
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of December 18, 2013 Meeting  

 
Members present:  
Karen Enright, William Finelli, Bill Flynn, Joan Crawley, Brian Ott, MD, Sue Robbio 
 
Members excused: 
Rick Ryan, Ester Price 
 
DEA Staff: 
Larry Grimaldi                                           
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Karen Enright at 10:10 AM 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
William Finelli made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes, seconded by Joan Crawley  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__109.59____.  Approved. 
 
Old Business:  
 January meeting will continue with previously identified items in order to prioritized and identify potential 

speakers and timelines.  
 Larry Grimaldi Column as a vehicle to communicate the Coalition’s actions was again discussed.  The 

members hope to explore this at a future meeting. 
 Concern was raised regarding the lack of attendance by Christina Bastastini although specific requests for her 

presence at the meetings have been initiated. 
 
 Bill Flynn reported on the Senior Agenda Coalition.  The past decreases in funding for programs such as 

Meals on Wheels, Respite Care for Caregivers, and Senior Centers have raised concern.  It was felt that given 
the projected increases in the Rode Island Senior population, now is the time to restore funding for these 
services. 

Action:  The Commission voted to ENDORSE Senior Agenda Coalition Legislative Priorities 2014 Session –  
1. The Aging in Community Act of 2014 New Legislation Senator M Goodwin 
2. Community Senior Services Grant Program S0068 (DiPalma) and H5217 (Shekarchi) 

 
Recommendation: Send a letter to the Governor and the Department of Elderly Affairs regarding the 
endorsement along with the supporting data regarding the state projections. 
 

 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM. 
 
Submitted December 30, 2013 
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 
 

Next Meeting January 15, 2014 
 


