
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of June 17, 2015 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Rick Ryan, Karen Enright, William Finelli, Jim Nyberg, Joan Crawley 
 
Members excused: 
Esther Price, Madeline Ernest, Bill Flynn, Brian Ott, MD, Susan Adler, and Sue Robbio 
 
Staff: 
Charles Fogarty, Paula Parker, and Meghan Connelly 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Rick Ryan at 10:35 AM at Tamarisk Assisted Living in Warwick, RI. 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
Joan Crawley made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes as submitted, seconded by Bill Finally.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__0____.  Approved. 
 
Discussion: 

1. Summary of the Discussion with Eric Beane was provided. 
a. Membership review with expiration date will be conducted and new members will be recruited. 
b. A point was made that a membership lacks a community disability member representative.  
c. Bio-sketches of current members were distributed and reviewed. 

2. Charles Fogarty introduced Meghan Connelly, the newly appointed Public Relations member at DEA. 
3. Paula Parker provided a review of State Plan to date 

a. LogistiCare and EOHHS met at Long Term care Meetings to discuss issues and problems.  There 
have also been good input from public hearings and community meetings. 

b. Common themes of the issues included: 
i. Transportation 

ii. Finances 
iii. “Need to feel connected” including issues of homebound, loneliness, healthy lifestyle 

programs, and information about services helpful in sustaining community living. 
c. It was generally felt that endorsement of Senior Centers as the place for general information, 

nutrition, classes, and health information should be encouraged. 
d. Need for other referral and information services at libraries, pharmacies, doctors’ offices, and LGP 

Café formats were discussed. 
4. Charles Fogarty presented a review of the 2016 budget.  There will be an increase in Meals on Wheels 

funding.  Other increases which were presented were not included.  These include Senior Centers, PDRC, 
and respite services. 

5. Projected Slate of 2016 Officers were reviewed.  
6. Secretary cast one vote.  The elected 2016 officers are: 

a. President- Rick Ryan 
b. Vice President – Susan Adler 
c. Secretary – D. Karen Enright 

7. Meeting was adjourned for Summer Recess at 11:35 AM. 
 
Submitted  
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 
  


