
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of November 20, 2013 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Sister Marietta Walsh William Finelli Rev. Paul F. Bliss

Karen Enright Bill Flynn Susan Adler 

Esther Price Sue Robbio  
 
Members excused: 
Rick Ryan, Joan Crawley 
 
Staff excused: 
Larry Grimaldi                                           
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Sister Marietta Walsh at 10:06 AM 
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
William Finelli made a motion to approve the previous meeting’s minutes, seconded by Karen Enright.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$__109.59____.  Approved. 
 
Old Business:  
Excused absences have not appeared in the previous minutes.  Since September, the following members 
were excused.  Rick Ryan was excused for the September and October meetings. Sister Marietta Walsh 
was excused for the September meeting.  Updates of other excused absences will be noted in the 
December minutes. 
 
The previously identified items were reviewed in order to prioritize and begin to identify potential 
speakers and timeline.  The items included: 

 End of life initiatives  
 Community Issues associated with Advance Directive when there is the lack of 

family/guardian signees 
 State Guardianship Program Safe transition (hospital to home, home to assisted living, or 

transition to nursing home/skilled facility) 
 Integrated Care Initiatives – DHS Speaker 
 Protective Services for the Elderly – DEA Speaker 
 Elder Transportation 
 Elder Mental Health Services 

 
Discussion: 
 End of life initiatives - Sr. Marietta Walsh presented information related to Healthcentric Advisors 

and the end of life initiatives by this group. These included the Patient/Family campaign and the 
Web page communication system.  A reference for families “Knocking on Heaven’s Door” by Katy 
Butler was also discussed. 

 Guardianship program – Joan Crawley will be asked to present information on this item. Patricia 
Vinci was also mentioned as a possible speaker.  No date was set. 



 Integrated Care – Most of the initiative are beginning with those eligible for both Medicaid and 
Medicare.  There seems to be significant confusion among beneficiaries as well as providers related 
to some of the correspondence recently sent to these individuals.   
Possible speaker for this item was Dr. Bob Hackey from Providence College or a representative 
from EOHHS.  A tentative date of February 2014 meeting was suggested. 

 Further discussion raised the recent announcement by United Healthcare.  It was suggested that 
Larry Grimaldi be asked to suggest someone from DHS or United Healthcare for a January 2014 
meeting speaker. 

 December meeting will continue will previously identified items in order to prioritized and identify 
potential speakers and timelines. Also identified as a December 18th agenda items was a report from 
Bill Flynn on the Senior Agenda Coalition. 

 
New Business: 
Larry Grimaldi Column as a vehicle to communicate the Coalition’s actions was discussed.  The members 
hope to explore this at a future meeting. 
 
It was suggested that a specific e-mail be sent to Christina Bastastini requesting her presence at the 
meetings. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM. 
 
Submitted November 27, 2013 
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 
 

Next Meeting December 18, 2013 
 


