
 
                                                                                        

MINUTES OF THE MEETNG 
JUNE 30, 2005 

      
  
    RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A regular meeting of the Board of Governors for Higher Education was held on Thursday, June 
30, 2005, at the Office of Higher Education, 301 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode Island. 
Chair Frank Caprio declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order at 5:25 p.m. 
 
Present: Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, 

Daniel Ryan, Michael Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 
 
Absent: Kenneth Aurecchia, Miriam Coleman, José González and Michael Ryan. 
   
1.         ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA  
 
 On a motion duly made by James DiPrete and seconded by Solomon A. Solomon, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education accept the 
     agenda for the meeting of June 30, 2005. 
 
   Vote:  7 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre LaPerriere, Thomas 

Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael Schuster, and Solomon A. 
Solomon. 

        
   NAYS:  0 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On a motion duly made by Pierre LaPerriere and seconded by Michael Schuster, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve 
     the minutes of the May 2, 2005 meeting and the 
     May 23, 2005 meeting. 
 
   Vote:  7 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:   Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre LaPerriere, Thomas 

Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael Schuster, and Solomon A. 
Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:   0 
 
3. COMMUNICATIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS – None 

 
4.         REPORT OF THE CHAIR – None 
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5.        OPEN FORUM  
 
 Jason Blank, an Associate Professor of Sociology at Rhode Island College, and 
President of the RIC-AFT Local 1819 (the Faculty Union at Rhode Island College) addressed 
the Board on behalf of the members of the RIC-AFT Local 1819, who are without a contract.    
The Board is aware that the salaries at the University, RIC and CCRI are well below the salaries 
relative to similar institutions.  Faculty accepted lower salaries in return for a favorable benefits 
package.  Currently at RIC full professors are at the 42nd percentile; the associate level at the 
30th percentile; and the assistant level at the 24th percentile.  This contact will in all probability 
drop salary levels even more.  Union members are not addressing the salary equity at this time; 
however, the issue of health insurance is entwined with salary.  The union recognizes that 
health insurance co-pays are a fact.  The URI faculty has received a 3.5% retroactive salary 
increase for 2004-2005.  Members of the RIC-AFT are asking the Board to do the right thing 
and that equity, fairness, and parity be the watch words.   
 
 Beshka Candelaria, Program Director for Bike Downtown, addressed the Board.  Bike 
Downtown is an initiative of the Providence Foundation.  Ms. Candelaria is working to improve 
biking ability throughout Providence, specifically for downtown businesses.  Ms. Candelaria is 
currently writing a contract for 2005-2006 asking for monies to work directly with universities and 
is proposing to: 
 
 (1) Create a special event called U-Bike which will be held in the fall.  All university 
students will be invited and bused in by RIPTA to the downtown area where the U-Bike event 
will be held.   
 
 (2) Create strategic plans for transportation of students and faculty in and out of the 
campus and throughout the city and ultimately the state. 
 
 The Greenway Alliance of Rhode Island is working on one segment of a planned bike 
path that will go from Florida to Maine, and Providence will be a spur on that bike path. The 
Providence bike network will be created, including signage and stripping of Providence streets.  
Ms. Candelaria feels this is an important time for universities to be involved and offered her 
assistance in creating bicycle clubs that include faculty and students, as well as safety 
workshops and basic maintenance workshops.   

 
6.        REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER   
 
 Commissioner Warner provided an update on the FY2006 Budget.   The FY2006 Budget 
approved by the House this week provides state appropriations for Higher Education of 
$182,368,837, $159,924 more than the Governor had recommended.  The Governor’s 
recommendation was $361,715 more than our Board-approved request.  The Governor 
included, however, a transfer of $2,042,000 from the Department of Administration for 
Shepard’s Building parking and operations, resulting in a net decrease of $1,680,285 from our 
base request. 
 
 The House budget is an increase of $8,927,153 over their revised FY 2005 
recommended budget of $173,441,684 which represents a 5.1% increase.  Without the transfer 
of Shepard’s operating and parking, this represents an increase of 3.9%.  The Governor’s 
recommendation had included a COLA of 2% for both FY2005 and FY2006 and a health 
insurance premium co-share of 5% in FY2005 and 10% in FY2006.  In addition to this amount,  
 
the House has provided a pay plan reserve amount in the Department of Administration’s 
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budget of $10,000,000 for FY2005 and a reserve of $33,000,000 for FY2006.  This reserve will  
be redistributed statewide once union contracts are settled.  It is unknown at this time whether 
any of this reserve is designated for higher education. 
 
 For fiscal year 2005 (revised current year), the recommendation is to decrease state 
support from the original enacted budget of $174,255,556 to $173,441,684.  This change 
consists of:  (1) The COLA increase, offset by a co-share premium savings; (2) Statewide 
adjustment for utility cost increases, offset by savings from procurement activities; (3) An 
addition for rate changes in statewide medical benefits, offset by vacancy savings; and (4) The 
withdrawal of $1,451,569 as a result of the delay in the opening of the Newport Campus of 
CCRI.  This is the main reason for the overall reduction in FY2005 state support. 
 
 For fiscal year 2006, the House recommendation includes the annualization costs for the 
CCRI Newport Campus, as adjusted, and the transfer of the Shepard Building’s operating funds 
from the Department of Administration.  Additional FTE’s and $900,000 have been added to 
continue nursing program expansions at the three institutions.  In addition, $80,000 has been 
added for nursing program operating costs at CCRI and another $200,000 for nursing program 
SimMen at RIC and CCRI.  $20,000 was added to the University’s budget for the Master 
Gardner conference. $15,000 was added to RIC’s budget for women’s gymnastics.  CCRI’s 
budget was reduced by $696,476 as a result of the delay in opening the Newport Campus. 
 
 There are two specific reductions to the Office of Higher Education’s budget.  Both the 
enrollment incentive fund ($405,000) and the State Education Policy Seminar ($3,600) were 
eliminated.  A new pass-thru item, the Best Buddies Program ($50,000), was added to the OHE 
budget.  All other items recommended by the Governor were adopted. 
 
 The Board has approved in-state tuition and fee increases of 8% at the University; of 
7.7% at Rhode Island College; and of 6.9% at the Community College of Rhode Island.  Article 
28 in the Governor’s budget, which would restore the Board’s allocation authority, was not 
adopted by the House. 
 
 Asset protection funding for the three institutions has been completely restored in 
FY2006, and an additional $2,600,000 in Rhode Island capital funds has been added for the 
Independence Hall renovation project at URI.  In the FY2005 revised budget, RI capital funds 
were added for two projects at RIC, Alger Hall and the RIC DCYF II project. 
 
 Commissioner Warner provided an update on legislation that has passed and on bills 
that are still in process.  A bill that would have reduced the size of the Board of Governors from 
15 to 13 and that included reporting requirements to the Assembly passed but was vetoed by 
the Governor.  The Assembly may try to override this veto.  A bill proposed by the House 
Finance Committee that would have created a commission to study the governance of higher 
education has been withdrawn.  A matching grant bill, which provides for a state match for 
fundraising efforts for the foundations, passed the Senate and the House but is not funded. 
 
 There are two resolutions coming out of the Senate on tomorrow’s calendar, both 
sponsored by Senator Alves.  The first would create a special legislative commission to study all 
aspects of the tax-exempt status of institutions of higher education in the State of Rhode Island, 
both public and private.  This may be a substitute for the bill that would have charged students 
$100 per semester for security and fire services in the municipalities where the institutions are 
located.  That bill did not make it out of committee.  The second proposes a study of the entire  
 
 
salary structure at CCRI, as it compares to its peers.  This bill has a twofold purpose: (1) to 
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study the salary structure in relation to peers, and (2) to make recommendations to address and  
resolve shortages of faculty in certain areas, including but not limited to nursing. 
 
 Mr. Schuster inquired as to the status of legislation regarding purchasing, which would 
have had an impact on research at the University.  Commissioner Warner indicated that this bill 
did not make it out of committee.   
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Last October the Board instituted health insurance premium co-sharing for non-union, 
non-classified employees.  Although the Board is covered by the State’s 125 Plan, it is 
recommended that the Board adopt its own 125 Plan.  The purpose of the 125 Plan is to allow 
premium co-share deductions to be made on a pre-tax basis.  The Finance Committee 
recommends that the Board adopt its own 125 Plan.  Sandra Lanni, General Counsel, is 
available to further brief the Board on details of this proposal. 
 
 On a motion duly made by Solomon A. Solomon and seconded by Daniel Ryan, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education adopt its    
     own 125 plan, as presented. 
 
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     Voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
 
 The second item under New Business is Item 7b, a motion to entertain a naming 
opportunity at the University of Rhode Island.  The University has forwarded a request to name 
the second International Engineering Program (IEP) building the “Texas Instruments House,” in 
recognition of the support provided by Texas Instruments.  Texas Instruments will provide 
$350,000 towards the renovation of the former Chi Phi Fraternity.  The company has also 
recently provided $50,000 to the University to develop a Chinese International Engineering 
Program. 
 
 On a motion duly made by Daniel Ryan and seconded by Thomas Rockett, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education recommend   

    to the General Assembly that the second International 
Engineering Program (IEP) building, the former Chi Phi 
fraternity, be named the “Texas Instruments House.” 

 
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative and 0 members 
     Voted in the negative as follows: 
 
 
    
   YEAS:  Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 
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   NAYS:  0 
 
8.        COMMITTEE REPORTS 
     
 a. Facilities 
 
 Chair Caprio reported that the Facilities and Finance and Management 
Committees met on June 15, 2005 and reviewed the following facility-related items: 
 
 Item 8a1 is a request by the University for Board approval to finance the 
acquisition of the Theta Delta Chi Fraternity House and approval of the Kushner 
Resolution to issue debt.  The project includes the acquisition and demolition of the 
existing facility plus the construction of an 8,600 s.f. multi-story addition to Tyler Hall.  
The total cost of this project, including debt service, is $5.2 million.  This Kushner 
Resolution has also been included in the Appropriations Act for FY 2006.  The 
Committees recommended approval of this item. 
 
 Item 8a2 is a proposal by the University for a conditional exchange of two 3-acre 
parcels.  This exchange may be necessary in order for the parties responsible for the 
Superfund site (the towns of South Kingstown, Narragansett, the University, and a 
private land owner) to meet their obligations under state and federal mandates.  If the 
title validation process currently underway confirms the University’s ownership of a 
certain15-acre parcel, an exchange will be required.  The Committees recommend 
Board approval of the University’s request to develop an agreement necessary to 
effectuate the land exchange, subject to review and approval by the Board’s legal 
counsel. 
 
 Item 8a3 involves the University’s (Providence campus) request to enter into a 
lease agreement with Rhode Island Community and Justice, a non-profit corporation, for 
office space in the Shepard Building.  This entity will lease three offices at an annual 
rent of $3,000.  It is a one-year lease with the option to renew for an additional one year.  
Three of the corporation’s staff will receive parking privileges at the Convention Center 
garage.  The Committees recommend approval of this item. 
 
 The Committees recommended approval of Item 8a4 which is a “Kushner 
Resolution” for the Paving II Project at the University of Rhode Island.  The paving 
project, previously approved by the Board, did not require a Kushner Resolution; 
however, a bill under consideration in the General Assembly would require all debt 
issuances, regardless of size, to be approved by the Assembly.  Our bond counsel has 
informed the Board that if this law were to be enacted prior to the issuance of these 
bonds, the bonds could not be sold.  Should this happen, the project would be delayed 
one year, until the next session of the General Assembly.  The Committees recommend 
approval of Item 8a4.  This Kushner Resolution has been included in the Appropriation  
 
 
Act for FY2006. 
 
 On a motion duly made by James DiPrete and seconded by Solomon A. Solomon, it was  
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 VOTED: 
  
 (Item 8a1) That  The Board of Governors for Higher Education (RIBGHE) 

approve the “Kushner Resolution” and the University’s 
request for authorization to finance the acquisition of the 
Theta Delta Chi Fraternity House for demolition and to 
construct on that site an addition to Tyler Hall. 

 
 (Item 8a2) That   The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the  
     University’s request to develop, for execution by the  
     Chairman of the Board, the agreement necessary to  
     effectuate the land exchange, subject to review and  
     approval by the Board’s Legal Counsel, and further 
 
   That  The final agreement be forwarded to the State Properties  
     Committee for approval. 
 
 (Item 8a3) That  The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the    

University’s request to enter into a lease agreement with 
Rhode Island for Community and Justice for office space in 
the Shepard Building, subject to review and approval by 
the Board’s Legal Counsel, and further 
 

That  The lease be forwarded to the State Properties Committee 
for approval. 
 

  (Item 8a4) That  The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve  
      the “Kushner Resolution” for the Paving II Project at the 
      University of Rhode Island. 
 
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
 
  
 b.       Finance 

 Chair Caprio reported on Item 8b1 on tonight’s agenda.  The University of Rhode Island 
is requesting changes to its Ryan Center and Student Activity fees as follows:  (1) to reduce the 
Ryan Center fee by $16.00 per year from $256.00 to $240.00; and (2) to increase the Student 

 

Activity fee by $7.00 per year from $96.00 to $103.00 for a net decrease in fees of $9.00 per 
year.  The Committees recommended approval of this item. 
 
 On a motion made by Pierre LaPerriere and seconded by Thomas Rockett, it was 
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 VOTED:  
 
 (Item 8b1) That  The Board of Governors approve the University’s request  
     to reduce the Ryan Center fee by $16.00 per year, from  
     $256.00 to $240.00 and increase the Student Activity fee  
     by $7.00 per year, from $96.00 to $103.00 per year. 

 
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
     voted in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
 
  
9.       ADDITIONAL CONSENT AGENDA 
  
 President Sepe is requesting approval for the awarding of tenure to the faculty 
members at the Community College of Rhode Island as listed below.  These faculty 
members have completed six years of full-time service at the Community College. 
  
 a.  Approval of Faculty Tenure at the Community College of 
   Rhode Island. 

 
 It was recommended: 
 

 (Item 9a) THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education   
     approve the awarding of tenure: 
 
   Effective July 1, 2006 
   Ann Marie Rameika, Nursing 
   Margaret Clifton, Nursing 
   Joseph Polisena, Nursing 
    

 On a motion duly made by Solomon A. Solomon and seconded by James DiPrete, it was 
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative and 0 members voted 

in the negative as follows: 
 
   YEAS:  Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:  0 
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10.      UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
 
11.      PRESIDENTS’ REPORTS 
 
 a.        Rhode Island College 
 
 President Nazarian reported that RIC has started to move faculty members into the 
newly renovated Alger Hall and that classes will commence there in August.  The new residence 
hall project is underway and ahead of the design schedule.  Student enrollment for the 2005-
2006 academic year look very healthy.  President Nazarian noted that RIC is receiving more 
transfer students this year.   
 
 President Nazarian distributed a Media Report which was prepared in-house by the 
News and Public Relations Department.  Jane Fusco, the Director of the News and Public 
Relations Department, has done an outstanding job in the three years that she has been at 
Rhode Island College. 
 
 b.        Community College of Rhode Island 
  
 President Sepe highlighted two recent social activities:  (1) a Bay Queen cruise and (2) 
an alumni golf tournament.  Both of these functions raised monies for scholarship funds.   
 
 The CCRI Athletics Department received recognition from the National Alliance for Two 
Year College Athletic Administrators, which ranked CCRI 12th in the country out of 200 schools 
in terms of the Athletic Department’s effectiveness on the measures of this organization. 
 
 President Sepe reported that monitoring between the Community College and the Office 
of Higher Education continues regarding the status of the Newport campus.  Both state and 
local inspectors have been on the premises this week.  President Sepe anticipates that a 
temporary certificate of occupancy will be issued on July 12th.  CCRI plans to move 
administrative offices and registration staff in by July 18th, and registration will be conducted 
through the rest of July.  The Newport campus is still on schedule for classes to open in the fall 
semester. 
 
 b.        University of Rhode Island 
 
 President Carothers reported that the final session for freshmen orientation will be 
completed as of tomorrow.  The University is currently involved in many construction projects 
throughout the campus.  Design work for the new dining center and the biosciences center are 
on schedule.  In addition, the renovations to two fraternity houses and the construction of a new 
fraternity house are also on schedule.   
 
 President Carothers thanked Dorothy Escribano, an ACE Fellow, for her contributions to 
the University.  Ms. Escribano will be returning to Worcester State after today. 
   
 
12.         EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Chair Caprio indicated he would entertain a motion to enter into executive session to 
discuss an update on collective bargaining and pending litigation pursuant R.I.G.L. §42-46-
5(a)(1) and R.I.G.L. §42-46-5(a)(2). 
      
 On a motion duly made by Daniel Ryan and seconded by Solomon A. Solomon, it was  
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 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education convene in 

executive session pursuant to R.I.G.L. §42-46-5(a)(1) and 
R.I.G.L. §42-46-5(a)(2) for the reasons set forth above. 

        
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members voted 

in the negative as follows: 
 
YEAS:   Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:   0 
 
 The Board convened in Executive Session at 6:07 p.m.   
           
 All other audience members were excused. 
 
 The Board reconvened in Open Session at 7:00 p.m. 
 
13. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 On a motion made by Daniel Ryan and seconded by Solomon A. Solomon, it was  
 
 VOTED: THAT  The Board of Governors for Higher Education approve an 

amendment to the 125 Plan (Item 7a) correcting the 
effective date of the 125 Plan from October 1, 2004 to 
June 30, 2005.  

        
   Vote:  8 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members voted 

in the negative as follows: 
 
YEAS:   Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio, James DiPrete, Pierre 

LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
   NAYS:   0 
 
14.       INFORMATIONAL REPORTS – None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.       NEXT MEETING 
   
 Monday, August 15, 2005, University of Rhode Island, Coastal Institute, Narragansett 
Bay Campus, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 Monday, September 19, 2005, Alger Hall, Rhode Island College, Providence, Rhode 
Island at 5:00 p.m. 
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16.      ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 On a motion duly made by James DiPrete and seconded by Paula Arruda, it was 
 
 
 
 VOTED: THAT  the Board of Governors for Higher Education adjourn. 
            

Vote:   8 members voted in the affirmative, and 0 members 
voted in the negative as follows: 

 
YEAS:   Paula Arruda, Frank Caprio,   James DiPrete, 

Pierre LaPerriere, Thomas Rockett, Daniel Ryan, 
Michael Schuster, and Solomon A. Solomon. 

 
    NAYS:  0 
  
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted,    
 
 
 
       Kenneth Aurecchia, Secretary   


