
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of March 19, 2014 Meeting  

 
Members present:  
Joan Crawley, William Finelli, Bill Flynn, Brian Ott, MD, Esther Price, Rick Ryan, Sister Marietta Walsh 
 
Members excused: 
Susan Adler, Reverend Paul Bliss, Karen Enright, Jim Nyberg, Sue Robbio 
 
DEA Staff: 
Larry Grimaldi                                           
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Rick at 10:10 AM 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
A motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes was made by Bill Finelli.  Joan Crawley seconded 
the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__109.60____.  Approved. 
 
Conference Call with Senator Whitehouse’s Staffers, Jen D’Angelis and  Rele Abiade 
The following highlights were discussed; 

 Each member of the RI delegation is a cosponsor of S.569 or its House companion, H.R.1179, to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to count a period of receipt of outpatient observation 
services in a hospital toward satisfying the 3-day inpatient hospital requirement for coverage of 
skilled nursing facility services under Medicare. 

 CMS is seeking to limit “observational status” to 48 hours (pending).  This has been referred to as 
the “two midnight stay”.  Consideration currently delayed until October 1, 2014 due to push-back 
from hospitals. 

 New York and Pennsylvania have passed laws regarding notification of status within 24 hours; 
under ‘transparency’ provisions. 

 Director Taylor proposed that Rhode Island should pursue training of emergency room staff 
regarding the potential implications of this status upon patients’ out-of-pocket expenses. 

 Dr. Ott indicated that the RI Medical Journal will be discussing the need to educate physicians. 
 Joan emphasized the use of ‘hospitalists’ within hospitals and their impact due to shift changes. 
 No hearings are currently scheduled within the US Congress regarding this issue.  It has not been 

brought up by any aging subcommittees. 
 
Continued Discussion of Upcoming Agenda Topics & Speakers:  
No further discussion of this item due to the extent of information generated from the conference call. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:23 AM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Rick Ryan 
Acting Secretary 

Next Meeting April 16, 2014 
 
 


