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In the matter of: The Westerly Town Council August 2, 2011 
Decision and Order 

Upon request of the Westerly Town Council for a "Open Meeting Telecommunications Waiver 
" in accordance with Chapter B of the Regulations of the Governor's Commission on 
Disabilities; and as provided in § 42-46-5 (10). Open Meetings of the General Laws of the 
State of Rhode Island; and as authorized under § 42-46-5 (4); the Hearing Board of the 
Governor's Commission on Disabilities met on 20 July 2011 to conduct a hearing to determine 
if the request could be granted. 

Findings of Fact 

In the course of the hearing the board took official notice of its previous findings of fact as 
follows: 

1. The Westerly Town Council applied for an Open Meeting Telecommunications Waiver for 
Councilor Richard C. Anthony. 

2. The Westerly Town Council testified to importance of Councilor Richard C. Anthony 
expertise in financial matters and unique perspective that is vital to the citizens of 
Westerly.  

3. The Westerly Town Council supplied Doctor Robert Legare’s letter certifying that 
Councilor Richard C. Anthony could not be present at the Westerly Town Council do to 
his disability for a period of six months or more. 

4. The Westerly Town Council would provide all necessary telecommunication so that 
Councilor Richard C. Anthony will be able to participate in all matters before the Westerly 
Town Council. 

Conclusions of Law 

Based upon the above findings of fact, the Board concludes, as a matter of law, that the request 
of the Westerly Town Council meets the criteria established in §§ 42-46-5 (10). Open 
Meetings of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island. 



 
Order 

Wherefore it is hereby ordered that the request of the Westerly Town Council for Open Meeting 
Telecommunications Waiver is granted for an indefinite period. 

 
For the Hearing Board 
R.Timothy Flynn 
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