
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of December 17, 2014 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Rick Ryan, Karen Enright, Esther Price, Madeline Ernest, Brian Ott, MD, Jim Nyberg, Joan Crawley, Susan 
Adler, Sue Robbio 
 
Members excused: 
William Finelli, Bill Flynn 
 
Staff: 
Larry Grimaldi  
 
Guests: 
Ms. Paula Parker 
Nicolas Oliver 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Rick Ryan at 10:10 AM  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
Corrections: 
Susan Adler made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes which was seconded by Sue Robbio.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$0.00.  Approved. 
A check for $ 100.00 was donated to Tamarisk Assisted Living. 
 
Old Business:  

1. As was discussed in previous minutes, bank fees have significantly depleted the Commission’s treasury 
fund.  Following the donation of the remaining funds, Jim Nyberg made a motion to eliminate any financial 
goals for the Commission.  The motion was seconded by Ester Price.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Ms. Paula Parker provided the following report: 

 
GOAL I:  ENABLE SENIORS TO REMAIN IN THEIR OWN HOMES WITH A HIGH QUALITY OF 
LIFE FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE THROUGH THE PROVISION OF APPROPRIATE HOME AND 
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES,INCLUDING SUPPORTS FOR FAMILY CAREGIVERS 
 
Progress: 
• 2014: approval of extension of 1115 Waiver Demonstration which includes expanded populations 

eligible for DEA Co-pay/CNOM program 
• 2013: integration of SHIP/SMP/Regional ADRCs to expand local access to Options counseling, SHIP 

counseling, increased access to community-based benefits and services 
• 2013: introduce the "Cafe" model for congregate meals to appeal to a changing demographic of elders 
•  2012-2014: provide staff to provide Options Counseling to residents of nursing homes who wish to 

return to the community through funds from the federal Money Follows the Person grant 
• 2014: awarded three-year Lifespan Respite Grant to support partnership between DEA an RIC and URI 

Schools of Nursing with an objective of training nursing students through a placement in respite care 
delivery, resulting in a sustainable resource for Respite Care delivery 

 
GOAL II:  EMPOWER OLDER PEOPLE TO STAY ACTIVE AND HEALTHY 
 
Progress: 
• 2012-present: establishment of annual Rhode Island LGBT Health Fair in partnership with SAGE-RI 

and the regional office of CMS 
• 2011-present: maintain and adapt the RIPAE Program to continue to provide a safety net for eligible 

elders who are in the Medicare Part D Prescription Coverage Gap 
• 2012-present: establishment and expansion of falls prevention activities in statewide locations through 

"A Matter of Balance" Program 



• 2011-present: increase the number of events and counseled beneficiaries during the annual Open 
Enrollment for Medicare Part D Prescription Coverage 

 
GOAL III:  ENSURE THE RIGHTS OF OLDER PEOPLE AND PREVENT THEIR ABUSE, NEGLECT 

AND EXPLOITATION 
 
Progress: 
•  2014: promulgate Rules and Regulations to govern the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program 
• 2014: restore the operations of the After Hours Emergency Response program for Elders in Crisis 

through a grant awarded to United Way/211 of Rhode Island in partnership with Gateway Healthcare, 
Inc. 

• 2011-present: increase participation in the annual training of Senior Citizen Police and Fire 
 Advocates by the Commission for the Safety and Care of the Elderly 
• 2011-present-sustain availability of state-funded Volunteer Guardianship Program 
 
GOAL IV:  EMPOWER OLDER PEOPLE AND THEIR FAMILIES TO MAKE INFORMED 

DECISIONS ABOUT, AND BE ABLE TO EASILY ACCESS, EXISTING HOME AND 
COMMUNITY-BASED OPTIONS 

 
Progress: 
• 2012: increase efficiency, effectiveness and accessibility of case management services through the 

RFP process 
•  2014: increase efficiency and consistency through 24 ADRC portals with introduction of 

comprehensive ADRC database purchased from LM 
•  2013: integrate SHIP/SMP/Regional ADRCs to expand local access to Options Counseling, SHIP 

counseling, and increased access to community-based benefits and services 
•  2006-present-sustain principal call-in walk-in ADRC office, adding back-up capability (211) through 

RFP process 
 

3. Discussion regarding the Commission’s position on reinstatement of the Department of Elderly Affairs 
continued.  Alternatives to reinstatement were also discussed but no decision was made. It was 
recommended that the Commission consider the short window for legislation to identify a sponsor within 
each RI state house to support the change.  

 
4. Meeting between Rick Ryan and the Transition Team is being arranged. 

 
Adjournment 
Adjournment motion was presented by Sue Robbio.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:30AM. 
 
Next Meeting is January 21, 2015 
 
Submitted  
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 
 


