
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of September 17, 2014 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Rick Ryan,  Karen Enright,  William Finelli, Bill Flynn, Rev. Paul F. Bliss, and Joan 
Crawley 
 
Members excused: 
Brian Ott, MD, Susan Adler 
 
Staff: 
Larry Grimaldi  
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Rick Ryan at 10:25 AM  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
 
Joan Crawley made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes. The motion was seconded by Rick 
Ryan.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__109.60____.  Approved. 
 
Old Business: 
 
The Commission is on record regarding the “Observation  Status” issues.  Recognition of the issues was 
presented in Senator Whitehouse’s address.  USA today picked up on this and published “Hospitals, 
regulators spar over new inpatient rule” in the July 14, 2014 paper.  From the headline, it was noted that the 
key distinction can be a costly headache.  Reports on the “2 midnight rule” will be followed by the 
Commission and we will continue to receive feedback. 
 
New Business: 
The Commission discussed changes to the RI retirees’ retirement benefits.  In particular changes in the health 
care coverage benefits were discussed. 
 
As part of the plan for future meeting agendas, the Commission reviewed the RI State Plan on Aging which 
will be in effect for 1 more year after which a new plan will be drafted.  The Commission will use this 
current plan as a foundation of future discussions. 
 
It was also discussed to have R. Schwartz or M.Ciano as a speaker for a future Commission meeting to assist 
in increasing the members’ knowledge related to protective services and ADRC. 
 
A question was raised as to RIDEA’s relationship with existing Goal IV – Strategy 5 (from the current state 
plan).  “No wrong door” and Options counseling were discussed.  It was felt that this would be an opening to 
educate Rhode Island’s Physician world about some of these issues. 
 
A brief summary of the objectives of the state plan will be sent so that the members would be able to discuss 
which goal and/or strategy will be chosen as the focus for discussion in the coming months.   
 



It was discussed that transportation still has some problems.  The goal of creating a viable system 
particularly in the outlying areas was also discussed.  Bond issue for Bus terminal in Providence Kennedy 
Plaza was also discussed particularly as it relates to the issue of moving shelters and meal sites.  Seniors are 
finding difficulty in maneuvering in late afternoon hours because of congestion and pedestrian traffic which 
presents problems for their schedules for activities and transportation. 
 
As the Commission began discussion of the goals and strategies within the state plan, it was noted that there 
is a lack of metrics and timelines for each.  This presents difficulties with evaluation and effective 
performance measures. 
 
Goals for Commission for upcoming year: 
1. Prepare for the new Governor’s transition team with regard to the state plan on aging 
2. Highlight aspects of the current plan that need to be measureable. 
3. Review the attached summary by next meeting to be prepared to discuss the Commissions goals for this 
year. 
4.  Review membership at next meeting 
5.  Alzheimer plan discussions will be tabled for now 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:27AM. 
 
Submitted  
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 
 
  


