
Fire Safety Code Board

Of Appeal and Review

Hearing Minutes for June 8, 2010

The Rhode Island Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal & Review met at

their headquarters located at 1 Regan Court, Varley Building #46, in

Cranston, RI on Tuesday, June, 2010 at 1:00 P.M.  Present were

Chairman Coutu, Vice Chairman Newbrook and Commissioners Dias,

Filippi, Pearson, Jackson, Preiss, Blackburn and Richard 

Commissioners Jasparro and Walker were absent.  Also present were

Executive Director Thomas Coffey and Deputy Director Carol

Marsella.  The following cases were heard.

APPEAL #040209A:  Director Robert Drapeau, for the property located

at 2 Butterfield Road, Kingston (Adams Hall Dormitory, URI).  Chief of

Inspections Scott Caron, Chief of Plan Review Wade Palazini and

Deputy State Fire Marshals Christopher Moore and Kaitlyn Foley

appeared for the State Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioners Jackson

and Blackburn recused themselves from consideration of this case. 

Dr. Drapeau presented a progress report on the installation of

sprinklers in the Adams Hall, indicating that they are on schedule for

installation to be complete by September of 2010.  The University will

provide a written progress report in thirty days.

APPEAL #070215:  SRW Corporation, for the property located at 840

Cumberland Hill Road in Woonsocket.  ADSFM Francis Dunton



appeared for the Woonsocket Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner

Pearson made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairman Newbrook, to

grant the Applicant a time variance of thirty (30) days in which to

present plans for the correction of all outstanding deficiencies to the

Woonsocket Fire Marshal's office, and an additional 120 days in

which to implement those plans.  The Woonsocket Fire Marshal is

authorized to extend either or both of the above deadlines for good

faith efforts being shown by the Applicant.  The motion was

unanimous.

APPEAL #070116:  Mr. Viengphet Phiuphonphan, for the property

located at 45 Ross Street in Woonsocket.  ADSFM Francis Dunton

appeared for the Woonsocket Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner

Blackburn made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Dias, to grant

the following relief.  The Applicant is directed to submit a written plan

of action to the Woonsocket Fire Marshal and to the Fire Board within

thirty (30) days from the hearing date, indicating his plans for the

corrections of the outstanding deficiencies within that facility.  Said

plan may include his decision to sell the facility, vacate the tenants,

revert to a three family occupancy, or may propose a timetable for the

correction of all fire code deficiencies.  The Applicant is directed to

return to the Board on July 13, 2010.

APPEAL #070211:  Mr. Denis Mendoza, for the property located at 37

Manville Road, Woonsocket.  ADSFM Francis Dunton appeared for

the Woonsocket Fire Marshal's office.  Vice Chairman Newbrook



made a motion, seconded by Commissioners Richard and Jackson,

to grant the Applicant a time variance of thirty (30) days in which to

submit his plan of action for the correction of all outstanding

deficiencies to the Woonsocket Fire Marshal's office and an

additional 120 days in which to implement that plan of action.  The

Woonsocket Fire Marshal's office is granted the authority to extend

the above deadlines for good faith efforts being shown by the

applicant.  The motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #100021:  St. Lawrence Parish, for the property located at

622 Woonasquatucket Avenue in North Providence.  Assistant Deputy

State Fire Marshals Gregory Unsworth and John Horan appeared for

the North Providence Fire Marshal's office.  Commissioner Pearson

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Blackburn and Vice

Chairman Newbrook to accept the Applicant's plan of action for this

facility.  The Applicant had vacated the building and plans to sell the

building as soon as possible.  The Applicant will maintain the current

fire alarm system and will install a key box, and has testified that the

boiler will be drained and the gas shut off.  The new buyer will bring

the building up to code for the occupancy at that time.  There was no

objection by the North Providence Fire Marshal's office.  The motion

was unanimous.

APPEAL #0100044:  Mr. John Celona, for the property located at 1243

Mineral Spring Avenue, North Providence.  Assistant Deputy State

Fire Marshals Gregory Unsworth and John Horan appeared for the



North Providence Fire Marshal's office.  Vice Chairman Newbrook

made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Richard, to grant the

Applicant a time variance of thirty (30) days in which to submit his

plan of action for the correction of all outstanding deficiencies to the

North Providence Fire Marshal's office and an additional 120 days in

which to implement that plan of action.  The North Providence Fire

Marshal's office is granted the authority to extend the above

deadlines for good faith efforts being shown by the applicant.  The

motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #070253:  Quaker West Corporation, for the property located

at 555 Quaker Lane, West Warwick.  Assistant Deputy State Fire

Marshals' Paul Petrozzi and John Peiczarek appeared for the West

Warwick Fire Marshal's office.  It was determined that the West

Warwick Fire Marshal's office will re-inspect the facility based on the

actual usage of the space, (pool, exercise equipment, etc.).  If it is

then determined that the facility does not need a sprinkler system, the

Applicant does not need to return to the Board and the file will be

closed.  If, after re-inspection, the Applicant still needs relief from the

code, the Applicant will notify the Board and a new hearing date will

be established.

APPEAL #070320:  Mr. Anthony K. Zampa, for the property located at

1086 Main Street in West Warwick.  Assistant Deputy State Fire

Marshals' Paul Petrozzi and John Peiczarek appeared for the West

Warwick Fire Marshal's office.  The Applicant did not appear. 



Commissioner Filippi made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairman

Newbrook, to direct any outstanding deficiencies at the direction and

to the satisfaction of the West Warwick Fire Marshal's office.  The

motion was unanimous.

APPEAL #070563:  Mr. Schiavulli appeared for the Applicant, Ms.

Donna Della Grotta, for the property located 115 Cowesett Avenue,

West Warwick and testified that the facility is currently vacant. 

Assistant Deputy State Fire Marshals' Paul Petrozzi and John

Peiczarek appeared for the West Warwick Fire Marshal's office. 

Commissioner Richard made a motion, seconded by Commissioner

Jackson, to direct the Applicant to correct any deficiencies prior to

re-occupancy of this facility.  The motion was unanimous.

Correspondence:  regarding a request by Anthony Gianfrancesco,

Esq. to stay the Board's February 16, 2010 decision for the property

located at 1196 Charles Street in North Providence.  ADSFM Gregory

Unsworth testified that the facility was vacant (however, not boarded

up), and also indicated that DSFM Cynthia Dehler had confirmed that

vacancy with him.  Vice Chairman Newbrook made a motion,

seconded by Commissioner Dias, to stay the Board's decision that

the Applicant correct all outstanding deficiencies within this facility

within 150 days, provided that the Applicant maintains the fire alarm

and sprinkler systems until the building is demolished.  The motion

was unanimous.



Subcommittee reports:  Commissioner Richard made a motion,

seconded by Commissioner Dias, to approve the subcommittee

recommendations for the facility located at 201 Escoheag Hill Road in

West Greenwich.  The motion was unanimous.

Commissioner Preiss made a motion, seconded by Vice Chairman

Newbrook, to approve the subcommittee recommendations for the

property located at 176 Benefit Street in Providence (with the

recommendation to sprinkle this facility to preserve the historic

building).  The motion was unanimous.

Vice Chairman Newbrook made a motion, seconded by Commissioner

Richard, to approve the joint plan of action submitted by the Marine

Trades Association in conjunction with the State Fire Marshal's office

for code compliance for the marina facilities in the state.  The motion

was unanimous.

The Board also approved the request of Applicant Jen Cookke to be

heard at the Board's June 29, 2010 hearing for the property located at

1407 South County Trail in East Greenwich.

Respectfully submitted

Carol Marsella


