
STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS/EMBALMERS

MINUTES OF MEETING

May 22, 2006

Open Session

The Open Session of the State Board of Funeral Directors/Embalmers

(Board) was called to order on the above date in Room 104, Cannon

Building, Rhode Island Department of Health, Three Capitol Hill,

Providence, Rhode Island, pursuant to the applicable provisions of

the Open Meeting Law, so called, and other applicable provisions of

the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island, as amended.  A

quorum was established.

Board members in attendance:

Raymond Butterfield

Edward Murphy

Joan Retsinas

Elizabeth Feid

Board members not in attendance:

Robert T. Jones

Staff members in attendance:

Charles Alexandre, Chief, Health Professions Regulation

Donna Dickerman, Sr. Board Administrator



Others in attendance:

Gregory Madoian, Esq., Legal Services

-------

The minutes of the meeting held on December 19, 2005 were

presented.  It was noted that the motion maker and the second for the

adjournment vote was incorrect on the minutes.  The December 19,

2005 motion was made by Mr. Murphy and seconded by Mr.

Butterfield.   On a motion by Mr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Butterfield,

it was unanimously voted to accept the minutes of the Open Session

with corrections noted.

Business

The Board reviewed and approved the application for the White Dove

Crematory, West Warwick, RI.

The Board reviewed a letter from the American Funeral Cemetery

Trust Services, dated May 5, 2006 (attached).  The letter asked for

clarification of Rhode Island law with respect to pre-need funeral

contracts.  Mr. Madoian will contact this organization in response to

the letter.

The Board reviewed a letter from the Rhode Island Funeral Directors

Association, dated April 18, 2006 (attached).  The letter requested that

the Board take a position regarding the pending sale of the Roger



Williams Park Mausoleum to Michael Berraducci for the purpose of

converting the mausoleum into a combination funeral

home/crematorium.  The letter went on to ask the Board to consider a

revision to current statute to restrict the availability of online funeral

services in the state.  The Board tabled the discussion and Mr.

Madoian was asked to determine the current status of these issues.

The Board considered a request from Mr. William McGrath, Inspector,

that he be authorized to review pre-need contracts when he is

inspecting the state’s funeral establishments.  After review with legal

counsel the Board did determine that the funeral establishment

inspector is allowed to review pre-need contracts under current

statute and regulation.  On motion of Mr. Murphy, seconded by Mr.

Butterfield, the Board unanimously voted to authorize the inspector

to review pre-need contracts and arrangements during the inspection

of facilities.

Adjournment

The Chairman called for a motion to adjourn the Open Session

pursuant to the Sections 42-46-4 and 42-42-5 of the General Laws of

the State of Rhode Island. On a motion by Ms. Retsinas and seconded

by Ms. Feid, it was unanimously so voted to adjourn.  The Open

Session of the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Charles Alexandre

Chief, Health Professions Regulation


