
RHODE ISLAND GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON AGING 
Minutes of the Meeting - February 15, 2012 

 
Members Present:                                                                                                                     
Joan Crawley, Madeline Ernest, Sister Marietta Walsh, William Finelli and Helena Friedmann 
 
State Staff Present:  
Larry Grimaldi, DEA  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes                                                                                                           
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Sister Marietta, seconded by Helena. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Balance on hand is $109.59. 
 
Old Business: 
It was suggested that the Commission invites to the next meeting the DHS Director in order to be 
of assistance - if needed. It will be helpful to find out what DHS want from us. 
The letter to Dr. Fine has been tabled to next meeting. 
Larry will send us the background on the “reform” of the nursing home rate. 
In order to support any new initiatives we need information to make a knowledgeable decision. 
A letter from RIPA informs that if you are in the doughnut hole there is an expiration of March 
31 to fill in claims for 2011. A statement of benefits and drugstore records is needed to start the 
process; about 1000 claims are expected and all this information is processed by hand –  
no computer. Senior Centers and the regional Point centers are trying to help by doing the job of 
filling up applications. Also DEA is making sure the forms are correctly completed from a client 
that fills them up themselves.  
 
New Business 
We have a small attendance and would like to have input of other members of the commission 
on the presentation at the last meeting about nursing homes, both on the redistribution of funds 
and the green house model. 
Previously the money was done on a cost basis, now there will be developed a “formula” to pay 
nursing home services. We can or can not support this development without information from 
the Health Department. We need facts to assess consequences. 
On the green house initiative it was suggested, because of our mandate, that any recommendation 
should be made to DEA Director, Catherine Taylor and she will inform the Governor. This is a 
budget issue. 
Under the Lt. Governor a commission for health planning is been created. We would like to 
know who is on it. Larry will check on this information. Also need to find out who owns what 
nursing home. 
There are problems with many nursing homes about basics care. The number of nursing home 
inspectors is very low and they are trying to hire some in order to deal with these problems.  
We need to recruit new members; we are short 3 members and 1 officer. Especially we need an 
adult with disabilities. 
Meeting adjourn at 11:10    
Thanks to Albion Court for their hospitality and the tour of the facilities.   
    
        


