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 GOVERNOR’S WORKFORCE BOARD RHODE ISLAND 
April 15, 2010     BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

    
 
     
ATTENDANCE 
 
BOARD MEMBERS (*DENOTES ABSENCE)    
Mario Bueno* Joseph MarcAurele* Sharon Moylan  

Keith Stokes 

Robin Coia Paul MacDonald Robert Nangle  
Cathy Streker* 

Ray DiPasquale William McGowan George Nee  
Martin Trueb 

Deborah Gist Brandon Melton Sandra Powell  
Pheamo Witcher 

 
GWB STAFF: John O’Hare, Nancy Olson, Dan Brown, Maureen Mooney 
 

DLT STAFF:    Chris Grieco, Donna Treglia, Sue Chomka, Laura Hart, Jen Buck, Mary Ellen 
McQueeny-Lally, David Tremblay, Sherri Carello 

GUESTS:   Janet Raymond, Providence Chamber; Malcolm Baxter, United Way; Ruth 
Ricciarelli, Center for Health Professions; Judy Jones, Poverty Institute; Gail 
Patry & Marie Stoeckler, Quality Partners; Deborah Anthes, RI Department of 
Education; Robert Kalaskowski, RI Senate; Melissa Punchak, Tech Collective; 
Paul Harden, RIEDC; Fred Law, New Horizons; Fred Santaniello and Jeff 
Polucha, New England Tech; Todd Flaherty, College Crusade 

 
LOCATION:   Department of Labor & Training, conference room 73-1 
 
Vice Chair William McGowan called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m. and welcomed everyone 
to the meeting.   
 
Meeting Minutes 
Vice Chair McGowan requested a motion to approve the Governor’s Workforce Board meeting 
minutes from the meeting held on March 18, 2010.   

 
VOTE on motion to approve:     G. Nee moved to approve, seconded by S. Moylan. All 
approved.  Motion to vote passes. 
 
VOTE to approve March 18, 2010 Governor’s Workforce Board meeting minutes.  All 
approved. March 18, 2010 meeting minutes approved.   

 
Vice Chairman’s Comments 
Vice Chair McGowan welcomed Keith Stokes, Executive Director of the RI Economic 
Development Corporation (RIEDC) and Deborah Gist, Commissioner of Secondary & 
Elementary Education to the board.  He indicated that the agenda for the meeting has changed 
and that John O’Hare would be addressing serious issues regarding the budget which is 
currently being debated in the general assembly.  Vice Chair McGowan noted that the House 
version of the budget that was passed on Tuesday (4/13) transfers $2.5M in funding out of the 
Job Development Fund (JDF).  He noted this has serious implications for the GWB and reported 
that last week staff recommendations were presented to the Strategic Investments  



GWBRI Board Meeting 
4/15/10 

2

 
 
committee for the incumbent worker training grants.  He noted these grants are now on hold and 
that John O’Hare will discuss the situation in further detail during his report.   
 
Vice Chair McGowan mentioned the recent event held at the Community College of  
Rhode Island (CCRI) where the recommendations of the CCRI 21st Century Workforce 
Commission were presented.   He noted the Commission was established to provide 
recommendations to strengthen CCRI’s position in preparing the state’s workforce for high-
wage job opportunities in a knowledge-based economy.  He asked Ray Di Pasquale to provide 
further detail on this event and an overview of the recommendations of the commission.  
 
Vice Chair McGowan turned the meeting over to John O’Hare for the Executive Director’s 
report. 
 
Acting Executive Director’s Report 
J. O’Hare explained the funding strategy that was adopted by the Strategic Investments 
committee in February in determining how to maintain programs and services for the next year 
due to various funding changes.  He indicated the first step is to de-obligate any funds that are 
not used.  The second strategy is to use federal funds, when appropriate, by adopting modest 
redesigns in program elements as was recently done with youth program funding.  Other 
funding strategies include the reduction in funding by 20% for contracts that were not yet signed 
and staggering the start dates of the incumbent worker training grants based on the 
organization’s training schedule.  J. O’Hare reported that the FY11 adult education funding 
request was recently recommended for $4M which was $500,000 less than FY10.  He indicated 
that the goal is to work towards funding the adult education program with federal funds when 
available and to work with design changes to create a system of sustainability.  The GWB is 
doing that now through the Contextualized Training RFP that is WIA funded.   
 
Regarding the issue of the transfer of JDF funds, J. O’Hare reported that the House passed the 
budget that will transfer $2.5M to the State Controller on June 30, 2010.  He noted that the RI 
Senate sent the budget back to the House in an unprecedented move.  He suggested that with 
this development and the reduction of revenue that was previously projected that two funding 
items on the consent agenda be removed: $4M for Adult Education and $1M for Incumbent 
Worker Training.  He indicated that GWB staff is working with the DLT business office to assess 
where we stand, noting that it would not be prudent to award additional funds out of the JDF at 
this time.  He reported there are approximately 100 grants that ended on March 30th, with the 
invoices due in by April 20th.  He indicated the goal is to help as many employers as possible 
and that the Strategic Investments Committee will be provided a complete analysis when 
available. 
 
Consent Agenda (Items 1-3) 
Vice Chair McGowan requested a motion to take items 2 and 3 from the Consent Agenda and 
refer them back to the Strategic Investments Committee.   
 

VOTE on motion to approve:  G. Nee moved to approve, seconded by M. Trueb.  All 
approved.  Motion to vote passes. 
 
VOTE to remove items 2 and 3 from the Consent Agenda.  All approved.  Consent 
Agenda items 2 and 3 removed.   
 

A discussion followed.  G. Nee provided background information on the history of the JDF fund 
and several suggestions for action were offered by the board.  It was decided that a letter would 
be sent to the House and Senate Finance committees, emphasizing the impact of the JDF cuts 
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on employers, employees and the state.  J. O’Hare stated that a copy of the letter would be 
forwarded to board members for their information. 
 
Vice Chair McGowan requested a motion to approve Item 1 of the Consent Agenda.   
 

VOTE on motion to approve:  G. Nee moved to approve, seconded by S. Powell.  All 
approved.  Motion to vote passes. 
 
VOTE to approve Item 1 of the Consent Agenda.  All approved.  Consent Agenda Item 
1 approved.     

 
J, O’Hare reported that the Workforce Development Day has been rescheduled to May 26, 
2010. 
 
GWB Annual Report Update 2009 
Vice Chair McGowan mentioned that the GWB Annual Report Update 2009 is in the meeting 
packet and that the report covers the period of 01/01/09 through 12/31/09. 
 
RI Employment Security Advisory Council Annual Report 2009-2010 
Vice Chair McGowan mentioned that the RI Employment Security Advisory Council (ESAC) 
Annual Report is in the meeting packet and noted that the committee met 8 times last year 
through March 2010.   
 

 
Presentation:  The Center for Health Professions- HARI 
Vice Chair McGowan introduced Ruth Ricciarelli, the Executive Director of the Center for Health 
Professions – Hospital Association of Rhode Island (HARI).  He noted that the HARI is one of 
the two healthcare industry partners and recently completed year 3 of the partnership and is 
now part of the Industry Skills Development Initiative (ISDI) partnering with Quality Partners. 
 
R. Ricciarelli presented information on the Health Partnership Council, RI’s healthcare industry, 
special projects including data collection on nursing schools, licensing and faculty.  She 
provided information on the Nurse Faculty Externship, careLearning, and the RI Centralized 
Clinical Placement Registry with charts depicting placement statistics.  She reviewed skills gap 
analysis goals and provided information on the ISDI partnership.    A copy of the PowerPoint is 
available in the meeting packet. 
 
 
Committee Report Updates 
Vice Chair McGowan asked board chairs for committee reports.  There was no report for the 
Youth Development or Planning and Evaluation committees.  Vice Chair McGowan indicated 
the Strategic Investments Committee met earlier in the month and recommended funding for the 
adult education program and incumbent worker training grants.  R. Di Pasquale reported on the 
March 23rd Adult Education and Literacy committee indicating the RFP for “Adult Education for 
College, Work & Career & Career, Family and Community”. He indicated that the FY 11 funding 
for adult education for FY11.  He noted the next committee meeting is scheduled for June 3rd.  
Vice Chair McGowan and Director Powell provided an update on the ESAC committee meetings 
held in March.  Meeting agenda and minutes of the ESAC committee are contained in the 
annual report previously mentioned. 
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Other Business 
With no further business, Vice Chair McGowan asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 

VOTE:   K. Stokes moved to approve.  D. Gist seconded the motion.   
  The vote was unanimous, the motion passed.   

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Maureen Mooney  
  


