
 
 
 

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 7, 2008 MEETING 

 
 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:  Kevin Nelson, William Wright, George 
Mason, Ken Ayars 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:  Jim Opaluch, Jason Pezzullo, Dave Wallace, 
Everett Stuart 
 
STAFF:                    
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:05 pm at USDA, 60 Quaker Lane, Warwick.  
 
UGeorge Mason made a motion, seconded by Will Wright to approve the minutes of the 
August 21, 2007 meeting.   The motion passed unanimously. 
 
UKevin Nelson made a motion, seconded by Dave Wallace to approve the minutes of the 
September 9, 2007 meeting.   The motion passed unanimously. 
 
UKevin Nelson made a motion, seconded by George Mason, to approve the minutes of the 
October 18, 2007 meeting.   The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The property line at the Michael Kent property on Tillinghast Road, East Greenwhich 
was discussed.   Kent was protected by the Commission and East Greenwich Land Trust 
under previous ownership (Graham) and subsequently Kent built a barn that encroached 
on neighboring property owned by Marjorie Gordon as a result of an incorrect property 
line due to a survey error in the 1990’s.   The Gordon property is also protected and was 
originally part of the Graham farm.   Graham and Gordon request an adjustment to the 
property line between the parcels that does not change the respective acreages of each 
parcel nor land under easement.   The Town of East Greenwich and Land Trust have 
already approved such and Commission previously on a preliminary basis.   UKevin 
Nelson made a motion, seconded by Will Wright to approve the boundary line adjustment 
to the Kent/Gordon Property.   The motion passed unanimously.U 

 
Ken Ayars and Commission members provided updates on farms in negotiation. 
 
Dutra, Jamestown  - closed 
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Sakonnet Vineyards, Little Compton – closed 
 
Smith, Glocester – survey being completed, undergoing title.   
 
Tuckahoe Turf, Richmond – survey being completed, undergoing title. 
 
Peckham, Tiverton – in discussion with Town, USDA, DEM regarding subdivision of 
property and then to undergo final survey. 
 
DelVecchio, N. Kingstown – undergoing final environmental assessment then to close 
shortly. 
 
Freeborn, N. Kingstown – still in negotiation. 
 
Schartner, N. Kingstown – still in negotiation.   Schartner has indicated he does not want 
previously approved USDA Farmland Protection Funds to be applied to the development 
rights, therefore UGeorge Mason made a motion, seconded by Ken Ayars to reallocate 
USDA funds from Schartner to first to Peckham (Tiverton), then any not needed to 
Sinkler (Charlestown).  The motion passed unanimously.   Dave Wallace made a motion, 
seconded by Will Wright to commit all available and unused state bond funds to 
Schartner pursuant to review and approval of the purchase and sale agreement, covenant 
and appraisal.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
George Mason discussed the proposed amendments by the General Assembly to the 
Separation of Powers legislation regarding the Commission, which would effect 
membership and appraisal requirements.   Senator Sosnowski and Representative 
DeSimone have introduced the bill. 
 
The Commission discussed the 2008 meeting schedule and agreed to continue to meet the 
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P Thursday, 5pm at USDA, 60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, unless otherwise approved for 

specific meetings.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Kenneth D. Ayars, Chief 
Division of Agriculture, DEM  
 
 
 


