
RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF HEARING AID DEALERS AND FITTERS

May 8, 2008

MINUTES OF MEETING

The Open Session of the Board of Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters

was called to order at 8:30 a.m. on the above date in Room 104,

Cannon Building, Department of Health, Three Capitol Hill,

Providence, Rhode Island, pursuant to the applicable provisions of

the Open Meeting Law, so called, and other applicable provisions of

the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island, as amended.  A

quorum was established.

Board members in attendance:

	James Healey

Cathy Atkinson

	Edward Melusky

	Michael Lancia

Staff members in attendance:

Mike Martineau

Others in attendance:

	Shelley Deming, Allied Court Reporters

 



Minutes of the meeting held March 6, 2008 were presented.  On a

motion by James Healey seconded by Cathy Atkinson, the Board

unanimously voted to accept the minutes as presented.

Board Members considered the request of Ms. Darleen Vieira to

schedule a practical exam.  The Board agreed to set a date of June

12, 2008 at 10:30 AM.  A room was located and the candidate has

been notified.  

There is a vacancy on the Board; the Board Administrator suggested

Board Members consider talking to colleagues to find a replacement. 

The Board had lengthy discussion relating to the Temporary Permit

process.  As it relates to carrying out the Board responsibility to

protect consumers, a desire was expressed to tighten up the current

process by amending it to strengthen it with additional educational

prerequisites.  We will invite Elizabeth Shelov to the next meeting to

advise and guide the Board for possible legislative changes to that

process.

The Board seeks clarification as it relates to the renewal process.  It

has come to our attention that some license holders allow their

license to expire and may seek renewal up to and past two years.  The

Board expresses concern these unlicensed individuals may be

testing and otherwise advising customers when they are not licensed



and possibly not current in their professional or business practices.   

Adjournment

On a motion by Cathy Atkinson, seconded by James Healey, it was

unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 AM.  The next

meeting will be held July 10, 2008.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Martineau

Board Administrator

Health Professionals Regulation


