
                                                                                        
MINUTES OF THE MEETNG 

 

February 26, 2007 
      
  

    
  RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 A regular meeting of the Board of Governors for Higher Education was held on Monday, 
February 26, 2007, at Rhode Island College, Alger Hall, Providence, Rhode Island.  Chair Frank 
Caprio declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 
 
Present: Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Miriam Coleman, Sarah Courtemanche, Brenda 

Dann-Messier, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre LaPerriere, Thomas 
Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon 

 
Absent: Kenneth Aurecchia. 
   
1.         ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA  
 
 On a motion duly made by Solomon A. Solomon and seconded by Joseph Hagen, it   
 was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education accept the 
     agenda for the meeting of February 26, 2007. 
 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Miriam Coleman, Sarah 

Courtemanche, Brenda Dann-Messier, James DiPrete, 
Joseph Hagan, Pierre LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan, Michael Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

        
   NAYS:  0 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On a motion duly made by James DiPrete and seconded by Thomas Rockett, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve 
     the minutes of the December 4, 2006 meeting. 
 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:   Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Miriam Coleman, Sarah 

Courtemanche, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre 
LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan, Michael Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:   0 
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3. COMMUNICATIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
 Commissioner Warner clarified the role of higher education with regard to the State’s 
plan to shut down for four days during the existing fiscal year and 3 days during the next fiscal 
year.   The Commissioner is in discussions with the Department of Administration on this matter, 
and the Department of Administration is considering a proposal put forth by the Commissioner.  
This Board would have to affirmatively approve any participation in a furlough program. The 
Commissioner noted that there is no action before the Board on this matter this evening.   
 
4.        REPORT OF THE CHAIR 
 Chair Caprio thanked President Nazarian for his hospitality, as well as the hospitality 
extended by members of the Rhode Island College community this evening.  Chair Caprio 
invited President Nazarian to make any announcements that he may have at this time. 
 
 President Nazarian welcomed everyone to the winter meeting of the Board of Governors 
for Higher Education.   
 
 Dr. Nazarian announced that on Saturday, February 24, 2007, Rhode Island College’s 
men’s basketball team became the Little East champions for the first time in the history of the 
College.  President Nazarian introduced Donald Tencher, the Director of Athletics at Rhode 
Island College. Members of the men’s basketball team were invited before the Board where 
they each introduced themselves. Mr. Tencher introduced the coaches, Head Coach Bob 
Walsh, and assistant coaches Kareem Hayletts and Matt O’Brien.  Mr. Tencher referenced an 
editorial authored by President Nazarian on the topic of athletics and how it affects the front 
porch of a college community, which appears in the February 26, 2007 issue of NCAA News. 
President Nazarian invited those in attendance to attend the NCAA Division III Men’s Basketball 
game scheduled to take place at Rhode Island College on Friday, March 2, 2007, at 8:00 p.m.   
 
 President Nazarian thanked the Board again for the action it took last year in creating 
the School of Nursing and approving the Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) program.  Dr. 
Jane Williams, the Interim Dean of the School of Nursing, provided members of the Board with 
an update on the status of the School of Nursing and the degree program.   
 
 Dr. Williams thanked Dr. Nazarian, Chair Caprio, and members of the Board for the 
opportunity to update the Board on the new School of Nursing.  Dr. Williams stated that Rhode 
Island needs more baccalaureate and master’s prepared nurses.  Research indicates that 
patient care outcomes are better when you have baccalaureate nurses at the bedside.  Rhode 
Island College has increased its enrollment in the nursing programs as well as its Board scores.  
Rhode Island College has adopted a continuous quality improvement program for the nursing 
program evaluation.  Rhode Island College established a computer lab and electronic classroom 
with Champlain funds and capital from the College.  Rhode Island College passed the CCNE 
accreditation with flying colors.  In addition, Rhode Island College was invited by the American 
Nursing Association to be a site for their Safe-Patient Handling Project, 1 of only 22 nursing 
programs in the nation to be so selected.    
 
 Dr. Williams reported that since 2002, Rhode Island College nursing graduates have had 
a NCLEX-RN pass rate well over the state and national averages and higher than any other 
state nursing program.  In 2006 RIC’s NCLEX-RN pass rate was 95.6%. This success has led to 
an increase in enrollment.  For the first time in the history of Rhode Island College, nursing is 
the most popular major.  With a total of 419 students enrolled in the nursing program, RIC is at 
maximum capacity.   
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 Dr. Williams announced that in January of 2007 Rhode Island College formed a School 
of Nursing advisory board.  The 13-member board will provide consultation on managing the 
school and will address challenges such as the state’s nursing shortage and increased funding 
for program requirements. 
 
 The Master of Science in Nursing Program is preparing to open in September of 2007. 
Dr. Nazarian has allocated office space in the Fogarty Life Science Building.  As of today, there 
are 29 qualified applicants ready to fill 24 seats.  Dr. Williams is hopeful that the College will be 
able to accommodate all 29 qualified applicants. 
 
 Future plans include the development of a newly approved Pediatric Simulation 
Laboratory.  Dr. Nazarian recently approved space and the improvements necessary in Fogarty 
to develop this lab.  Dr. Williams expects the lab to be fully operational by the summer. 
 
 Chair Caprio acknowledged the outstanding work of Associate Commissioner Steve 
McAllister.  This will be Associate Commissioner McAllister’s last meeting since he will officially 
be retired as of February 27th after 33 years of service to the State of Rhode Island.   
 
 Vice Chair Michael Ryan, chair of the Facilities and Finance Committees, also 
acknowledged the excellent work of Associate Commissioner Steve McAllister.  Without 
Associate Commissioner’s guidance, integrity, and sense of duty, the Board and Office of 
Higher Education could not function the way it has.   
 
 Chair Caprio concluded his report by extending congratulations to President Nazarian on 
the accomplishment of the men’s basketball team, Donald Tencher, the coaches and the entire 
Rhode Island College community for the high honor they have achieved. 
 
5.         OPEN FORUM 

  Chair Caprio reminded the audience of the open forum process.  Everyone is allowed to 
speak for 5 minutes.  The Board does not ask questions, nor do they answer questions from 
anyone who speaks in open forum. 
 
 Cristin Ashmankas, President of URI’s Graduate Assistants United (GAU) and a 
graduate student at URI’s School of Oceanography appeared before the Board to speak on the 
proposed furlough days.  Ms. Ashmankas indicated that the furlough days would have a 
detrimental impact on the research experiments graduate students already have in place and 
the dissertations that have already been scheduled. There are countless projects funded by the 
federal government that run 24 hours a day and which require hands-on attention.  Ms. 
Ashmankas stressed the importance that the institutions remain open. 
 
 Frank Annunziato, Executive Director of the AAUP, URI Chapter, appeared before the 
Board to address the furlough issue.  Mr. Annunziato stated that faculty work 24/7 as well.  
Faculty teach and faculty perform research.  There are many experiments that would be 
jeopardized by the proposed shutdown.  In addition, students have expressed to the faculty just 
how unfair they feel this proposal is with respect to the amount of tuition and fees they pay to 
attend the University of Rhode Island.  It is a misconception that students would welcome a shut 
down and must be jumping for joy with the notion that there will be no school.  Mr. Annunziato 
indicated that students are angry that they would be treated so cavalierly.  The students want to 
complete their work uninterrupted.  Students want to be treated like any other consumer; they 
want what they have paid for and that is not to have days off imposed on them.  Mr. Annunziato 
urged the Commissioner to continue to act in the best interests of the students.  He stated that  
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there has only been one strike at the University in over 35 years of labor relations, and 
emphasized that an event of this magnitude would upset the good work done by the President 
and Provost to build a University which is a family of students and a community of scholars. 
 
 Robert Walsh, Executive Director of the National Education Association of Rhode Island 
and Secretary/Treasurer of WORK in Rhode Island, provided several arguments to support the 
position that a shutdown does not make sense.  First, there is the legal argument.  If a shutdown 
were to be imposed, the unions would more than likely seek a restraining order.  Students 
and/or their parents would most likely seek similar relief.  Any monies saved as a result of the 
furlough would be offset by the cost to defend the legal actions that such an act would bring.  
There is also the consideration that such action could have a residual impact on future federal 
grant funding.  Mr. Walsh urged the Board to resolve this issue as quickly as possible to avoid 
any further unrest on the campuses.  “People are nervous,” he stated. “People are concerned 
and morale is low.”  Employees are being told they are “non-essential,” which is something you 
never want to communicate to your employees.  Prospective students from Rhode Island and 
outside of Rhode Island are planning visits to potential schools, and the negative publicity on the 
issue of a shut down might send students to alternate institutions of higher learning.   Mr. Walsh 
referred to the good relationship between the Board and the unions and argued that there are a 
number of alternatives to be considered before settling on the proposed furlough days. Mr. 
Walsh hopes to come to a peaceful resolution on this matter.  He urged the Board to make a 
quick decision, and “Let our folks know that they are going to be working as they are supposed 
to be working.” 
 
 Michael Rice, a faculty member in the Department of Fisheries, Animal and Veterinary 
Science at URI, signed up to speak in open forum on the furlough issue but subsequently 
declined to comment to avoid redundancy based on the eloquent remarks made by his 
colleagues. 
 
 Marc Gursky, an attorney for the AAUP, addressed the Board to speak on the topic of 
the proposed furlough days.  Attorney Gursky pointed out that many of the faculty and graduate 
students have commitments throughout the community in hospitals and nursing homes.  The 
furloughs go way beyond the labor contracts in terms of affecting services and contractual 
obligations.  There are also the arrangements that have been made with various non-profit 
agencies that serve for the benefit of the community. In addition, the students have been 
promised certain services and are entitled to what they paid for on a contractual basis.  Mr. 
Gursky echoed the comments made by Frank Annunziato and Bob Walsh that the Board has 
enjoyed a terrific relationship over the years with the unions and urged the Board to avoid 
jeopardizing that relationship. 
 
 Neil Cavanaugh, President of URI’s Student Senate, indicated to the Board that several 
students from the University took the effort to appear in the audience this evening, which 
illustrates the fact that the proposed furloughs would have a direct impact on students.  Many 
students will miss classes and labs and it is difficult to reschedule missed labs in large part due 
to the fire code regulations.  Mr. Cavanaugh further commented that according to his 
calculations, 4 missed days is the equivalent of $600 for the average in-state student and 
$1,800 for the average out-of-state student.  He also noted that the furloughs are scheduled to 
take place on Fridays, a popular day for prospective students to tour campuses.  Students and 
their families will not get a true picture of campus life if they visit the campus during a scheduled 
furlough day.  Mr. Cavanaugh wants to ensure that everyone understands that the proposed 
shutdowns affect the entire university and urged the Board to do everything possible to see that 
the furlough proposal is rejected. 
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6. REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER 
 
 Commissioner Warner added his sentiment in wishing Steve McAllister well in his 
retirement. 
 
 The Commissioner thanked Dean Jane Williams for her presentation and noted that 
fueling the health care profession’s need for the workforce of the future is an important priority 
for this Board and for the system of public higher education. 
 
 On the issue of the proposed furlough days, Commissioner Warner clarified that there 
was never a question about whether the institutions of public higher education would close on 
any of the furlough days during which classes are scheduled, including summer session. The 
Commissioner and the Chair are working diligently to resolve this issue in a way that would 
maintain all of the relationships spoken of this evening. 
 
 Commissioner Warner highlighted some of the items on this evening’s agenda, including 
several standards-based alignment issues that are up for approval relating to the Pre-K-16 
agenda.  These deal with framing college readiness expectations and the alignment between 
high school exit and college entry in the crucial skill areas of reading, writing, mathematics and 
science.  There are tremendously active and involved task groups from both K-12 and higher 
education working on these issues. The most recent of these reports is one on under-
represented populations; an important initiative on the part of the Board to ensure that those 
populations that have historically been less able to get college degrees from our system and 
from around the country are able to move through the pipeline in order to achieve the benefits 
that accrue from having a higher education degree.  This will be addressed in greater detail in 
the Academic and Student Affairs report provided by Governor DiPrete.  The Commissioner 
thanked Nancy Carriuolo and Warren Simmons who co-chaired this task force.   
 
 The Commissioner provided highlights of the mid-year review and budget situation.    
Technical adjustments were made to the budget which resulted in the general revenue budget 
for FY 07 to be at $182.3 million.  Enrollment projections are up nearly 300 FTE’s from the 
original projections.  This means that the equivalent of 300 additional students over and above 
what was originally projected have been enrolled in the system.  These increases are primarily 
at the University and at the Community College.  The system is going to experience some 
serious challenges in FY 08.  The Governor’s recommendation for state support in the FY 08 
budget is $181.7 million for higher education, which represents a reduction of $629,000.00, 
excluding debt service.  The budget for FY 08 is not easy to understand because there have 
been large transfers of general obligation bond debt service that have been moved from the 
Department of Education onto our ledger sheet.  These neither add nor subtract value to the 
higher education budget, but they do make it look like we are getting more money than we are.  
The general obligation debt service in FY 07 is $7.1 million, which goes up to $15.9 million in FY 
08. Much of this debt is at the University and serves to mask the University’s challenges in the 
coming year.   
 
 Including the debt service, the general revenue support increases from $189.5 million in 
FY 07 (which includes the $7.1 million of debt service this year) to $197.6 million for FY 08.  
Although there appears to be an $8.1 million increase, there is actually a net loss of $629,000 
after factoring in the debt service. 
 
 The Board has already approved tuition and fee increases of 6% for in-state students at 
all three institutions and 7.5% for non-resident students at URI and 6% for non-resident students 
at Rhode Island College; however, the tuition and fee revenue projected in the Governor’s  
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budget is not accurate and is substantially more than what would be generated by these 
increases.  The Commissioner has learned that some of the increases were based on errors in 
calculation in that budget.  The current projections of tuition and fee revenue contained in the 
Board approved budget are accurate.  The Administration is currently reviewing its revenue 
projections and efforts continue to reconcile with our numbers. 
 
 The University’s recommended state funding is $89.2 million with debt service, and 
$77.9 million without it.  Excluding debt service, this is a reduction of $4.5 million from the 
current year.  Rhode Island College’s recommended state funding is $49.4 million with debt 
service, and $46.1 without it.  Excluding debt service, this is an increase of $1 million over the 
current year.  The Community College of Rhode Island state funding is $51 million with debt 
service, and $49.6 million without it.  Excluding debt service, this is an increase of $2.5 million. 
Even though the system is declining by $629,000.00, the distribution of that is not even across 
the system.   
 
 The Board should also know that contained in the budget is an expectation about 
statewide lay-offs.  These lay-offs are designed to save about $9.4 million statewide.  Higher 
education’s portion of that is $1 million.   
 
7.        NEW BUSINESS 
 
 None 
 
8.        COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

a. Academic and Student Affairs 
 

 Governor James DiPrete reported that the ASAC met on December 15, 2006 and on 
February 16, 2007 to consider some significant matters as reflected on this evening’s consent 
agenda. 
 
1.   The PK-16 Council, chaired by Governor Carcieri, has a number of working groups that 

have completed major studies.  The Board is being asked to approve the results of those 
efforts this evening. 

 
a.   The college-ready reading and writing expectations developed by the PK-16 English 

Language Arts Advisory Committee, chaired by Dr. Nedra Reynolds, Director of the 
College Writing Program at URI, and co-chaired by Jackie Bourassa and Betsey 
Hymen from RIDE;   

 
b.   The college-ready mathematics expectations developed by the PK-16 Mathematics 

Advisory Committee, chaired by URI’s Mathematics Department chair, Lew Pakula, 
and co-chaired by RIDE’s Judi Keeley. 

 
c.   The college-ready science expectations developed by the PK-16 Science Advisory 

Committee, chaired by URI’s Chair of Chemistry, Bill Euler, and co-chaired by 
RIDE’s Peter McLaren and Linda Jzyk.   

 
Mr. DiPrete indicated that in each case, professors from arts and sciences and education 

as well as high school teachers met regularly for nearly a year.  They aligned the college 
faculty’s expectations of the necessary skills and knowledge with the exiting skills of high school 
students under the new proficiency-based high school exit standards.   They also considered  
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the increased proficiency in these skills that would be required by a student who aspired to 
major in a related discipline.  The science committee further discussed the implications of these 
standards for teacher preparation. The above three items are combined in item 8(a)1. 
 
2.   Under item 8(a)2 the Board is being asked to approve the elimination of programs at URI:  

the B.S. in Environmental Plant Biology and the B.S. in Water and Soil Science.   
Governor DiPrete noted that this recommendation comes directly from the University 
based on low enrollment.   

 
3.   Under item 8(a)3 the Board is being asked to approve the elimination of two programs at 

Gibbs College:  the certificate in interactive media and web design and the certificate in 
visual communications.   

 
 Members of the ASAC are pleased to see that URI and Gibbs are monitoring programs 

and eliminating those that are either not attractive to students or not successful in regard 
to job placement. 

 
4.   The ASAC endorsed several policies that will make clearer to students and their advisors 

the requirements of the Joint Admissions Agreement.  These policies were based on 
recommendations of the Inter-institutional Articulation Transfer Committee (IATC).  The 
Board’s approval of these policies is requested under item 8(a)5.   

 
5.   The ASAC supported a proposal to offer an associate’s degree in applied science in Land 

Surveying at CCRI’s Knight Campus (Item 8(a)6).  This proposal was developed jointly 
with URI in response to a law that requires a degree for land surveyors.   

 
6. Finally, Board item 8(a)4 requests Board approval of the Final Report of the Task Force on 

Groups Underrepresented in Rhode Island Public Higher Education and the Board’s 
endorsement of the recommendations with a sense of urgency.  The baccalaureate 
degree attainment of students can only be increased through preparing greater numbers 
of low-income and minority students to enter and succeed in college.  If endorsed by the 
Board, this work will be carried out through a series of forums that will take action on the 
recommendations. 

 
 A handout distributed this evening explains the expected implementation procedure, an 
action plan, and a timeline.  Governor DiPrete noted that the numbers really tell the story, and it 
is not good.   
 
 Governor DiPrete referenced a report recently issued by the Educational Testing 
Service, America’s Perfect Storm.  This report tackles similar concerns addressed this evening.  
If we cannot do better with our new Americans and with the underprivileged, we are not going to 
do what we have to do to stay in the forefront in the economy.   
 
 On a motion made by Sarah Courtemanche and seconded by Brenda Dann-Messier, it 
was  
 
 VOTED: 
 (Item 8a1) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve 

college-ready science expectations recommended by the 
PK-16 Science Advisory Committee, and 

 
 



Board of Governors for Higher Education Minutes 
Page 8 of 18 
February 26, 2007 
 
   That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

college-ready reading and writing expectations 
recommended by the PK-16 English Language Arts (ELA) 
Advisory Committee, and 

 
   That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve the college-ready mathematics expectations 
recommended by the PK-16 Mathematics Advisory 
Committee. 

 VOTED: 
 (Item 8a2) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

elimination of the B.S. in Environmental Plant Biology at 
the University of Rhode Island, and 

 
   That   the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

elimination of the B.S. in Water and Soil Science at the 
University of Rhode Island. 

 VOTED: 
 (Item 8a3) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve the elimination of the certificate program in 
interactive media and web design at Gibbs College, and 

 
   That   the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve the elimination of the certificate program in visual 
communications at Gibbs College. 

 VOTED: 
 (Item 8a4) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

accept the Final Report of the Task Force on Groups 
Underrepresented in Rhode Island Public Higher 
Education and endorse the recommendations contained 
therein. 

 
   That   the Board of Governors for Higher Education emphasize 

the urgency of implementing the recommendations by 
translating that support into a forum and creating a timeline 
for implementing the recommendations. 

 VOTED: 
 (Item 8a5) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve policy S-12.A, which specifies exceptions to the 
Joint Admissions Agreement’s five-year period allotted to 
earn an associate’s degree, and 

 
   That   the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve policy S-12.B, which states that a transfer student 
cannot use the Joint Admissions Agreement to re-enroll in 
Rhode Island College or the University of Rhode Island, 
and 

 
   That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve policy S-12.C, which allows out-of-state students 
to enter the Joint Admissions Agreement and receive the 
Joint Admissions Academic Achievement Award in the 
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same dollar amount as their in-state counterparts (but 
applied to out-of-state tuition costs only). 

 VOTED: 
 (Item 8a6) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the  
     proposal to offer the Associate’s in Applied Science in 

Land Surveying at the Community College of Rhode 
Island’s Knight Campus. 

 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Sarah Courtemanche, 

Miriam Coleman, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre 
LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
 

b. Finance 
 

 Vice Chair Ryan reported that the Finance Committee met on Wednesday, February 14, 
2007.  There are five items on tonight’s agenda that the committee is recommending for 
approval to the Board. 

 
Item 8(b)1 calls for the acceptance of the management letter comments issued by 

KPMG for URI, RIC and CCRI for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006. The management letters 
provide comments by KPMG on the internal controls and operational matters of each institution. 
Among the recommendations: 
 

• KPMG has recommended that all three institutions gear up for compliance with SAS 
112, “Communicating Internal Control Related Matters Identified in an Audit”.  

 
• KPMG has recommended that all three institutions address the financial statement 

impacts of Government Accounting Standard Board (GASB) statements No. 43 and No. 
45 relating to Post employment Benefit Plans other than Pension Plans (OPEB).  

 
  Item 8(b)2 calls for the acceptance of the Auditors’ Reports as Required by Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133 and Government Auditing Standards and 
Related Information for the year ending June 30, 2006 for Rhode Island College and the 
Community College of Rhode Island.  
 
 KPMG has issued the A-133 audits for Rhode Island College and the Community 
College of Rhode Island for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006.  Since the State Auditor 
General has required that a second major program at the University be audited for the state’s 
Consolidated Financial Statements, URI’s A-133 report was not due until the end of January, 
2007. The A-133 audits are required for institutions that receive federal funds covered under 
OMB Circular A-133.  
  
In summary:  

• The institutions received unqualified or clean opinions.  
 
• The audit disclosed no findings which are required to be reported by OMB Circular A-

133. 
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• There were no matters reported regarding findings or questioned costs related to federal 

awards 
 

Item 8(b)3 calls for the approval of the recommendation on the Mid-year Review of 
Fiscal 2007 Higher Education Budgets and Tables of Organization. This mid-year review 
process provides the Board of Governors the opportunity to review year-to-date activities and 
incorporate updated revenue data based on new enrollment figures.  In this mid-year review, we 
are also incorporating the changes recommended by the Governor in his revised FY 2007 State 
Budget recommendation that was released on January 31, 2007.  
 

• The Governor is recommending that state support in the current year be reduced by a 
net $900,000.   This reflects a decrease of $2.1 million for medical benefit rate changes 
and a $1.2 million increase in General Obligation Bond (G0) debt service. 

 
• The originally enacted general revenue budget, with the reduction in force (RIF) cuts 

was $184.5 million (without debt service). 
 

• The revised FY07 general revenue budget recommendation is $182.3 million (without 
debt service). 

 
• Tuition and fee revenues for URI and CCRI have increased due to increases in 

enrollment compared to the original projections, while revenues at RIC are down slightly 
due to a decline in enrollments compared to the original projection.  

 
Item 8(b)4 calls for the approval of the recommendation on URI’s request for new 

purchasing policies for research sponsored by federal and third party funds.  
 
 In June 2006, the Rhode Island General Assembly (RIGL §37-2-18.2) exempted the 
three (3) public institutions of higher education (the University of Rhode Island, Rhode Island 
College and the Community College of Rhode Island) from state competitive bidding process 
provisions for research or research-related activity funded with federal funds or other third-party 
funds. The Board was required to issue and approve policies to monitor these new exemptions. 
 
 The Office of Higher Education is recommending that the University report back to the 
Board within six months of implementation, and semi- annually thereafter, with a full report on 
the effectiveness and efficiencies of these new policies and procedures for purchasing activities 
at the research institution. In addition, as has been Board policy, all purchasing activities at the 
institutions are subject to review and audit by the internal audit staff of the Office of Higher 
Education.  
 

Item 8(b)5 calls for the approval of URI’s Request for Endorsement of Proposed 
Legislation for the Creation of a New Research Foundation.  

 
 The University of Rhode Island is requesting Board support for legislation to authorize 
the establishment of a Research Foundation. A new Research Foundation will greatly enhance 
the University’s efforts to expand the level and amount of sponsored research at URI. It will also 
be a vehicle for the University’s plans to develop a Research and Technology Park in Kingston.  
 
 Governor Rockett noted that the revised language approved by the Facilities & Finance 
Management Committees regarding Item 8(b)4 is slightly different than the language contained  
within the recommendation before the Board this evening.  Accordingly, Governor Rockett 
proposed a motion that the language in Item 8(b)4 be amended as follows:   
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 On a motion made by Thomas Rockett and seconded by Daniel Ryan, it was  
 
 VOTED: 
 
 (Item 8b4) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

updated changes to the Purchasing Policies at the 
University of Rhode Island with the reporting and 
auditing requirements as recommended by the Office 
of Higher Education. 

 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Sarah Courtemanche, 

Miriam Coleman, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre 
LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
 
 On a motion made by James DiPrete and seconded by Joseph Hagan, it was  
 
 VOTED: 
 (Item 8b1) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

Management Letter Comments for the University of Rhode 
Island, Rhode Island College, and the Community College 
of Rhode Island for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2006. 

  
 (Item 8b2) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

A-133 Audits for Rhode Island College and the Community 
College of Rhode Island for the Fiscal Year ended June 
30, 2006. 

  
 (Item 8b3) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

mid-year budget adjustments for fiscal year 2007, as 
presented. 

  
 (Item 8b5) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education endorse the 

revised legislation to be submitted to the Office of 
Legislative Counsel and this version be introduced as 
legislation in this session of the General Assembly subject 
to final review by the Board’s Legal Counsel. 

 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Sarah Courtemanche, 

Miriam Coleman, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre 
LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
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c. Facilities 
 
Chair Caprio reported that the Facilities Committee met on Wednesday, February 14, 

2007.  There are three items on tonight’s agenda that the Facilities Committee is recommending 
for approval to the Board. 

 
Item 8(c)1 calls for the Approval of Status Report by URI on Responses to State Fire 

Marshall’s Inspections. At the February 2006 meeting of the Facilities and Finance and 
Management Committee, the University gave a status report on the corrective actions taken to 
date to address the findings in the State Fire Marshall’s report on residential facilities. Vern 
Wyman from the University gave the Committees an update on the current status of these 
inspections. There were 211 findings requiring corrective action with 80% of the findings 
involving documentation and reporting needs. The findings requiring major systems and capital 
investments were incorporated into a master plan developed with the assistance of Hughes 
Associates, the University’s fire code compliance consultant. This is an ongoing maintenance 
and capital repair item for the University.  
 

Item 8(c)2 provides an update on the Lease Agreement by the University for 
Independence Square II Expansion Project. The Board of Governors had previously approved a 
25-year land lease to facilitate the acquisition of federal and private funding for the Foundation.  
The expansion project would provide for a 22,500 square foot, 2-story structure located 
immediately north of the current structure.  
 

Several changes have occurred since that approval affecting the project and the 
associated lease rates which needed to be considered before the lease was brought before the 
State Properties Committee. Lou Saccoccio provided the Committees with an overview of the 
changes necessitating this reapproval by the Board.  
 

Item 8(c)3 calls for the approval of the Real Estate License Agreement between URI and 
Lambda Chi Alpha.  In November 2006 Lambda Chi Alpha Properties, Inc. acquired title to the 
chapter house following a superior court proceeding confirming an assignment of rights from the 
local chapter of the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. The enclosed Uniform Real Estate License 
Agreement would allow this fraternity corporation to continue operating the chapter house on 
the property owned by the Board of Governors for Higher Education and located at 29 Old North 
Road, Kingston, Rhode Island.  Lou Saccoccio from the University provided the Committees 
with an overview of this agenda item.  
 
 On a motion made by Kathrin Belliveau and seconded by Solomon A. Solomon, it was  
 
 VOTED: 
 (Item 8c1) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve and 

accept the updated status report on responses to State 
Fire Marshall’s inspections at the University of Rhode 
Island. 

 
 (Item 8c2) That  the Board of Governors approve the University’s request to 
     authorize the University to enter negotiations with the    
     Foundation to lease space in the expanded facility subject    
     to review and approval by legal counsel and to forward to    
     the State Properties Committee for approval. 
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 (Item 8c3) That  the Board of Governors approve the real estate license 
     with Lambda Chi Alpha subject to review by the Board’s    
     Legal Counsel. 
 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Sarah Courtemanche, 

Miriam Coleman, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre 
LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 

 
d. Government Relations 

  
 Associate Commissioner Steve Maurano provided a brief summary on legislation activity 
that has taken place during the first eight weeks of the legislative session.  The filing deadline 
for bills in the Senate was February 15; however, the deadline in the House was extended to 
this week (February 26) and it is expected that additional legislation will be filed. 
 
 To date, seventy (70) individual bills on behalf of higher education have been identified 
and are being tracked by the Government Affairs Committee.  Associate Commissioner 
Maurano noted that many of these bills would have some negative fiscal impact on the 
institutions of public higher education.  A number of bills being tracked fall into distinct 
categories, i.e., several bills deal with a proposed ban on trans fats in foods prepared and 
served by our dining services and several bills deal with law enforcement issues, including 
campus police officers.  The Committee has worked with the institutions to coordinate testimony 
on bills that have been heard to date, such as the legislation that would provide funding for the 
matching grant program and legislation that supports URI’s Land Grant and Sea Grant  
Programs.  Other bills being watched include one that would more broadly define eligibility for 
in-state tuition; a bill that would mandate that 75% of all classes at the institutions be taught by 
full-time tenured or tenure-track faculty by the year 2013; and legislation that would prohibit so-
called diploma mills.   
 
 Associate Commissioner Maurano reported that the Committee is working with URI to 
support the legislation that would help the University establish the research foundation.  In 
addition, the Committee is awaiting the Administration’s filing of legislation that is expected to 
provide the preferred mechanism to help the Board deal with the retiree health care issue. 
 
 The Committee is also helping to coordinate testimony and presentations for the budget 
hearing scheduled to take place in March. 
  
9. ADDITIONAL CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Chair Caprio reported that there are five additional consent items on today’s agenda. 
 

• Approval of awarding tenure by the University of Rhode Island as outlined in Item 9(a); 
 
• Approval of awarding tenure by Rhode Island College as outlined in Item 9(b); 
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• Approval of awarding honorary degrees by the University of Rhode Island as outlined in 

Item 9(c); 
 
• Approval of naming opportunities at the University of Rhode Island as outlined in Item 

9(d); 
 
• Approval of recommendations from the Personnel Review Committee as outlined in Item 

9(e) 
 
 On a motion made by Miriam Coleman and seconded by Solomon A. Solomon, it was  
 
 VOTED: 
 (Item 9a) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

awarding of tenure to: 
     Effective March 1, 2007 
     Dr. Peter Alfonso, Professor of Communicative Disorders 
 
 (Item 9b) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

awarding of tenure to: 
     Effective July 1, 2007 (Consequent to Promotion) 
     Lesley M. Bogad, Educational Studies 
     Susan Dell, Special Education 
     Anne M. Goodrow, Elementary Education 
     Effective July 1, 2007 (Tenure Only)
     Roberta Sue Pearlmutter, Social Work 
 
 (Item 9c) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education endorse the 

awarding of honorary degrees to the recipients proposed 
by the University of Rhode Island. 

 
 (Item 9d) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education endorse the 
     naming opportunities proposed by the University of Rhode 
     Island. 
 
 (Item 9e) That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

Personnel Review Committee’s recommendations as 
follows: 

 
     At the University of Rhode Island: 

1. Request to establish a new classification – Vice 
Provost for Enrollment Management, BOG, grade 20 
($80,677-$162,242). 

2. Request to re-classify the position, Director, Housing 
and Residential Life, BOG, grade 17 ($64,396-
$127,676) to Assistant Vice President, Student Affairs 
and Director, Housing and Residential Life, BOG, 
grade 18 ($69,442-$138,521). 

 
At the Community College of Rhode Island: 
1. Request for title change from Project and Information 

Coordinator, BOG, grade 11 ($37,237-$72,430) to 
Grants and Fiscal Manager, RITAP (Rhode Island 
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Technical Assistance Project), no change in pay grade.  
 
   Vote:  12 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     Voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Sarah Courtemanche, 

Miriam Coleman, James DiPrete, Joseph Hagan, Pierre 
LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel 
Ryan, Michael Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 None 
 
11.      PRESIDENTS’ REPORTS 
 
 a.  University of Rhode Island 
 
 President Carothers noted that there are two notice items on today’s agenda which are 
changes in name only: 
 

1. Notice of Change: B.A., in Coastal and Marine Policy Studies to B.A. in Marine 
Affairs. 

2. Notice of Change: B.S. in Applied Sociology to B.S. in Sociology 
 
 President Carothers added his voice in thanking Associate Commissioner Steve 
McAllister for doing a tremendous job on behalf of the system of public higher education.   
  
 President Carothers commented on the remarks made earlier in the meeting regarding 
the budget.  Almost all of the news is negative as it relates to the University.  President  
Carothers finds it troubling that as URI’s enrollment has grown following the mandate of the 
Board, the revenue generated from increased enrollment is disappearing on the state side in the 
same proportion.  URI is enrolling more students and essentially educating them with less 
money.  This is a counter-incentive to what the Board is trying to accomplish. 
 
 President Carothers echoed the remarks made earlier pertaining to the furlough policy 
put forth by Governor Carcieri.  President Carothers thanked Chair Caprio and Commissioner 
Warner for their steadfastness in representing the position of higher education on these issues.   
 
 President Carothers reported on two documents that were distributed at the 
commencement of tonight’s meeting.  The University of Rhode Island’s Strategic Plan for 2006-
2009 identifies the various initiatives that the University is taking.  Each initiative has a metric 
associated with it so that progress can be measured against the goals that have been 
established and approved by the Board.  The second document is the Annual Report of the 
Research Graduate Studies & Outreach.  President Carothers highlighted the growth figures for 
2005-2006 which jumped $13 million over the past two years prior to a total of $73.5 million.  
URI is seeing more funded research coming in areas that have historically not been well-funded.  
Pharmacy has grown from $300,000 five years ago to about $10 million last year.  President 
Carothers pointed out a program in place at the University to increase the number of minority 
graduate students on campus.  Dr. Padma Venkatraman is the lead person on this initiative.   
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 President Carothers reported that URI’s Track and Field team won the Atlantic-10 
Conference last weekend.  The University has won this conference 4 out of the last 6 years. 
 
b.        Rhode Island College 
 
 President Nazarian distributed The President’s Second Semester Report to the College 
Community dated February 16, 2007.  This is a mid-year report prepared by President Nazarian 
to inform people as to what has taken place at Rhode Island College during the first semester. 
 
 President Nazarian encouraged Board members to review the report and to contact him 
if they have any questions or items for discussion. 
 
c.        Community College of Rhode Island 
  
 On behalf of the Community College of Rhode Island, President Di Pasquale wished 
Associate Commissioner McAllister well in his retirement.   
 
 President Di Pasquale announced that CCRI’s spring enrollment is up by almost 550 
students in headcount.  CCRI’s credits are also up by 5,300, which translates into some 
significant revenue.   
 
 President Di Pasquale commented on the effect the proposed furlough days would have 
on the faculty, staff, and students.  CCRI is in the middle of three very important searches for 
the positions of Vice President for Academic Affairs, Vice President of Business Affairs, and 
Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management.  President Di Pasquale has received 
phone calls from several candidates from outside the state of Rhode Island wondering if they 
will be furloughed the minute they start working.  The impact of the proposed furloughs from a 
recruiting perspective has been very negative.  All three searches are in the interview stage.  
President Di Pasquale will keep the Board informed as the committee begins the interview  
process during the months of March and April.  President Di Pasquale is optimistic that all three 
candidates will be on board by July 1, 2007.   
 
 President Di Pasquale reported that CCRI will be hosting a statewide Literacy Fair on 
March 15 on the Liston Campus in Providence.  In addition, CCRI will be hosting a Wellness 
Fair on CCRI’s Lincoln Campus on April 4, 2007.  CCRI will also commence an academic 
lecture series.  The first academic lecture by Dr. Kenneth Miller of Brown University took place 
earlier this month on the topic of “God, Darwin & Design:  America’s New Battle Over Evolution.”  
This lecture attracted over 850 students, faculty, and staff to the CCRI campus.   
 
 President Di Pasquale recognized CCRI’s faculty leaders, as well as the professional 
staff in Enrollment Services for having adopted a new merit based acceptance policy.  Many 
health science programs at CCRI have had waiting lists as high as 700 to 800 students in the 
nursing and dental hygiene programs.  This policy will begin to address the waiting lists and will 
gradually phase out the waiting list and make it very competitive to get into programs such as 
nursing, dental hygiene, diagnostic medical sonnography, and radiography. 
 
 President Di Pasquale introduced Dennis Moore who described a weeklong event that 
will be happening at the Community College during the month of March.  Dennis Moore 
described the events that will take place during the week of March 19th and indicated that 
everyone should have received their invitation to the President’s Inauguration.  Mr. Moore  
 



Board of Governors for Higher Education Minutes 
Page 17 of 18 
February 26, 2007 
 
thanked the co-chairs for this event, Dr. Amaral and his wife, Linda, from Rhode Island Hospital, 
as well as faculty member Jack Renza and his wife, Maryann. 
 
 President Di Pasquale visited General Dynamics/Electric Board last week where CCRI is 
conducting some tremendous training programs.  CCRI has trained an additional 50,000 in work 
force development.  The work force development program brings in $5 million to the Community 
College each year. 
 
 President Di Pasquale reported that CCRI’s athletic teams, both men and women’s 
basketball teams, will be participating in the National Junior College Athletic Association 
Conference Tournament in a few weeks.   
 
 Chair Caprio indicated that the Board is very proud of the athletic teams from all three 
institutions.   
 
 Vice Chair Ryan congratulated Jack Renza and Dr. Joe Amaral for their fundraising 
efforts. 
 
12. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Chair Caprio indicated that he would entertain a motion to enter into executive session to 
discuss an update on pending litigation, pursuant to R.I.G.L. §42-46-5(a)(1) and R.I.G.L. §42-
46-5(a)(2).   
 
 On a motion duly made by Pierre LaPerriere and seconded by Kathrin Belliveau, it was 
 
 VOTED: That  the Board of Governors for Higher Education convene in 
     Executive session pursuant to R.I.G.L. §42-46-5(a)(2) for 

the reasons set forth above. 

   Vote:  11 members voted in the affirmative and 0 members voted 
in the negative as follows: 
 

   YEAS  Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Miriam Coleman, Sarah 
Courtemanche,  Joseph Hagan, Pierre LaPerriere, Brenda 
Dann-Messier, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Ryan and Solomon A. Solomon. 

   NAYS:  0 

 After a short break, the Board convened in Executive Session at 6:54 p.m.  

 Non-Board members in the audience were excused with the exception of Ronald 
Cavallaro, General Counsel for the Board; Anne Marie Coleman, Director of Labor Relations; 
Louis Saccoccio, General Counsel for the University, President Robert Carothers; President 
John Nazarian; President Ray Di Pasquale; and Associate Commissioner Steven Maurano. 

 The Board reconvened in open session at 7:00 p.m. 
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13. NEXT MEETING 
 
 Monday, April 9, 2007 at the University of Rhode Island, Galanti Lounge, URI Library, 
Kingston, Rhode Island. 
 
 Monday, May 21, 2007 at the Community College of Rhode Island, Board Room 4090, 
Warwick, Rhode Island. 
 
14.      ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 On a motion duly made by Pierre LaPerriere and seconded by Kathrin Belliveau, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  the Board of Governors for Higher Education adjourn. 
            
   Vote:   11 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members voted 
     in the negative as follows: 

 
   YEAS:   Kathrin Belliveau, Frank Caprio, Miriam Coleman,   
     Sarah  Courtemanche, Joseph Hagan,   
     Pierre LaPerriere, Brenda Dann-Messier, Thomas   
     Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael Ryan and Solomon   
     A. Solomon. 
 
   NAYS:  0 
   
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted,    
 
 
 
       Kenneth Aurecchia, Secretary  
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