
The Rhode Island Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal and Review met

at its headquarters located at 1 Regan Court, Varley Building #46, in

Cranston, RI on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at 1:00 P.M.  Present were

Chairman Newbrook, Vice Chairperson Filippi and Commissioners

Dias, Pearson, Jasparro, Jackson, Burlingame and Blackburn. 

Commissioners Walker, Sylvester and Richard were absent.  Also

present were Executive Director Thomas B. Coffey, Jr. and

Administrative Assistant Desiree Campanini.

The following cases were heard.  

APPEAL #130058:  Vice President Marifrances McGinn, for the

property located at 419 Admiral Street, Providence.  Commissioner

Blackburn recused himself from consideration of this case.  ADSFM

Joseph Michalczyk and ADSFM Christopher Dillon appeared for the

Providence Fire Marshal’s Office.  Commissioner Jackson made a

motion, seconded by Vice Chairperson Filippi, to grant the Applicant

a variance based on the engineering analysis to omit sprinkler

coverage over the rink/spectators floor and to maintain the fire

protection rating of the structural steel truss work above the

rink/spectator floor as is and to classify this facility as Type II (111)

construction.  The Board also grants the Applicant’s request for a

variance to classify this facility as having a fully compliant sprinkler

system.  The Board granted the Applicant’s requested for a variance

from having sprinklers in the elevator shaft and the machine room of

this facility.  The Providence Fire Marshal’s Office had no objection to



the requested variances.  The motion passed.

APPEAL #130059:  Ms. Eileen M. Brierley CPM, for the property

located at 50 Kennedy Plaza, Providence.  ADSFM Joseph Michalczyk

and ADSFM Christopher Dillon appeared for the Providence Fire

Marshal’s Office.  Commissioner Richard made a motion, seconded

by Commissioner Jackson, to grant the Applicant a variance to allow

the existing stairway to remain in its current configuration. As a

condition of this relief the Applicant must install some type of smoke

barrier eighteen (18”) inches from the ceiling.  The Board granted the

Applicant a variance to maintain the existing cited solid wood door. 

The Applicant was granted a variance to allow the existing cited glass

doors to remain.  As a condition of the Applicant’s relief, the

Applicant must provide sprinkler heads on each side of glass door. 

The Board granted the Applicant a variance to maintain the

remoteness of the existing egress stair.  The Board granted the

Applicant a variance from having sprinklers in the elevator shaft and

the machine room in this facility.  The Providence Fire Marshal’s

Office had no objections to the above variances.  The motion passed

with Commissioner Burlingame opposing the vote.

APPEAL #130053:  Ms. Joann Joseph, President, for the property

located at 295 Harris Avenue, Providence (Buildings 1, 2, 3).  ADSFM

Richard Vespia and ADSFM Arthur Laurenson appeared for the

Providence Fire Marshal’s Office.  Commissioner Blackburn made a

motion, seconded by Commissioner Richard, to grant the Applicant a



time variance of thirty (30) days to submit a plan of action to the

Providence Fire Marshal’s Office for the installation of fully compliant

fire alarm system in this facility and an additional 150 days to

implement that plan, with the Providence Fire Marshal’s Office

authorized to extended the above deadlines, if a good faith effort is

being made by the Applicant.  The motion passed with Commissioner

Burlingame abstaining from the vote.

Respectfully submitted

Desiree Campanini 

Administrative Assistant


