
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of June 18, 2014 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Rick Ryan, Karen Enright, Rev. Paul F. Bliss, Joan Crawley, Sue Robbio, Brian Ott, MD 
 
Members excused: 
Jim Nyberg, Sister Marietta Walsh, Esther Price, Madeline Ernest, William Finelli, Bill Flynn, Susan Adler, 
 
DEA Staff  
Larry Grimaldi 
 
Guest: 
Kathleen Connell AARP RI state director 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Sister Marietta Walsh at 10:14 AM  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
The May 21, 2014 minutes were corrected.  AARP is not planning a forum for the candidates for Governor. 
Joan Crawley made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes as corrected, seconded by Rick Ryan.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__109.60____.  Approved. 
 
Old Business: 
Discussion of Upcoming Agenda Topics/speakers 

A. Kathleen Connell presented a summary of the AARP views and initiatives. 

B. Governor Candidate Forum 

The Senior Agenda Coalition Forum will be held on August 4, 2014 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick from 1:00 to 2:30 PM.   

The Commission members to attend the August Forum as a group to provide support for these sponsor groups putting emphasis 
on the value and importance of RI elders.  The Commission will not be listed as a sponsor however.  Also discussed was the 
potential to ask a question at the Forum which would highlight the existence of the Governor’s Commission together with what 
the Commission can do to assist the candidate in their new role. 

C. The Commission members will continue to clarify issues to work on with the new Governor.  It was suggested that the 
Commission invite key players to the meetings in order to identify the strengths and weaknesses within the services provided for 
the RI Senior population.  This was thought to clarify key issues. Post election, the Commission will work with the new 
administration to highlight quality and value of older Rhode Islanders.  The Commission also felt that Director’s presence at the 
meetings should be requested. 

D. The RI State Plan and the RI State Plan on Alzheimer’s Disease & Related Disorders will provide the basis for development of 
and consistency of issues to be addressed by the Commission over the next year. 

E. The nominating committee moved to approve the 2014-2015 Slate of Offices.  The Secretary cast one ballot for the nominating 
committee’s slate of officers.  The motion was approved. 

  President - Rick Ryan 
  Vice President - Susan Adler 
  Secretary - Karen Enright 
  Treasurer - Esther Price 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM.  
 
Submitted: 
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 


