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Governor's Commission on 
Disabilities Business Meeting 
Monday June 2, 2008 5 – 6:30 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court,  
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

Attendees: 
 

John MacDonald (Acting Chair); Jeanne Behie; Rosemary Carmody; Binyamin 
Efreom; Timothy Flynn; Sanford Lupovitz; Lisa McKay; Ronald McMinn; 
Kate McCarthy-Barnett; Bill Nieranowski; James Pitassi; Arthur Plitt; Lorna 
Ricci; Patricia Ryherd; Rev. Gerard Sabourin; & John Treat 

Excused: Sharon Brinkworth; Frederick Burke; Regina Connor; Joseph Corrente; Dr. 
Judith Drew; R.; Karen O'Connell-Lyons; Lou Salerno; & Nancy Thomas 

---------- Minutes ---------- 
Call to Order and Acceptance of the 
Minutes 

John J. MacDonald, Jr.  Acting 
Chairperson 

5 min.

 Introductions: Chaired the meeting to order at 5:07 PM 
MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented PR/LR passed 
unanimously 
Action Items: Discussion Leader: Time: 
1. Commission’s FY 08 Budget Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary 5 min.
 Discussion: The FY 08 Revised Budget just enacted into law 2 weeks ago already is projected to be 

exceeded to $32.8 million. The Governor has instituted a series of measures to constrain spending to 
only the most critical activities needed to protect health, safety, emergency, or contractual obligation 
that can not be deferred or delayed.  

All purchases orders will be cancelled unless the agency can document a need to keep a portion 
outstanding through June 30th.  

Agencies must identify any purchases order that need to be brought forward into FY 09 to meet any 
remaining contractual obligations. 

The RIFANs (financial system) has been modified to prevent new spending from non-critical line 
items (natural accounts) including: consultant services for public relations; trainings & education 
services; design engineering; temporary services; other contracted professional services; & 
communications & media services; transportation; office supplies; lease purchase of multifunction 
printer.  

Allowable expenditures: cleaning services; interpreters; postage; telephones; in-state mileage*; 
fellowship stipends & other grants (recycling pilot project).  
* Director Williams example of critical in-state mileage that will be reimbursed was sanitation 
inspections of restaurants.  

2. Commission’s FY 09 Budget Request John MacDonald 5 min.
 a. Status of Budget Request 
 Discussion: No decisions have been made by the House Finance Committee on any agency’s budget. 

Expect additional cuts beyond the Governor’s request, due to the depressed revenue estimates made 2 
weeks ago. The State is projected an additional $50 million shortfall over the initial estimate of $380 
million.   
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 b. Adjustment of the Mary Brennan Fellowship Stipends 
 Last fall the Commission decided to offer only 1 fellowship each semester, due to reduced staffing. The 

FY 09 Budget Bill contains $10,350 for 4 fellowships. The FY 08 Stipend was for $2,587.50/semester. 
With only 3 fellowships the stipend could be increased to$3,450.   
The Executive Committee recommends increasing the stipend to $3,450 starting with the 2008 Summer 

fellowship. 
 Discussion: 1. Increase the stipend to $3,450 starting with the 2008 Summer fellowship. 

2. Future applicants would be asked to indicate whether they are: 
A resident of Rhode Island with disabilities, enrolled in a Rhode Island college or university; 
A resident of Rhode Island enrolled in a Rhode Island college or university’s course of study in 

education and/or human services for persons with disabilities; 
A non- resident of Rhode Island with disabilities, enrolled in a Rhode Island college or university; 

or 
A non-resident of Rhode Island enrolled in a Rhode Island college or university’s course of study in 

education and/or human services for persons with disabilities. 
3. Mary Brennan Public Policy Fellow, description of duties would be changed to read:  

(Available Summer Semester Only) 
The focus of the fellowship is a series of Public Forums on the Concerns of People with 

Disabilities and their Families are held annually during the week the anniversary of the signing of the 
Americans with Disabilities (July 26th). The purpose of the forums is to ensure the State Government 
and the sponsoring organizations hear from people with disabilities and their families, their concerns 
and ideas from improving the lives of all Rhode Islanders with disabilities. 

The fellow assists in the logistics of running 5 - 7 forums; 
Secure rooms for each forum 
Secure host organization for each forum  
Lining up panelists to listen to the testimony at each forum 
Send invitations to local & state elected officials 
Send press releases to the local media 
placing newspaper advertisements,  
putting together a forum brochure describing the sponsoring organizations mission and 

contact information, leading up to the forums 
After the forums are completed the fellow: 

reviews the transcripts from each of the forums,  
identifies common themes,  
tags the transcript for easy retrieval of testimony by those themes and  
assists in setting up working groups to review the testimony and develop 

recommendations to address the concerns raised at the forums.  
The fellow must observe the rules of confidentiality regarding the privacy of the parties and 

cases before the Commission. 
 MOTION: To divide the FY 09 Fellowship Allocation stipends by 3 fellows and modify 

the recruitment packet’s description and application information as proposed above 
RMcM/PR passed unanimously 

 c. Consolidation of Advocacy Agencies 
 Discussion: The advocacy agency chairs/administrators are met with the Deputy Secretary of the 

Executive Office of Health & Human Services to discuss potential wording of language to protect the 
independence of the 3 commissions/councils. The Deputy Secretary had mentioned the relationship she 
had with the State Labor Relations Board when she was the Director of the Department of Labor and 
Training, during the Department of Elderly Affairs & Advocacy Budget Hearing in April.  
The Developmental Disabilities Council is in the process of becoming a non-profit agency. The 
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Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is not interested in any legislation. 
 d. Request Modification of the Restricted Receipt Account Allocation   
 The Recycling Pilot Project Grant from the Resource Recovery Corporation will have $1,500 to $2,000 

remaining at the end of FY 08. The Executive Committee recommends seeking permission from the 
General Assembly to continue that project into FY 09.  

 Discussion: We may be restricted from utilizing any of the Resource Recovery Corporation Grant for 
the balance of FY 08 for the DBE Consultant due the budget clamp down instituted Friday. 

 MOTION: To request the Budget Officer seek an increase in the Restricted Receipt 
Account for FY 2009 of the projected balance from the Recycling Pilot Project. BE/PR 
passed unanimously 

3. Advice and Consent – Appointments to: John J. MacDonald  5 min.
 Two Appointments will need the advice and consent of the Commissioners: 

1. Rory Carmody has expressed an interest in being appointed to the Special Legislative Commission to 
Study and Establish an Olmstead Decision Task Force in the State of Rhode Island 
2. We are looking for a volunteer to serve on the Home and Community Care Advisory Committee, by 
law the person must be a representative of the general public, fifty-nine (59) years of age or under. 

 08-R198 
2008 -- H 7391 

Enacted 04/30/08  
H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N 

EXTENDING THE COMMISSION LIFE AND AMENDING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY AND ESTABLISH AN OLMSTEAD 

DECISION TASK FORCE IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
     Introduced By: Representatives Naughton, E Coderre, and San Bento  
     Date Introduced: February 06, 2008  
     RESOLVED, That the special legislative commission created by resolution No. 215 passed by the 
House of Representatives at its January session, A.D. 2007, and approved May 1, 2007 entitled “House 
Resolution Creating A Special Legislative Commission To Study And Establish An Olmstead Decision 
Task Force In The State Of Rhode Island” is hereby authorized to continue its study and make a report 
to the General Assembly on or before June 30, 2009 and said commission shall expire on June 30, 2010; 
and be it further  
     RESOLVED, That the composition of said special legislative commission is hereby amended to 
consist of twenty-one (21) members: three (3) of whom shall be members of the House of 
Representatives, not more than two (2) from the same political party, to be appointed by the Speaker of 
the House; one of whom shall be the Rhode Island Parent Information Network Chairperson, or 
designee; one of whom shall be the Chairperson of the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities, or 
designee; one of whom shall be the Chairperson of the Ocean State Center Independent Living, or 
designee; one of whom shall be the Chairperson of PARI, or designee; one of whom shall be the 
Chairperson of the Senior Agenda Coalition, or designee; one of whom shall be the Chairperson of the 
Long Term Care Coordinating Council, or designee; one of whom shall be the State Director of AARP 
Rhode Island, or designee; one of whom shall be the President of the Grey Panthers, or designee; one of 
whom shall be the Speaker of the Rhode Island Silver Haired Legislature, or designee; one of whom 
shall be the Chairperson of the RI Development Disabilities Council, or designee; one of whom shall be 
the Executive Director of the Rhode Island Disability Law Center, or designee; one of whom shall be 
the Secretary of the Executive Office of Health and Human Services, or designee; one of whom shall be 
the Chairperson of the RI Housing and Mortgage Finance Corporation, or designee; one of whom shall 
be the Mental Health Advocate, or designee; one of whom shall be a provider of a community-based 
service, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; one or whom shall be the CEO 
of Bradley Hospital, or designee; one of whom shall be the Chairperson of the Rhode Island Public 



Page 2 
 

Transit Authority, or designee; and one of whom shall be the Director of the Paul V. Sherlock Center, 
or designee; and be it further 
     RESOLVED, That the time for reporting authorized by resolution No. 215 and passed by the House 
of Representatives at its January session, A.D. 2007, and approved May 1, 2007 be and the same is 
hereby rescinded. 

 MOTION: To give advice and consent to the appointment of Rory Carmody to the 
Special Legislative Commission to Study and Establish an Olmstead Decision Task 
Force in the State of Rhode Island JP/BN passed unanimously 

 42-66.3-8. Home and community care advisory committee.  
(a)  There is established a permanent state committee to be known as the home and community care 

services advisory committee established for the purpose of advising the director of elderly affairs 
relative to the needs and concerns of home and community care services care recipients. The 
commission shall consist of twenty-three (23) members: six (6) of whom shall be representatives of the 
general public age sixty (60) years of age or older, two (2) to be appointed by the speaker of the house 
who shall be members of AARP; one to be appointed by the house minority leader; two (2) to be 
appointed by the senate president; one of whom shall be a member of AARP; and one to be appointed 
by the senate minority leader; one of whom shall be a representative of the general public, fifty-nine 
(59) years of age or under to be appointed by the governor's commission on disabilities; six (6) of whom 
shall be representatives of home and community care providers to be appointed by the director of 
elderly affairs, including, one representative of adult day services centers; one representative of assisted 
living residences; one representative of home nursing care providers/home care providers; one 
representative of case management agencies; one representative of respite care providers; and one 
representative of a visiting nurses association; one of whom shall be a family caregiver or a person sixty 
(60) years of age or older to be appointed by the director of elderly affairs; one of whom shall be the 
long-term care ombudsperson; one of whom shall be the chairperson of long-term care coordinating 
council or his or her designee; one of whom shall be the health care advocate of the attorney general's 
department; one of whom shall be the executive director of the Rhode Island Partnership for Home Care 
Incorporated, or his or her designee; one of whom shall be the director of the Rhode Island Visiting 
Nurse Network, or his or her designee; one of whom shall be the director of the Rhode Island chapter of 
the Alzheimer's Association, or his or her designee; one of whom shall be the director of health, or his 
or her designee; one of whom shall be the director of human services, or his or her designee; and one of 
whom shall be the director of mental health, retardation and hospitals, or his or her designee.   

(b)  The members of the committee shall meet at the call of the director and organize and shall select 
from among themselves a chairperson. Vacancies in the committee shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointment. The membership of the committee shall receive no compensation for their 
services. The committee may call upon the department of elderly affairs to provide technical and other 
assistance as it may deem necessary to accomplish its purpose.   

(c)  All departments and agencies of the state shall furnish any advice and information, documentary 
and otherwise, to the committee and its agents as is deemed necessary or desirable by the committee to 
facilitate the purposes of this chapter.    
The Home and community care advisory committee meets about 4 times a year 

 MOTION: To give advice and consent to the appointment of Kate McCarthy-Barnett 
Home and Community Care Advisory Committee. RMcM/PR passed unanimously 

4. Status of Committee, Liaisons and 
Staff Activities 

Committee Chairs, Liaisons and Staff 60 min.

 Report to the Commission from the Legislation Committee  
Submitted by: Tim Flynn 
Prepared on: April 20, 2008 
Name of the Activity: Legislation Enacted that is beneficial to people with disabilities and their families 
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Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008 Status as of March 31, 2008 

Coordinate a series of Public Forums on the Concerns of People with Disabilities and 
their Families with other agencies and advocacy organizations. 

Accomplished  

From the testimony at those forums develop a legislative package and work for its 
enactment. 

Accomplished  

Diversify Committee membership. No Progress 
Identify members of the Committee who can take the lead on specific areas of 
legislation. 

Efforts Ongoing 

Target legislators in house and senate that have been helpful in past and ask them to 
address the committee as to strategies to improve our effectiveness in winning 
converts to our mission. 

Discussion Ongoing 

Create spreadsheet that identifies legislation important to us, lists hearing times and 
committees and is distributed electronically during key times in the legislative 
process. 

Utilizing the Legislative Letter 

Assign committee members and commissioners responsibility to monitor and inform 
the committee on progress on capitol hill. 

In Progress 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
The emerging issues facing the Commission impacted the Committee (e.g., number of legislative priorities). 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
The pending changes to the Commission will potentially impact the future of the Committee. 

What options are available to:  
put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

To be determined based on the overall status of the Commission. 
Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 

The Committee will continue to work on the activities noted above. 
  Status of Legislative Package as of June 2, 2008 

The Commission Position: Commission Supports these bills/budget articles 
Passed and Transferred 
 08 S-2697 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- ZONING ORDINANCES Sponsor:   
 Sen. Levesque Sub A is identical to H 7235 & S 2290  House Municipal Government Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports this bill - Passed and Transferred: 1 
In Committee 
 08 H-7023   AN ACT RELATING TO FAMILY COURT -- JURISDICTION Sponsor:  Rep. Gemma   House  
 Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports this bill - In Committee: 1 
Continued 
 08 H-7235   AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES - ZONING ORDINANCES Sponsor:  Rep. Kilmartin 
Identical to S 2290  House Municipal Government Committee 
 08 H-7319   AN ACT RELATING TO COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE - GOVERNMENTAL TORT LIABILITY 
STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS Sponsor:  Rep. Fox   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 01 Gov Amend(2) Office of Health and Human Services Sponsor:  Rep. Watson House Finance 
Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 08 Gov Amend(2) Long-Term Care Re-balancing System Reform Goal Sponsor: Rep. Watson 
House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 09 - 10 Gov Amendment Family Court & the RI Training School Sponsor:  Rep. Watson House 
Finance Committee 08 H-7390 Art. 20  AN ARTICLE RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - HEALTH ACCOUNT 
Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 21  RELATING TO GENERAL PUBLIC ASSISTANCE - HARDSHIP Sponsor:  Rep. Watson House 
Finance Committee 
 08 S-2290  AN ACT RELATING TO CITIES AND TOWNS -- ZONING ORDINANCES Sponsor:  Sen. Levesque 
Identical to H 7235 & S 2697 Sub A  Senate Housing and Municipal Government Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports these bills/budget articles - Continued: 8 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports these bills/budget articles -  10 
  The Commission Position: Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles 
Withdrawn by sponsor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 17 old Gov Amendment AN ARTICLE RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND  
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 MEDICAID REFORM ACT  
 Long Term Home Health Care - Alternative to Placement in a Skilled Nursing or Intermediate Care Facility  
 Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 29 Gov Amendment AN ARTICLE RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND MEDICAID  
 REFORM ACT {Rhode Island Assisted Housing Living Waiver} Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance  
 Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles - Withdrawn by sponsor: 2 
Continued 
 08 H-7390 Art. 42 AN ARTICLE RELATING TO ELDERLY AFFAIRS PROGRAMS Sponsor:  Rep.  
 Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 09  AN ARTICLE RELATING TO EDUCATION AID Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House  
 Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles - Continued: 2 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles -  4 
  The Commission Position: Commission Supports this bill/budget article if its amended 
Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration 
 08 H-7162   AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- OFFICE OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES Sponsor:  Rep. Costantino   House Finance Committee 

Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports this bill/budget article if its amended – 
Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration - 1 

Continued 
08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 03 Gov Amend(2) Health Care for Families Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports this bill if its amended - Continued: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports these bills/budget articles if its amended -  2 
  The Commission Position: Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles unless its amended 
Continued 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 05 - 06 Gov Amendment Health Care for Elderly and Disabled Residents Sponsor:   
 Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 14 Gov Amendment Medical Assistance- Antipsychotic Prescription Drugs Sponsor:   
 Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 17 Gov Amend(2) Emergency Rules and Regulations Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House  
 Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 15 Gov Amend(2) Cost Sharing for Disabled Children Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House 
  Finance Committee 

Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles unless its amended - Continued - 4 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes these bills/budget articles unless its amended -  4 
  The Commission Position: Committee finds this bill Beneficial 
Recommend Passage 
08 S-2679   AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - THE RHODE ISLAND  
 HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE ACT OF 2008 Sponsor:  Sen. Paiva-Weed Identical to H 7409   
 Senate Calendar 

Total of GCD Bills Committee finds this bill Beneficial - Recommend Passage: 1 
Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration 
 08 H-7463 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS Sponsor:  Rep. 
Baldelli-Hunt   Senate Education Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds this bill Beneficial - Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration - 1 
 In Committee 
 08 S-2156   AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL AND MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUND  
 SAFETY Sponsor:  Sen. Blais   Senate Finance Committee 
 08 S-2194   AN ACT RELATING TO PROPERTY -- RHODE ISLAND FAIR HOUSING PRACTICES ACT  
 Sponsor:  Sen. Metts   Senate Judiciary Committee 
 08 H-8113   AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - FAMILY INDEPENDENCE ACT Sponsor:   
 Rep. Dennigan   House Finance Committee 
 08 S-2223 Sub A as Amended AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - MEDICAL ASSISTANCE -  
 LONG-TERM CARE SERVICE AND FINANCE REFORM Sponsor:  Sen. Perry Similar to H 7390 Art. 17  
 Sec. 08  House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Beneficial - In Committee: 5 
Continued 
 08 S-2282  AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - MEDICAL ASSISTANCE - LONG-TERM  
 CARE SERVICE AND FINANCE REFORM Sponsor:  Sen. Perry Similar to S 2223  Senate Health and  
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 Human Services Committee 
 08 H-7409  AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS - THE RHODE ISLAND HEALTH  
 INFORMATION EXCHANGE ACT OF 2008 Sponsor:  Rep. Kilmartin Identical to S 2679  House Health,  
 Education, & Welfare Committee 
 08 H-8249   N ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - HEALTH AND SAFETY AND STATEWIDE  
 TRANSPORTATION OF PUPILS Sponsor:  Rep. Jacquard   House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Beneficial - Continued: 3 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Beneficial -  9 
  The Commission Position: Committee finds this bill Harmful 
Withdrawn by sponsor 
 08 H-7567   AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND  
 SUPERINTENDENTS Sponsor:  Rep. Loughlin Identical to H 2133  House Health, Education, & Welfare  
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds this bill Harmful - Withdrawn by sponsor: 1 
In Committee 
 08 S-2133   AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND  
 SUPERINTENDENTS Sponsor:  Sen. Gibbs Identical to H 7567  Senate Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds this bill Harmful - In Committee: 1 
Continued 
 08 H-7206   AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - - MANDATES Sponsor:  Rep. Corvese   House  
 Health, Education, & Welfare Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds this bill Harmful - Continued: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Harmful -  3 
  The Commission Position: Committee finds these bills Beneficial if amended 
In Committee 
 08 H-7205   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS Sponsor:  Rep. Silva   House  
 Health, Education, & Welfare Committee 
 08 H-7384  AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - RHODE ISLAND  
 HOUSING AND MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton Similar to H 7990   
 House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Beneficial if amended - In Committee: 2 
Continued 
 08 H-7098   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- TOXIC CHEMICALS IN CHILDREN'S  
 PRODUCTS Sponsor:  Rep. Rice   House Health, Education, & Welfare Committee 
 08 H-7176   AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL PROCEDURE -- ELDERLY VIOLENCE PREVENTION  
 ACT Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton   House Judiciary Committee 
 08 S-2089   AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - RHODE ISLAND  
 PROTECTION FROM SECONDHAND SMOKE FOR CHILDREN ACT OF 2008 Sponsor:  Sen. Sosnowski  
   Senate Judiciary Committee 
 08 H-7990   AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- RHODE ISLAND  
 HOUSING AND MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton Similar to H 7384   
 House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Beneficial if amended - Continued: 4 
 Total of GCD Bills Committee finds these bills Beneficial if amended -  6 
  The Commission Position: Neutral now that it has been amended 
Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration 
08 H-8271   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton Identicial to S 2960 House 
Health, Education, & Welfare Committee 

Total of GCD Bills Neutral now that it has been amended - Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration - 1 
Continued 
 08 S-2960   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY Sponsor:  Sen. Levesque Identicial to H 8271  
  Senate Health and Human Services Committee 
08 H-7390 Art. 17 Gov Amend(2) AN ARTICLE RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND MEDICAID REFORM  
 ACT Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 12 Gov Amendment Elderly Affairs Department - Duties of the department Sponsor:   
 Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 13 Gov Amendment Home and Community Services to the Elderly Sponsor:  Rep.  
 Watson   House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Neutral now that it has been amended - Continued: 4 
 Total of GCD Bills Neutral now that it has been amended -  5 

The Legislation Committee reviewed and then took no Position on 175 bills 
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Total Number of Bills & Budget Articles Reviewed - 227 
 Report to the Commission from the State Coordinating Committee on Disability Rights  

Submitted by: John J. MacDonald, Jr. Chair 
Prepared on: 4/22/08 
Name of the Activity: Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability in State and Local Government Services (ADA Title II) 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008 Status as of March 31, 2008 

The State Coordinating Committee on Disability Rights will continue to meet regularly 
to coordinate ongoing training activities and to identify needs for future trainings and 
resources to carry them out 

In progress 

To accomplish the ADA Technical Assistance Grant’s training and public awareness 
related activities 

Not implemented 

Coordinating Policy Development and Dissemination of the state board and commission 
liaisons 

Not implemented 

The SCCDR will expand it’s purview into the areas of communications and marketing 
in order to expand the publics knowledge of people with disabilities and attempt to 
coordinate these efforts to reach the targeted audiences 

Not implemented 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Neither of the 2 vacant Assistant ADA Coordinator position has been filled 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
Not enough staff to implement the final three activities 

What options are available to:  
put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 
Name of the Activity: Technical Assistance on Nondiscrimination in Public Accommodations 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Outreach and Technical assistance to the business community, regarding customer 
services will be at least ½ of a staff person’s time. 

Not accomplished 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Neither of the 2 vacant Assistant ADA Coordinator position has been filled 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
Yes, until at least 1 of the positions are filled, it will be difficult to accomplish any outreach, other than as an “add-on” to an 
employment or accessibility awareness projects 

What options are available to:  
put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 Report to the Commission from the Hearing Board 

Submitted by: John J. MacDonald, Jr. Chair 
Prepared on: 4/22/08 
Name of the Activity: Ensuring Open Meeting are Accessible 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  

Activities Planned for FY 2008  

Status as of 
March 31, 

2008 
Complete open meeting facility accessibility surveys of all the open meeting locations in 6 cities & towns. No progress 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Neither of the 2 vacant Assistant ADA Coordinator position has been filled 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
Yes, not enough staff to conduct surveys. 

What options are available to:  
put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
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Name of the Activity: Ensuring Disability Discrimination Complaints are Resolved Quickly 
Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  

Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 
Training of new Hearing Board Members & refresher for the current members No Progress 
Outreach and Awareness of the Commission’s complaint, hearing and resolution 
procedure No Progress  

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Neither of the 2 vacant Assistant ADA Coordinator position has been filled 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
Yes, not enough staff to conduct outreach or handle additional complaints 

What options are available to:  
put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 Report to the Commission from the  Executive Committee 

Submitted by: John J. MacDonald, Jr. Chair 
Prepared on: 4/22/08 
Name of the Activity: Mary Brennan Fellowships 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Shift outreach activities at least one semester earlier  Accomplished 
Target outreach to department heads of related areas of study  No progress 
Follow-up on where the alumni are now and how the fellowships.  No progress 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 
Name of the Activity: Ensuring the Commission’s Goals and Objectives are Accomplished 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Ensuring the Commission’s Goals and Objectives are Accomplished In Progress 
A strategic planning retreat involving Commissioners and staff will be conducted.  No Progress 
A more formalized Orientation/Re-Orientation program will be developed and take 
place on a regular basis each year. 

 No Progress 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 
Name of the Activity:  

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Each Executive Committee member will attend at least one monthly staff meetings, as 
a liaison and the Executive Committee in its responsibility for Commission personnel 
and management 

Not accomplished 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 Report to the Commission from the Assistive Technology Committee  
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Submitted by: Regina Connor and Harvey Salvas 
Prepared on: 4/21/08 
Name of the Activity: Provide Assistive Technology for people with disabilities, who are state employees, state operated 
schools & college students, and residents of state operated institutions 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Review and approve requests for assistive technology  
Secure funding for assistive technology  
Outreach out to state webmasters, especially at smaller agencies to provide technical 
assistance and training 

DOIT’s responsibility 
 

Coordinate policy development and dissemination regarding state IT procedures Need clarification  
Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   

No funds 
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   

Yes 
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future?  

Commission needs to apply for state funding 
Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 

 
Name of the Activity: Open Meeting Telecommunication Waivers 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Developing Regulations and Procedures for considering open meeting  
telecommunication waivers 

completed 

Consider and act upon waiver requests   None  
Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 Report to the Commission from the Accessibility Committee 

Submitted by: Binyamin Efreom and Harvey Salvas 
Prepared on:  4/22/08 
Name of the Activity: Accessibility of Public Accommodations and in Commercial Facilities 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the RI Department of 
Elementary & Secondary  Education adopted to ensure the Commission’s 
staff participates in the design, review and approval of  all (public & private)   
school housing renovation/alteration building plans for existing school buildings  
and new school construction 

While a formal MOU has not been 
made, however the new person in 
charge of construction has assured 
me that plans will not proceed 
without our approval. We will 
pursue the MOU with the new 
Commissioner of Education 

On an as needed of “as built” on-site access surveys, of  
school housing and state funded construction 

None  

Seek an amendment to the state building code to ensure the 
 Commission’s staff participates in the  design, review and  
approval of all construction/renovation/alteration building 
 plans for facilities paid in whole or in part with state funds  
and all elementary & secondary school construction 

Building Code staff will seek 
assistance from office on State 
funded projects; no amendment is 
planned by SBC. 
We will seek to put in place a letter 
of commitment with SBC. 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  



Page 9 
 

avoid such difficulties in the future? 
Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 

 
Name of the Activity: Accessibility of Facilities Leased or Owned by the State 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Propose an accessible bond referendum for 
the FY 2008 capital budget 

Due fiscal situation this will not be considered at this time. The committee 
understands the situation and will seek this when the conditions change. 

Establishing a procedure (MOU between 
the Commission and the State Property 
Committee) to ensure the Commission 
conducts on-site access survey of 
prospective facilities to lease (prior to the 
selection of the leassor). 

Commission will continue to review existing leases 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 
Name of the Activity: Disability Parking Enforcement 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Identify exemplary enforcement programs & publicize those.   
Meet with enforcement program coordinators to identify the problems 
with enforcement 

Committee will review in coming data. 
For Those agencies that perform well and  
those who do not. 

Mass mailing to current placard holders on changes in the law. No recourses or data. Responsibility of DMV 
Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 Report to the Commission from the Election Assistance Committee 

Submitted by: Rory Carmody and Harvey Salvas 
Prepared on:  4/22/08 
Name of the Activity: Making polling places, including the path of travel, entrances, exits, and voting areas of each polling 
facility, accessible 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Complete the polling place accessibility surveys  Done 
Award funding and complete the renovation projects prior to the 2006 primary and 
general elections Done 
Process additional applications from local boards of canvassers to address barriers found 
during the completion of the surveys for the 2006 election cycle  
Undertake surveys through out the year at the request of the local boards of canvassers On going 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 
Name of the Activity: Train election officials, poll workers, and election volunteers 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 
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Recruit and train people with disabilities to be poll worker  
Update and localized election officials training video Done 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 
Name of the Activity: Provide individuals with the full range of disabilities with information about the accessibility of 
polling places 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008  Status as of March 31, 2008 

Create a polling place video for voters with disabilities  
Dedicate HAVA funds as needed for ongoing voter outreach, registration, training, 
education, etc. 

Done 

Purchase an Automark voting system to conduct training with throughout the year  
The RI Disability Vote project would continue to grow and add new groups to the 
initiative. We would be able to track voters and provide them with information about 
upcoming elections, candidate profiles, access to the polls and assistance as needed in 
getting to their voting places 

 

Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   
Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?   
What options are available to:  

put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 
 Report to the Commission from the Employment Committee  

Submitted by: Pat Ryherd 
Prepared on:  
Name of the Activity:  ADA Employment 
 
Name of the Activity: Promoting Work and Work Incentives 
 

 Report to the Commission from the Disability Business Enterprise Committee 
  

Submitted by:  Bill Nieronowski 
Prepared on: 4/28/08 
Name of the Activity: Assisting rehabilitation agencies, small business owners with disabilities and businesses employing 
workers with disabilities win state contracts for goods and services 

Describe the project's activities that took place during this time period.  
Activities Planned for FY 2008 Status as of March 31, 2008 

Most importantly, increase the number of contracts awarded 
to Disability Business Enterprises.  Would like to see 7 
contracts awarded in FY '07? 
 
 
*The state contracts with the DBE’s provide an increase in 
employment for the agencies that employ people with 
disabilities. 

Completed 
2008 -Governor’s Bay Day- Maher Center  
2008 – Expanding Recycling Project with DEM – 
BetterShred 
2008- Shredding Div. of Taxation – BetterShred 
2008- Shredding AG Office –Better Shred 
2008-Shredding State Police – BetterShred 
2007 – MPA Shredding – BetterShred 
2007 – Catering Prisoner Lunches –Maher Center 
2007- Mass Mailing Dept of  Education-ProMail 
2007- Adaptive Technology ORS – EVAS 
2007 – Laundry URI – Maher Center 
2007 – Laundry Veterans Home – Maher Center 
2007 – Flowers Governor’s Office – Cove Center 
2007 – Shredding CCRI – BetterShred 
2007 – Mailings  RISLA – Trudeau Center 



Page 11 
 

2007 – Adaptive Technology  ORS– Vision Dynamics 
2007 – Cookies URI – Cookie Place 
2007 – Cookies RIC – Cookie Place 
*Farmers Market 2007 Participants 
 HomeStead Gardens 
 Pandora’s Products 
 The Cove Center 

Offer a follow-up training to Disability Business Enterprises 
on Trade Shows before the Division of Purchasing has their 
vendor fair this fall. 

Effort suspended pending DoP moving forward with 
the Trade Show.  Funding issues exist for the training.  
Have not been able to find a funding source. 

Develop a training plan for future Disability Business 
Enterprises training. 

Completed  

Increase program awareness with State agency buyers Ongoing 
Many state agencies are now aware of the DBE 
program with the increase of the state contracts. Also, 
the Providence Journal promoted BetterShred and the 
DBE Program. 

Increase the dollar volume of contracts awarded to Disability 
Business Enterprises. 

On-going, continues to increase. 

Increase the number of Disability Business Enterprises Ongoing 
2007 ProMail 
2008 Corliss Center (Pending DBE Committee 
approval) 

Offer training to Disability Business Enterprises based on the 3 
year training plan 

Planning training with RIEDC and Maher  
Center for June 

Facilitate 4 meetings between DBEs and State buyers. Completed 
URI 
RIC 
CCRI 
DEM 
ORS 
AG Office 
State Police 
Governor’s Office 

Develop and distribute survey to State agency buyers that polls 
which DBE products and services their agencies use 

Completed Survey 
(DBE Committee to review at June Meeting) 

Increase awareness of the DBE program through marketing Ongoing 
Article in Providence Journal 
2007- ABLE TOO program featuring 3 DBE’s 
Homestead Gardens 
BetterShred 
A New Leaf 

Meet with -12- State agency buyers Ongoing 
Please explain any difficulties or problems encountered with the project since the last report.   

The staff hours were cut to 21 hours per week. The program has grown tremendously in the past three years and more staff 
time is needed to help meet our program’s current and future goals.  Further, the DBE’s rely on support and technical 
assistance to find, bid and follow-up on State contracts. 
Offering training to DBEs in order to teach business practices is a cornerstone of the program. 

Will these difficulties impact on the attainment of the project’s original goals?  
Yes, future goals and success will be impacted.  The DBE program has been successful increasing employment opportunities 
for people with disabilities. With the state budget cuts, the program becomes more critical for finding employment for its 
constituents. 

What options are available to:  
put the project back on track, and  
avoid such difficulties in the future? 

Increase DBE staff hours and find a funding source for training. 
Please discuss planned project activities for the next reporting period. 

   Visit Maher Center with state purchasing agents 
   Visit Better Shred with DBE Committee 
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   Plan networking session with DBE’s 
   Continue to seek opportunities for DBEs. 

 Disability Business Enterprise Timeline 
1984 The Commission endorsed a proposal from the RI Association of Retarded Citizens to enact 
legislation to assist agencies that provided jobs and training to persons with severe disabilities (based on 
other states and the federal government; National Industries for the Severely Handicapped and National 
Industries for the Blind) once it was expanded to also assist small businesses owned by persons with 
disabilities win state contracts for goods and services. 
1984– 1986 Acts Relating to Handicapped Products Procurement passed the RI House of 
Representatives and Senate only to be vetoed by Governors Garrahy and DiPrete, on the advice of the 
State Purchasing Agent. 
1987 The Commission arranges a meeting between RIARC directors and Governor DiPrete’s Policy 
Chief to discuss that year’s version of An Act Relating to Handicapped Products Procurement, by 
Senator Patterson.  RIARC was proposing to drop the provision on small business owners that the 
Commission opposed. As the meeting got underway the Governor’s Policy Chief said the Governor was 
very intrigued by bill’s provision to encourage entrepreneurship within the disability community. 
Within weeks PL 87 chapter 438 was enacted, establishing a program to assist businesses owned by 
persons with disabilities, employing persons with disabilities, or rehabilitation facilities to have a 
preference when bidding on state contracts. (RIGL Chapter 37-2.2 of the General Laws entitled 
"Products and Services of Handicapped Persons") 
1987 – 1991 The Handicapped Products Procurement Committee develops regulations on the standards 
needed to certify a rehabilitation facilities, small businesses, and for profit “affirmative industries” 
(subsidies’ of non-for-profit rehabilitation facilities.  “Assisting” the Committee draft the regulations 
was a representative from the State Purchasing Agent who opposed the bills. 
1992 An Act Relating to State Government Purchases of Products and Services of Handicapped 
Persons, by Representative Boyle moves the program from the Department of Administration to the RI 
Department of Economic Development which provides for small disadvantaged businesses owned and 
operated by individuals with severe disabilities a preference in the awarding of state government 
contracts (PL 92-171). 
1993 – 1994 The Handicapped Products Procurement Committee continues developing the certification 
regulations with the assistance of the State Purchasing Agent’s representative. 
1995 Governor Almond proposes converting the Department of Economic Development into a quasi 
governmental corporation, the RI Economic Development Corporation and asked the Commission to 
take responsibility for managing the Handicapped Products Procurement Program. 
1996 An Act Relating to Handicapped Products Procurement Program by Representative Garvey 
transferred from Economic Development Corporation to the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities 
(PL 96-268), the Commission received $4,000 annually to operate the program. 
The Commission Adopted on certification regulations on December 16, 1996 that took effect on effect 
on January 15, 1997 (GCD Chapter J).   
1997 The program was renamed Disability Business Enterprises as part of a bill to revise RI laws to the 
“people first” language, by Senator Cicilline (PL 97-150). 
199_rehabilitation facilities were certified under the new regulations and negotiations with the 
Purchasing Agent on sole source contracting began.  
1998 An Act Relating to Disability Business Enterprise by Representative Sherlock expanded the 
program to allow businesses owned by former clients of MHRH or the Office of Rehabilitation Services 
to receive a preference when bidding on state contracts (PL 98-354). 
2000 The chair of the Disability Business Enterprise Committee, Arthur Plitt secured a $100,000 grant 
from the Human Resource Investment Council to provide assistance to rehabilitation facilities, small 
businesses owned by persons with disabilities, and businesses employing people with disabilities secure 
contracts and upgrade the skills of their employees and staff.  
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2001 The grant funds allowed the Commission to secure marketing services for the rehabilitation 
facilities and small businesses, print a catalog of the goods and services, post the catalog on-line and 
begin to publicize the program.  
2002 The Commission secures a 2nd HRIC grant of $78,000 to promote work within the disability 
community. These two grants provide funding to employ a full time contract consultant to manage both 
programs. 
2003 The Commission hires a contract consultant to manage the Disability Business Enterprise (20%), 
Promoting Work (20 – 23%) and Commission’s public awareness activities. 
2004 Acts Relating to Disability Business Enterprise by Representative Giannini  & Senator Lanzi 
revised the law to reduce from 75% to 60% the ratio of workers with disabilities in a for-profit certified 
disability business enterprise and the director of Administration, in consultation with the Governor’s 
Commission on Disabilities, was directed to establish rules and regulations for awarding contracts to 
small disadvantaged businesses owned and controlled by persons with disabilities in the procurement of 
goods, services, construction projects, or contracts funded in whole or in part by state funds  (PL 04 – 
257 & 353).  
2004 As part of Governor Carcieri’s Fiscal Fitness Review, the Commission converts the consultant’s 
position into a state job, hiring an office manager/DBE (16%) program coordinator. Due to 
miscommunications the new position had to be cancelled and converted back to a contract consultant. 
2005 Hired new contact coordinator for the Disability Business Enterprise program (45 – 55%) and 
Commission’s public awareness activities. 
2006 HRIC Grant ends on June 30th. 
2006 Commission utilized General Revenue to continue DBE contract coordinator beyond the grant 
2007 A proposal to use rehabilitation facilities to improve the state’s recycling of paper products was 
submitted to the Department of Administration and the RI Resource Recovery Corporation. The RI 
Resource Recovery Corporation awarded the Commission $6,000 to initiate a pilot project. 

 

Recycling Project  Total Pounds Recycled Cost Invoice 
Invoice Date DEM DCYF DEA GCD Unit Total Pickup Grand Total # 

4/16/2007     213   $0.11 $23.43 $25.00  $48.43 1960-62
5/2/2007     480   $0.11 $52.80 $25.00  $77.80 1960-62

5/17/2007     48   $0.11 $5.28 $25.00  $30.28 1960-62
6/5/2007     300   $0.11 $33.00 $25.00  $58.00 1960-62

6/13/2007     165   $0.11 $18.15 $25.00  $43.15 1960-62
6/29/2007     165   $0.11 $18.15 $25.00  $43.15 1960-62
7/25/2007     333   $0.11 $36.63 $25.00  $61.63 1960-62
9/25/2007     400   $0.11 $44.00 $25.00  $69.00 1107
1/17/2008     117   $0.11 $12.87 $25.00  $37.87 10000
2/14/2008     160   $0.11 $17.60   $17.60 10017
3/7/2008   31 43 16 $0.11 $9.90   $9.90 10054
3/7/2008 681       $0.11 $74.91   $74.91 10056

3/19/2008 1113       $0.11 $122.43   $122.43 10035
4/11/2008 742       $0.11 $81.62   $81.62 10069
4/18/2008 680       $0.11 $74.80   $74.80 10070
4/25/2008   108   115 $0.11 $24.53   $24.53 10081
4/25/2008 525       $0.11 $57.75   $57.75 10079
5/2/2008 569       $0.11 $62.59   $62.59 10089

4/10/2008 Transfer 34.5 DBE hrs       $1,000.85   
  Charge 35 DBE hrs       $1,015.35   
  Indirect Service Charge       $600.00   
Total lbs diverted 

to date 4,310 139 2,424 131   $770.44 $225.00  ($3,611.64)   
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$547  $18  $307  $17 $253.63 /ton (MPA 277)      Waste Hauling 
Savings to date $888  Resource Recovery's Grant $6,000.00   

          06/02/08 Free Balance $2,388.36   
Projected May (=combined March & April) ($445.94)   
Projected June (=combined March & April) ($445.94)   

Projected end of the Fiscal Year Balance $1,496.48   
Projected 09 Monthly ($445.94)   

Projected # months in FY 09 with balance forward:              3.4    
 

5. Future Home of the Disability 
Business Enterprise Program 

Bill, Nieronowski, Chair Disability 
Business Enterprise Committee 

15 min

 On July 17, 2007 the Commission approved sending a report to the Governor regarding the proposed 
consolidation. The Cover letter included the following provision: 

“The Commission recommends you consider the following 5 issues in developing the “necessary 
legislation to create a department of advocacy” pursuant to Budget Article 03 Relating to 
Government Reorganization Section 11: 
5. Centralizing all purchasing preference programs at the Division of Purchasing: 

 The Minority/Women Business Enterprise Program and  
 The Disability Business Enterprises Program” 

The attached report expanded on that theme with the following: 
“5. Centralizing all Purchasing Preference Programs at the Division of Purchasing 
The state has two programs to assist small disadvantaged businesses secure state government 
contracts, the Minority/Women Business Enterprise and the Disability Business Enterprises. The 
first program is housed in the Division of Purchasing and the second is within the Governor’s 
Commission on Disabilities. 
• Would the Disability Business Enterprise program within the Division of Purchasing, provide 
an “in-house” advocate for small disadvantaged businesses owned by persons with disabilities? 
• Would the Rehabilitation Facilities have improved access to bid solicitations by having the 
Disability Business Enterprise program in the Division of Purchasing? 
A. Public Properties and Works - State Purchases - Disability Business Enterprises 
“Short title and purpose. It is the policy of the state of Rhode Island that small disadvantaged 
disability businesses shall have the maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of 
procurements and projects as outlined in this chapter. This chapter shall apply to any and all state 
purchasing, including, but not limited to, the procurement of goods and services, construction 
projects, or contracts funded in whole or in part by state funds, or funds which, in accordance with 
a federal grant or otherwise, the state expends or administers or in which the state is a signatory to 
the construction contract.” RIGL 37-2.2-1 
B. Public Properties and Works – Minority Business Enterprise 
“Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to carry out the state's policy of supporting the fullest 
possible participation of firms owned and controlled by minorities and women (MBE's) in state 
funded and state directed public construction programs and projects and in state purchases of 
goods and services. 
This includes assisting MBE's throughout the life of contracts in which they participate.” RIGL 
37-14.1-1” 

 Discussion: Members discussed the need to revisit this issue as part of a broad review of the 
Commission’s mission and activities this summer.  

Announcements and Scheduling of Meetings John MacDonald  5 min.
Next meeting will be on: Monday July 14, 2008 Starting at: 5 PM 
Adjournment: Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 7:14 PM 
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Other Information 
Observers: Christine Botts 
Resource persons: Bob Cooper, Secretary 
 


