
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of February 19, 2014 Meeting  

 
Members present:  
Sister Marietta Walsh, Karen Enright, Esther Price, Libby Arron, Joan Crawley, William Finelli, Bill 
Flynn, Brian Ott, MD, Sue Robbio  
 
Members excused: 
Rick Ryan 
 
DEA Staff: 
Larry Grimaldi                                           
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Sister Marietta Walsh at 10:05 AM 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
A motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes with corrections was made by Karen Enright.  
Correction to minutes – January 15th meeting was called to order by Rick Ryan.  Sister Marietta Walsh 
seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__109.60____.  Approved. 
 
Continued Discussion of Upcoming Agenda Topics & Speakers:  

 Clarification of the Commission’s role including the advisory role was provided by Sister 
Marietta Walsh (see attached) 

 Additional resources which will be helpful for the Commission’s discussions were presented by 
Sister Walsh (see attached) 

 Clarification of the following three programs was provided by Larry Grimaldi 
o Road to Home 
o Integrated Care Initiative -  Phase 1 
o Integrated Care Initiative - Phase 2 

In particular, the inclusion of the Medicaid and Medicare eligible enrollees and the Medicare 
recipients with long term disability services was discussed.  The three options within the 
program were also discussed.  These included Rhody health Option, Connect Care Choice 
Community Partners, and PACE (see attached). 
Training related to options counseling has been started for the 6 regional centers (DEA). 

 Concerns regarding Hospital Readmissions, Observation status, and Advance Care Planning 
were again raised.  Of particular concern was the negative impact of each on the senior 
population. 

 
Motion: Rick Ryan to send a letter to Senator Whitehouse regarding the Commission’s stand on 
Observation Status (Joan Crawley).  Motion seconded (Bill Flynn).  The Motion approved 
unanimously. 

 
 Other issues which were discussed related to the Governor Candidate’s Agenda.  It is important 

to provide a forum in which the senor services issues would be discussed with/presented to the 
candidates. Issues included Consolidation of DEA and DHHS, Loss of senior services for the 
elderly, past cuts to programs and future commitments to senior services/programs. 

 Updates on the Bills previously presented to the Commission were provided by Bill Flynn (see 
attached). 

 Some concern regarding the effect of changes in ownership –sale and resale- of nursing homes 
with the state. 

Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM. 
 
Submitted February 28, 2014 
Karen Enright 
Secretary 

Next Meeting March 19, 2014 
 
Members excused from March meeting:   Karen Enright 
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Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Additional Resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. INTEGRATED CARE INITIATIVE: HOLLY GARVEY 

Please note new email address 
J. Holly Garvey 
Medical Services Manager 
Xerox State Healthcare, LLC 
Executive Office of Health and Human Service 
Hazard Building #74, 2nd Floor 
74 West Road 
Cranston, RI 02920 
401.462.0730 (phone) 401.462.4266 (fax) 
email: Holly.Garvey@ohhs.ri.gov 
 
la.  LT. GOVCONSUMER ADVISORY COUNCIL 
DONNA LEONG 
Donna Leong 
Policy and Administration Coordinator 
Office of Ueutenant Governor Elizabeth H. Roberts State House Room 116 
Providence, RI 02903 
("101) 222.-2371 - Phone 
(£101) 222-2012 - Fax 
dleong@ltgov.state.ri.us 
 
lb.  OMBUDSMAN 
KATHLEEN HEREN 
ALLIANCE FOR BETTER LONG TERM CARE 
422 POST ROAD WARWICK, RI 02888 
401-785-3340 
kheren@alliancebltc.org 
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Options Comparison Chart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Legislative Summary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


