
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of April 16, 2014 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Rick Ryan, Bill Flynn, Rev. Paul F. Bliss, Joan Crawley, Sue Robbio, Brian Ott, 
M.D., Esther Price, Jim Nyberg, Jim Nyberg, Karen Enright 
 
Members excused: 
Sister Marietta Walsh, William Finelli, Susan Adler, Larry Grimaldi 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Rick Ryan at 10:05 AM  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes  
A motion to approve previous minutes was made by Joan Crawley.  Bill Flynn seconded the motion.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Commission’s account balance is $ 109.60. Approved. 
 
Old Business:  
Continued discussion of “Observation status” 
 After discussion with Senator Whitehouse’s Office, Rick requested to be kept in the loop 

regarding any information or changes rather than appointing a staffer from the office to update 
the Commission. 

 The Commission will maintain “Observation status updates” as an open agenda item for updates 
or research. 

 Issues regarding Trade organizations’ continuing attention regarding observation status were 
discussed as well. 

 The Commission will also follow issues of ongoing Medicare bundling payment projects in RI. 
 The continuity of connection since the change from Department to Division was discussed.  Rick 

has initiated a request for a meeting with Katherine in order to clarify and strengthen the role of 
the Commission. 

 Discussion of a Governor Candidate Forum that is being planned by the Senior Agenda Coalition 
was presented by Bill Flynn.   

 New York’s and Pennsylvania’s legislation regarding notification of status within 24 hours under 
transparency provision was again discussed. 

 
Discussion of Upcoming Meeting Agenda Items 
Nominating Committee (Joan Crawley and Sue Robbio) will report at next meeting.   
 
Discussion of Upcoming Meeting Speakers 
No further discussion of this item 
 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 AM  


