The Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal & Review met in Conference
Room C, at the William Powers Administration Building, One Capitol
Hill, Providence, Rl on Tuesday, January 11, 2005, at 1:00P.M. The
meeting was called to order at 1:05 PM by Acting Chairman Rene

Coutu.

Present at the meeting were Commissioners Coutu, Preiss,
Newbrook, Evans, Burlingame, Filippi and O'Connell. Also in
attendance were Executive Director Thomas B. Coffey, Jr. and

Administrative Aide Desiree Campanini.

The following appeals were heard:

Appeal #040272: Ms. Janet Hatch for the property located at 1350
Warwick Avenue, Warwick. (Spring Green Pre-School) Marshal
George Potters appeared for the Warwick Fire Marshal’s office. On
January 11, 2005, an on-site inspection of the property was
conducted at 9:00 AM by Commissioners Pearson and Evans and
Executive Director Thomas Coffey. A plan of action was brought
back to the Board. Commissioner Newbrook made a motion,
seconded by Commissioner Filippi, to grant the Applicant a variance
to allow the Applicant to keep the existing metal doors and to equip
the doors with spring-loaded hinges or self-closing devices within
120 days at the direction and to the satisfaction of the Warwick Fire
Marshal’s Office. The second item was the sprinkler requirement in

the student occupied classes below grade level. The corridors are



not very long, corridors have direct access on both sides. The
recommendation of the subcommittee would be to have a properly
engineered system with domestically supplied sprinkler heads
installed at the direction and to the satisfaction of the Warwick Fire

Marshal’s Office covering the corridors. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #040464 and Appeal #040472: Alpha Ocean, LLC for the two
(2) properties located at 3940 Post Road, Warwick. On January 11,
2005, an on-site inspection of the properties was conducted at 11:00
AM by Commissioners Pearson and Evans and Executive Director
Thomas Coffey. Marshal George Potters appeared for the Warwick
Fire Marshal’s office. A motion was made by Commissioner Preiss,
seconded by Commissioner Newbrook, to grant the Applicant a
variance from the provisions of 31.1.1.3(5) to allow the Applicant to
maintain the existing egress system in light of the fact that the
Applicant will provide a fully compliant, municipally connected fire
alarm in each building. The Applicant has also agreed to upgrade
emergency lighting and to provide this facility with exit signage. The
Applicant will relocate the washer and dryer and provide domestically
supplied sprinkler heads in each boiler room. The Board also
directed the Applicant to provide these facilities with Knox boxes with
120 days, at the direction and to the satisfaction of the Warwick Fire

Marshal’s Office. The motion was unanimous.



APPEAL # 040472: Mr. Abel Lima (Lima’s Autobody) for the property
located at 1657 Main Street, West Warwick. Captain David Pastore
appeared for the West Warwick Fire Marshal’s office. A motion was
made by Commissioner Preiss and seconded by Commissioner
Newbrook. The Applicant and the West Warwick Fire Marshal’s Office
advised the Board that the Applicant is in the process of correcting
his deficiencies and he will continue work with the Fire Marshal to
correct the deficiencies within a time table established by the
Warwick Fire Marshal. During the hearing, samples were provided to
the Board members of the interior wall finish and ceiling. It was
determined by the Board that the material was combustible in nature
and it would be difficult to upgrade to class “A” finish. The Board
denies the Applicant’s request for a variance to allow the Applicant to
maintain the existing material. The Board granted a time variance of

120 days for the Applicant to correct this deficiency.

APPEAL #040164: Mr. Tom Deady for the property located at 399
Fruit Hill Avenue, North Providence. (Franciscan Missionaries of
Mary) Marshal Cynthia Dehler appeared for the State Fire Marshal’s
Office. Commissioner Newbrook made a motion seconded by
Commissioner Evans to grant a variance from the provisions of
sections 19.3.7.7 to allow the Applicant to maintain the existing width
of the smoke barrier doors. This variance is based on structural
hardship. The Board was advised that the Applicant would not use
these doors for the transportation of patients. The motion was

unanimous.



APPEAL # 010277B: Mr. David Alencar for the property located at
261-263 EIm Street, Woonsocket. Captain David Beaubien appeared
for the Woonsocket Fire Marshal’s office. Commissioner Newbrook
made a motion seconded by Commissioner Preiss to grant the
Applicant a 60 day time variance in which to correct the sprinkler
deficiency or to vacate the fourth (4th) floor of this facility. The Board
advised the Applicant if he wished to vacate the fourth (4th) floor of
this facility it must be done within 60 days from the date of this
decision and not re-occupy the fourth (4th) floor of this facility until
he has installed approved sprinkler system. The Board advised the
Applicant if he is planning to continue with the sprinkler system for
this facility, he must also secure an engineer for the sprinkler system
within 60 days, at the direction and to the satisfaction of the

Woonsocket Fire Marshal’s Office. The motion was unanimous.

Correspondence:

Portsmouth Fire Department: Chief Adams appeared for the
Portsmouth Fire Department, requesting a blanket variance to be
granted from the provisions of the Rhode Island Uniform Fire Code
section 13.8.10.5.6 in regards to tamper switches that activate the fire
alarm system sprinkler supervisory zone signal. The Board advised
the Portsmouth Fire Department that the request has been taken

under advisement and this issue would be brought back to the table



after the fire alarm meeting that will be held at the end of month.

The South County Bed and Breakfast Group: Filing a petition to
extend the deadline on the installation of sprinklers and fire alarms in
Bed and Breakfast homes due to financial impact, also having trouble
getting bids for installation due to contractors tied up with larger
projects and to clarify the code requirements with Fire Officials’
enforcement. There is still difference in interpretation of code across
township lines. The Board has taken the Applicant’'s request under
advisement and will set up a meeting with the State Fire Marshal’s
Office to come up with the appropriate plan of action to address these

iIssues.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:20 PM

Respectfully submitted

Desiree Campanini



