
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON 
DISABILITIES BUSINESS MEETING

Monday June 27, 2005 5:00 – 7:00 PM
John O. Pastore Center (Formerly the Howard Center)

--  4411  CChheerrrryy  DDaallee  CCoouurrtt,,
CCrraannssttoonn,,  RRII  0022992200--33004499

(voice) 401-462-0100 (tty) 462-0101 (fax) 462-0106
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

Secretary: Bob Cooper 
Attendees: Paul Choquette (Chair); John McDonald (Vice Chair); Frederick 

Burke; Rosemary Carmody; Binyamin Efreom; Victoria Ferrara; Dr. 
Kate McCarthy-Barnett; Ronald McMinn; Dr. Orestes Monteracy; Bill 
Nieranowski; Arthur Plitt; & Patricia Ryherd  

Excused: Regina Connor; Joseph Corrente; Scott Greco; James Pitassi; Rev. 
Gerard Sabourin; &  Lou Salerno 

Guest: Jeanne Behie 
Minutes 

5:00 PM Call to Order, Introductions and 
Acceptance of Minutes 

Paul Choquette, Chair 

Discussion: Chair called the meeting to order at 5:08 PM.  
Members, staff and guests introduce themselves 
MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as mailed JMacD/RMcM passed 
unanimously 
MOTION: To move discussion of the Annual Reports to the beginning of the agenda. 
OM/PR passed unanimously 
6:25 PM Questions Concerning the Reports from the committee, liaison and staff 
The Executive Committee recommends the Commission: 
• Support the Accessibility Cmte.’s proposal to utilize FY 2006 RICAP for architectural 

and engineering designs, not construction; 
• Delete Project Plan Review’s next reporting period suggestion; 
Members reviewed the items and discussed each prior to voting. 

5) Capital Budget Proposal for FY 07 to 11 Harvey Salvas, State ADA Coordinator 
Discussion: State ADA Coordinator briefs the Commissioners on the status of the FY 06 – 
10 Capital Budget Allocation and the impact on future projects. 
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MOTION: To authorize RICAP funding utilize $87,000 for A&E and the balance to fund 
projects PR/AP passed unanimously 
MOTION: To adopt the Accessibility Committee’s FY 07 – 11 RICAP Budget proposal as 
presented RMcM/AP passed unanimously  
MOTION: To delete Project Plan Review’s next reporting period suggestion PR/JMacD 
passed (replace with “continue to review plans as requested” unanimously 

The Executive Committee recommends the Commission: 
• Change the HAVA Board of Canvassers RFP response date from Dec. 1st to July 31st; 
• Shift the Voter Registration Advisory Cmte.’ Liaison to the Election Assistance Cmte. 

Chair or her designee; and 
• Budget the ADA IT Grant’s salary/benefits up to $4,500 and utilize any balance (once 

identified for materials and other support costs;  

MOTION: To Change the HAVA Board of Canvassers RFP response date from Dec. 1st to 
July 31st AP/PR passed unanimously 
MOTION: Shift the Voter Registration Advisory Committee’ Liaison to the Election 
Assistance Committee Chair or her designee;. RC/BN passed unanimously 
MOTION: To budget the ADA IT Grant’s salary/benefits up to $4,500 and utilize any 
balance (once identified for materials and other support costs; OM/RMcM passed 
unanimously 
The Executive Committee was unable to make recommendations concerning HRIC 
(DBE/PW) Grant allocation project and steps to reduce the size of the Legislative Package, 
since it ran out of time. 
Members discusses the options for the HRIC Grants (Disability Business Enterprises & 
Promoting Work):   
• Leave allocation to reflect the Budget as Recommended by the Governor plan to 

request another grant extension from Jan 1, 2006 to June 30, 2006, or  
• Adjust the budget, staff time and complete as many of the grant’s “deliverables” within 

the current grant extension July 1, 2005 to Dec. 31, 2005.  
MOTION: Adjust the budget, staff time and complete as many of the grant’s 
“deliverables” within the current grant extension July 1, 2005 to Dec. 31, 2005. VF/RMcM 
passed, BN nay 

6:00 PM RECESS FOR DINNER 

5:05 PM Action Items 
1) Allocation of FY 06 Funds & Other Resources Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary 
Discussion on the need for a Commission Exhibit Board V. Ferrara  
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MOTION: In the next 6 months, GCD staff will identify existing funds, or apply for a 
grant if necessary, to work with a professional to develop and produce an exhibit and GCD 
promotional materials that promotes employment, community and civic accessibility and 
access to education. An Ad Hoc Committee, designated by the Chair, will assist Christine 
Botts to develop the exhibit and related materials (Between $500 and $1,000).VF/PR 
passed unanimously 
MOTION: To create an Ad Hoc Committee and give advice and consent of the 
appointments to that Committee of: Paul Choquette, Victoria Ferrara, John MacDonald, 
and Patricia Ryherd. RMcM/RC passed unanimously 
MOTION: To direct the staff to allocate funding and other resources (consistent with the 
decisions above Reports from the committee, liaison and staff) for presentation to the 
Executive Committee approval PR /OM passed unanimously  
2) Advice and Consent for Appointments to the: Paul Choquette 

Ad Hoc 50th Anniversary Planning Committee  
Discussion: Members discussed the need to plan for the 50th Anniversary of the 
Commission, October 23, 2006. 
MOTION: To create an Ad Hoc 50th Anniversary Planning Committee and give advice 
and consent to the appointment as members to Paul Choquette, John MacDonald, and 
Jeanne Behie, Kate McCarthy-Barnett,  and ask other commissioners not in attendance.  
JMacD/FB passed unanimously 

Legislative Study Commissions  
Discussion: No Legislative Study Commissions have been formed that require a 
representative from the Commission.  
3) 2006 ADA Celebration & Public Forums Bob Cooper 
Discussion: the Executive Secretary briefs the Commissioners on the status of the 2006 
ADA Celebration / Public Forums planned for July 25th through July 29th.  
The DBE/Public Information Coordinator suggests celebrating the 15th Anniversary of the 
Enactment of the ADA throughout the year.  
MOTION: To celebrate the ADA’s 15th Anniversary through July 25, 2006, with the 
opening of the accessible ramp to the beach at Larisa Park;  
Monday July 25th Coffee Cup salute with Frank Colletta (WJAR 10); 
General Assembly / Governor to issue a citations.  JMacD/RC passed unanimously 
4) Planning for the Annual Meeting, Saturday 
September 10, 2006 

John MacDonald, Vice Chair 

Discussion: JMacD reminds the Commissioners that the Annual Meeting will be Saturday 
Sept. 10th. VF will see if there is a location at RIC for the meeting. 
6:50 PM Other Business Paul Choquette, Chair 
Discussion: Executive Secretary asked that one staff member be allowed to carry forward 
any unused comp. time (18.5 hours) into the next fiscal year, due to unusual 
circumstances. 
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MOTION: To authorize the staff member to carry forward any unused Comp Time into the 
next fiscal year. RMcM/RC passed unanimously 
Adjourned at:  7:15 PM 
Resource People: Christine Botts; John Desautel; & Harvey Salvas(GCD) 
 


