
Meeting of the Governor’s Portrait Commission

Wednesday January 8, 2014 – 10:00 A.M.

Department of Administration Executive Conference Room

Minutes

1.	The meeting was called to order by Randy Rosenbaum at 10:06

with the following commission members present: Paul Caranci,

Jonathan Stevens, Lorraine Hynes, Randall Rosenbaum, Kate Telford,

Brien Brothman.  Also present were Ray Rickman, Gretchen Dow

Simpson and Libby Slader, all members of the Art Council Board of

Directors who were invited to share their expertise on the arts.

2.	The members of the Commission and participating guests were

introduced

3.	Randy Rosenbaum summarized the activities that have taken place

leading up to this meeting.  Those activities included the issuance of

the call for artists, the review of 124 responses by the individual

commission members, the narrowing of the field of artists to 23

based upon the review of the Commissioners.  Mr. Rosenbaum

explained that the purpose of today’s meeting is to review the 23

finalists, and any suggested additions to the list for the purpose of

selecting about 12 that will be presented to the Governor for review

by the Governor and Mrs. Chafee.

4.	Jonathan Stevens reported that he had the opportunity to review all

of the State House portraits with Governor Chafee and the Governor



specified a preference for a portrait that was a bit “less conventional”

than those presently hanging in the State House.

5.	The Commission members asked for a review of the work of four

artists for reconsideration for inclusion to the list of 23.  Those

reviewed were Hank Render, Jerry Weiss, Jeremiah Patterson and

Joel Specter.  Of these, only Jerry Weiss was added to the list.

6.	The Commission members and guests reviewed the work of all of

the artists now included on the list of 24.  Of those, the list was

narrowed to the following artists:

1.	Ying-He Liu (NY)

2.	Paul Levelle (MA)

3.	John Ennis (PA)

4.	Ralph Drury (RI)

5.	Alan Ammann, (NH)

6.	Ned Bittinger (NM)

7.	Suzy Hart (SC)

8.	Chris Leib (NY)

9.	Larry Blovits (IL)

10.	John Platt (NY)

11.	Jerry Weiss (CT)

12.	Tony Pro (CA)

13.	Julie Gearan (RI)

14.	Harley Bartlett (RI)

7.	Mr. Rosenbaum noted that he will prepare a summary of the short

list of artists and samples of their work for the Governor’s review.  He

will also provide an opportunity for each of the artists to submit a few



more samples of less conventional portraiture to include in the

packet being prepared for the Governor.  It was noted that the

Governor is not bound by the short list of artists that is being

prepared and may choose someone from outside that list.  Mr.

Rosenbaum will distribute the final package to the Commission

members as well. Mr. Rosenbaum noted that since our schedule calls

for submission of the reduced list to the Governor between February

17th and April 18th that we are well ahead of schedule.

8.	The next meeting of the Commission, if one is required, will be at

the call of Mr. Rosenbaum.

9.	The meeting was adjourned at 11:35.


