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RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL PRESERVATION & HERITAGE COMMISSION 

November 18, 2009 
 
I. MEMBERS PRESENT 
 Mr. Robert Goff 
 Ms. Patrice O'Malley Hagan 
 Mr. Michael Hebert, NR Review Board 
 Mr. Karst Hoogeboom 
 Dr. Patrick Malone 
 Dr. Ronald Onorato 
 Mr. Jared L. Rhodes, Chief of Statewide Planning representing Kevin Flynn 
 Dr. Patricia Rubertone 
 Mr. Frederick C. Williamson, Chairman & SHPO 
STAFF PRESENT 
 Dr. Richard Greenwood, Deputy Director 
 Mr. Jeffrey Emidy, Project Review Coordinator 
 Ms. Mercedes Monteiro, National Register Assistant 

Ms. Charlotte Taylor, Staff Archaeologist 
GUESTS 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 Mr. Robert E. Cusack 
 Mr. John Grosvenor, AIA 
 Mr. Bradford Kopp 
 John P. Leyden, State Building Commissioner 
 Dr. E. Pierre Morenon  
 Mr. J. Michael Saul, Interim Executive Director, EDC 
 Dr. Michael Sullivan, Director DEM 
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II. AGENDA 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:35 A.M. 
  
2. Minutes of October 14, 2009 
 
 On a motion by Mr. Hoogeboom, seconded by Mr. Goff, the Commission unanimously 
 
VOTED to approve the Minutes of October 14, 2009. 
 
3. Director's Report (provided by Dr. Greenwood in Mr. Sanderson’s absence.) 
 
 a)  Commission member Mr. Bradford Kopp has submitted his resignation from the 
Commission in light of his move to Bermuda. 
 

b) The next Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday December 9. 
 
4.  RI Ocean Special Area Management Plan & Deepwater Wind proposed development 
   
            Dr. Greenwood and Ms. Taylor made a short presentation for informational purposes on 
the current status of the Commission staff’s involvement in the development of an Ocean SAM 
Plan by the RI Coastal Resources Management Council and a proposed wind farm. The SAM 
plan is intended to provide guidance on managing offshore resources, including cultural 
resources. The CRMC is developing the plan in part so that it will provide guidance in the 
process of permitting offshore activities such as wind farms.  Staff consultation with the CRMC 
planners began earlier this year and the work on the cultural resources component of the plan is 
currently underway.   
 
 A separate but concurrent development is the proposal by the private company 
Deepwater Wind to construct a wind farm in state waters off the southeast shore of Block Island. 
 The proposal includes five to eight turbines approximately three miles offshore and arranged in 
a curve parallel to the shoreline. They would each employ a base platform on lattice legs and 
stand 80 meters above the surface at the hub of the turbine. Dr. Greenwood described how the 
initial analyses completed for the development indicate that the turbines will be visible from 
many locations on the island, indicating the need to conduct a more detailed analysis of the 
potential visual effect the turbines may have on the island’s many historic resources.  Of most 
obvious concern is the effect on the setting of the South East Light, a National Historic 
Landmark and on the Spring House, a National Register-listed property for which the 
Commission holds a scenic easement.  Ms. Taylor outlined the potential impacts to below-
surface resources that would result from the construction of the turbines and the associated 
cables feeding Block Island and the mainland. The waters off Block Island are sensitive for 
shipwrecks and possible Paleo and Early Archaic Native American sites that predate the area’s 
inundation. Therefore, the staff will need to analyze the findings of  the archaeological survey 
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currently underway and determine what additional investigations may be needed to assess 
potential impacts. 
  
5.   National Register of Historic Places 
 
 Final Approval 
 
 Hopkins Hollow Historic District, Coventry and West Greenwich 
 Dr. Greenwood presented an overview of the district as documented by the Public 
Archeology Lab in the National Register nomination. Located in western Coventry with a small 
portion extending into West Greenwich, the district contains 109 contributing buildings, 
structures and sites (and 23 non-contributing buildings) spread across 2000 acres of farmland, 
woodland, ponds and bogs. Hopkins Hollow is significant as a historic cultural landscape that 
exemplifies the settlement, agricultural development and maintenance of a rural area from 1728, 
when colonial settlement began, through the mid-20th century. The survival of this rural 
character reflects the efforts of Edward Arnold, who acquired much of the district in early 20th 
century and in 1923 established the Greene Company to manage the land and its resources.  The 
district is significant at the local level under Criterion A for its associations with the history of 
Coventry and western Kent County, and under Criterion C as a well-preserved rural community 
with representative houses, farm buildings and structures, a working cranberry bog, small-scale 
water-power industrial features, a church, several cemeteries and numerous archaeological sites, 
all set in a patchwork landscape of narrow stone-lined roads, fields, woodland and ponds that is 
remarkably free of the patterns of modern land development. Period of Significance: 1728 -1959. 
 
Following discussion, on a motion by Dr. Onorato, seconded by Ms. Hagan., the Commission 
unanimously 
 
VOTED final approval for the proposed nomination. 
 
 
5. Other Business 
 There was no other business. 

 
6. Next meeting date:  Wednesday December 9, 2009. 
 
7. Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 10:55 A.M. 
 
Minutes recorded by, 
 
 
 
Richard Greenwood, Deputy Director 


