
Rhode Island Governor’s Commission on Aging 
Minutes of October 16, 2013 Meeting  

 
Members present: 
Karen Enright, Rev. Paul F. Bliss, Joan Crawley, William Finelli, 
Brian Ott, MD, Esther Price, Susan Robbio. 
 
DEA Staff  
Larry Grimaldi 
 
Call to Order 
Secretary Karen Enright called the meeting to order at 10:16 AM.  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes of the 9/18/13 Meeting was made by 
Joan Crawley, seconded by Brian Ott.  Motion was approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$109.59.  Approved. 
 
Old Business 
 Christina Batastini was appointed as the liaison from the 

Governor’s Office.  The Committee asked that we request her 
presence at the next meeting. 

 Esther Price reported tat the Tax exempt papers have been 
submitted with appropriate treasurer name changes. 

 
New Business 
A discussion of the upcoming Agenda topics and speakers resulted in 
a list of eight agenda topics.  These include: 

 End of life initiatives (Sr. Marietta Walsh will be asked to 
present information related to Healthcentric Advisors’ 
grant) 

 Community Issues associated with Advance Directive 
when there is the lack of family/guardian signees 

 State Guardianship Program (Patricia Vinci was 
mentioned as a possible speaker)  



 Safe transition (hospital to home, home to assisted living, 
or transition to nursing home/skilled facility) 

 Integrated Care Initiatives – DHS Speaker 
 Protective Services for the Elderly – DEA Speaker 
 Elder Transportation 
 Elder Mental Health Services 

 
Additional discussion regarding the role of this Commission 
concluded that this Commission would invite speakers for each topic 
in order to identify and review the strengths and weaknesses of each 
in order to determine the need for recommendations to the Governor. 
 
It was determined that the Commission would prioritize the list at the 
next meeting and determine the most appropriate individual speakers 
for each topic.  Each speaker will be asked to prepare a 30 minute 
presentation.  Additionally, the Commission will establish bullet 
points for each speaker as a guide for the presentation in order to 
obtain the necessary information to determine the need for 
recommendations related to each Topic. 
 
Larry Grimaldi and Karen Enright will serve as Commission 
resources if needed by each guest speaker. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 AM.  
 
Next Meeting November 20, 2013 
 
Submitted October 24, 2013 
D. Karen Enright 
Secretary 
 
 
 


