Fire Safety Code
Board of Appeal & Review

Minutes of 12-07-04 meeting

The Fire Safety Code Board of Appeal & Review met in Conference
Room C in the William Powers Administration Building at One Capitol
Hill, Providence, Rl on Tuesday, December 7, 2004. The meeting was

called to order at 1:10 pm by Chairman George Farrell.

Commissioners present were Farrell, Preiss, Newbrook, Burlingame,
Coutu and Filippi. Also present were Executive Director Thomas B.

Coffey, Esq. and Assistant Administrative Officer Carol Marsella.

The following appeals were heard:

Appeal #040443: Mr. Michael Warner for the property located at 481
Atwood Avenue, Cranston. Lt. Timothy Hawthorne appeared for the
Cranston Fire Marshal’s office. A motion was made by Commissioner
Burlingame, seconded by Commissioner Coutu, to give the Cranston
Fire Marshal’'s office authority to grant a temporary certificate of
occupancy for this facility predicated on the installation of five (5)
sprinkler heads in the outside canopy of this facility within sixty (60)

days from the date of this hearing. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #040153: Mr. Gordon Richardson for the property located at



425 East Avenue, Harrisville. Chief Mark St. Pierre attended for the
Harrisville Fire District. A motion was made by Commissioner
Newbrook, seconded by Commissioner Preiss to reinstate variances

previously granted under the old code. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #020116: Mr. Charles Martin for the property located at 115
Tripps Lane, East Providence. Chief Castro appeared for the East
Providence Fire Marshal’s office and Deputy State Fire Marshal Pat
Cull appeared for the State Fire Marshal’s office. A motion was make
by Commissioner Newbrook, seconded by Commissioner Filippi, to
install a high sensitivity smoke detection system (HSSD) as opposed
to a water suppression system, under the floors of the rooms
containing computer equipment. This system would need to be
satisfactory to the State and local Fire Marshals per the acceptance

test. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #040018: Mr. Brian Bernier for the property located at 155-159
Rathbun Street, Woonsocket. Lt. Francis Dunton appeared for the
Woonsocket Fire Marshal’'s office. Commissioner Newbrook made a
motion, seconded by Commissioner Coutu, to grant the Applicant the
requested relief predicated on the installation of solid core doors with
self closures in the existing jambs in any apartment egress door as

determined by the AHJ. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #040175: Ms. Garmai Cummins for the property located at 143

Hope Street, Woonsocket. Captain David Beaubien appeared for the



Woonsocket Fire Marshal’s office. Commissioner Burlingame made a
motion, seconded by Commissioner Coutu, to grant the Applicant’s
request not to install sprinklers in this facility as there was ample
egress from each apartment. The Applicant is willing to comply with
any remaining deficiencies at the direction and to the satisfaction of

the Woonsocket Fire Marshal’s office. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #040408: Mr. Mark Rapoza and Mr. Harry Miller for the
property located at 165 Eaton Street, Providence. Lt. Richard Silva
appeared for the Providence Fire Marshal’'s office. Commissioner
Coutu made a motion seconded by Commissioner Newbrook to grant
the following. First, the Providence Fire Marshal’s office would have
the authority to grant a temporary certificate of occupancy to allow
the faculty to move into their offices during the semester bread.

Secondly, an alternative heat detection system acceptable to the fire
marshal may be installed above suspended ceilings in this facility.

The fire marshal expressed no objection to the alternative system of
theatre aisle steps proposed by the Applicant. The motion was

unanimous.

Appeal #90032: Mr. Wayne Moore, Mr. William Ferguson, Mr. Mark
Blackburn and Mr. Thomas Wright appeared for the property located
at 69 Brownell Street in Providence (Veterans Memorial Auditorium).
Chief of Inspections William Howe appeared for the State Fire
Marshal’s office. After a lengthy presentation by Mr. Blackburn, a

motion was made by Commissioner Coutu, seconded by



commissioner Newbrook, to approve the plan of action as presented
by the Applicant and reviewed by the Board. The motion was

unanimous.

Appeal #040407: Ms. Pamela Baldwin for the property located at 311
Westminster Street, Providence. Inspector Daniel Isles appeared for
the Providence Fire Marshal’'s office. In a motion made by
Commissioner Coutu, seconded by Commissioner Preiss, the Board
determined that a safe and depository may remain in a small alcove
located in the basement stairway of this facility provided that there is
limited use of the area and signage be installed that orders that the
door to this space remain in the closed position. If on subsequent
inspections of this facility it is determined by the AHJ that this door is
not being closed, he/she is authorized to order that a magnetic
hold-open device be installed on the door. No computer terminal will

be allowed to remain in this space. The motion was unanimous.

Appeal #040239: Mr. Chris Sharkey for the property located at 593
Eddy Street, Providence. Marshal Pat Cull appeared for the State Fire
Marshal’s office. A motion was made by Commissioner Preiss,
seconded by Commissioner Burlingame, to allow the alternative
method of fire-stopping in this facility as presented by the Applicant.

The motion was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,



Carol Marsella



