF RHODE ISLAND 
Monday, October 27, 2008 

 MINUTES 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Library Board of Rhode Island was held on  
October 27, 2008 at 4:15 p.m. at the Department of Administration,  
Conference Room B, Second Floor, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908 
 
Members Present:  Chair, Mark McKenney, presiding, Regina Connor, Ed Garcia,  
Bart Hollingsworth, Phyllis Humphrey, Leslie McDonough, Joan Ress Reeves, Rose 
Ellen Reynolds, Mary Ann Slocomb, and Thomas Viall 
 
Members Absent:  William Allen, Mary Cummings, Peter Deekle, Shirley Long, 
Ruth Sullivan, and Joshua Teverow 
 
Present from the Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS):  
Howard Boksenbaum, Debbie Cullerton, Donna DiMichele, and Karen Mellor  
 
Observers:   Dale Thompson, Providence Public Library, Alfred Arsenault, Johnston, 
R.I., New England Tech 
 
Reporting: Debbie Cullerton 
 
Materials Distributed: 
 

1. Agenda 
2. Draft Minutes of September 15, 2008 meeting 
3. Providence Journal article written by Christopher LaRoux 
4. Organization Chart of Office of Library & Information Services (September 

2008) 
5. OLIS Staff Positions and Descriptions (October 2008) 
6. OLIS Activity Report 
7. OLIS:  How We Make It Work 
8. AskRI Update and Statistics Report 
9. RI Library Network Standards 
10. COSLA Legislative Action Plan 2008-2009 
11. Comparison of Wording - RI Rules and Regulations for Licensing for 

Hospitals 
12. MBLC Takes a Stand on Question 1 Article 
13. Printout of Powerpoint Presentation on “RI Library Networks; a consortium of 

consortia” and “LBRI reporting requirements” 
  
The meeting convened at 4:20 p.m. 

  
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Mark McKenney welcomed Board Members and observers.  
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II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
Joan Ress Reeves challenged several elements of the way the minutes are reported. 
Ms Reeves questioned the need for William Allen to continuously be marked as an 
absent member when he officially has resigned as a member of the Library Board. Mark 
McKenney reminded the Board that members serve until replaced via a Gubernatorial 
appointment approved by the Senate; hence Mr. Allen, despite his resignation, is still a 
member of the Library Board. She also suggested that the minutes might be more a 
simple summary of highlights of issues; that there is no need for as thorough rendering 
of issues taken up by the board as have been presented; especially vis a vis sensitive 
comments.  
 
The minutes of the September 15, 2008 meeting were amended and approved. 
Motion made by Joan Ress Reeves – Seconded by Bart Hollingsworth 
Unanimously approved 
 
III. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – MARK MCKENNEY 
 
The Chair reported on the progress of seeking new appointees to complete the Board. 
He also expressed a hope of revitalizing committees and liaisons to partner agencies as 
the Board neared a full complement.  
 
Mark McKenney passed around copies of letters received from Joan Retsinas of COLA 
that were directed to the Department of Health and the Department of Corrections 
expressing COLA’s concern that libraries in the Department of Health, Eleanor Slater 
Hospital and the Newport Naval Hospital have closed, endangering access to 
information for and in those agencies. 
 
IV. CHIEF LIBRARY OFFICER’S REPORT - HOWARD BOKSENBAUM 
 
BRISTOL PUBLIC LIBRARY OPENING 
The Grand Opening took place on Sunday, October 19th. Mr. Boksenbaum and Karen 
Mellor spoke on behalf of the state.  
 

OLIS BUDGET AND PERSONNEL  
Mr. Boksenbaum summarized new materials prepared for the Department of 
Administration that he also presented as handouts: 

• Organization Chart of Office of Library & Information Services (September 2008) 
• OLIS Staff Positions and Descriptions (October 2008) 

Mr. Boksenbaum reported that of the five current vacant positions, he has permission to 
fill only the Library Program Manager I position. By the end of this fiscal year or early in 
the next, however, he is confident that OLIS will be able to fill all of the vacancies. Mr. 
Boksenbaum also reported on budget restrictions and the difficulties we will have in 
FY2010 meeting the federal LSTA maintenance of effort. OLIS’ budget will be cut. So 
far grants-in-aid for public library services, including the construction and renovation 
reimbursement program seem to be level funded again in FY2010.  
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KARLA HARRY SUBCOMMITTEE 
The Karla Harry Commission subcommittee on the structure and funding of public 
libraries, which Mr.  Boksenbaum chairs, has made some recommendations about 
consolidation of library services to the Library Directors' Meeting on October 15th. Focus 
groups for library directors will be meeting in November to discuss these 
recommendations. 
 
V. UPDATES AND REPORTS 
 
ASKRI – Karen Mellor 
Ms Mellor distributed information packets to Board Members containing news, updates, 
and statistics about AskRI. Ms. Mellor gave an overview of the progress that has been 
made. The new aspects of the service, including tutor.com, world book and a selection 
of EBSCO databases are up and working. Responses have been very favorable. A 
launch event is being planned for mid November with plans to invite the Governor. The 
Board will be notified when plans are finalized. 
 
RI RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR LICENSING FOR HOSITALS – Donna 
DiMichele and Mary Ann Slocomb 
 
Ms Slocomb reported that the RI Department of Health has proposed new wording of 
hospital regulations with important ramifications for hospital libraries. She then 
explained the differences between the original wording and the new version and an 
alternative version that ARISHL (the Association of RI Health Sciences Libraries) is 
proposing. She then provided an explanatory handout. Donna DiMichele recounted her 
testimony to a “community review” by the Health Department supporting ARIHSL’s 
position. 
  
PROTECTING THE PAST – Donna DiMichele 
Ms. DiMichele’s played a video presentation by IMLS that explained the importance of 
the project. In the interest of time, Howard Boksenbaum recommended that the 
overview of the DPLAN originally scheduled to follow the presentation be held over till 
the next Library Board meeting so other agenda items could be addressed by the 
Board.  The chair subsequently moved the agenda.  
 
VI. A CHALLENGE – COMMITTEES AND LIAISONS 
 The Chair proposed two resolutions: 

 
• Resolution:  The chair may, at his discretion, designate or appoint such 

liaisons as might be appropriate from the Board to other library or library 
advocacy organizations such as the Karla Harry Commission, ARIHSL, 
CRIARL, COLA, RILA, RIEMA, etc. 

 
Mark McKenney moved approval of the resolution – Seconded by Bart Hollingsworth 
Unanimously approved 
 

• Resolution: There will be an ad hoc committee of the Board that will 
investigate the logistics of interlibrary loan and interlibrary delivery and report 
to the Board in six months regarding the current state of the art with 
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recommendations for improvement.  The committee will comprise both 
members of the Board and non-members. Tom Viall will chair the ad hoc 
committee 

 
Mark McKenney moved approval of the resolution – Seconded by Mary Ann Slocomb 
Unanimously approved 
 
Mark McKenney then discussed the need for Committees to be renewed. Standing 
committees are, Public Relations, Planning & Budget and Legislation. He asked Library 
Board members to let the Chair know of their particular interest. He also explained that 
non-board members could also be on committees if interested. 
 
VII. ORIENTATION CONTINUED – “RI LIBRARY NETWORKS, A CONSORTIUM 

OF CONSORTIA” and “LBRI REPORTING REQUIREMENTS” 
 
In the interest of time, The Chair suggested this item be held over to the next meeting. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None.  
 
IX.  FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
Next meeting of the Board is tentatively scheduled for November 27, 2008  
 
X.    ADJOURN  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 


