
RHODE ISLAND

 STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

MINUTES OF MEETING 

April 4, 2006

The Rhode Island State Board of Elections convened at 3:05 P.M. A

quorum included Chairman Roger Begin, Vice Chair Thomas Iannitti,

Commissioners John Daluz, Florence Gormley, Frank Rego and

Raymond Xavier. Also, present were Executive Director Robert Kando

and Counsel to the Board, Raymond Marcaccio.

First order of business: With regard to the minutes of March 7, 2006,

Vice Chair Iannitti asked that the minutes reflect that the ballot

advocacy regulation was tabled by the Board on March 7, 2006 due to

a possible change in legislation. The revised March 7, 2006 minutes

will be resubmitted for approval at the next meeting of the Board.

Next order of business: Bob Rapoza, Director of Elections addressed

the Board regarding a need for two staff positions, one a current

vacant position (Planning & Program Development Specialist), and a

warehouse support position, due to increased requirements of the

Help America Vote Act (HAVA) laws.

Next order of business: Ric Thornton, Director of Campaign Finance

addressed the Board regarding the status of a revised Campaign

Finance manual pertaining to Contributions & Expenditures



Reporting Act (R.I.G.L.17-25). This manual will be available by June

2006.

Next order of business: Executive Director Kando and Legal Counsel

Marcaccio updated the Board regarding the status of Ballot Advocacy

legislation.

Next order of business: Director Kando discussed the State of Rhode

Island Financial/Accounting Network System (RI-FANS) being

implemented statewide and the approval hierarchy within the agency.

Next order of business: Executive Director Kando’s report to the

board. Director Kando updated the Board on the following: Voter

Education and Registration program at high schools and institutions

of higher learning; status of attorney fees incurred to date for fiscal

year 2006; off-site storage facility; and the vacant Assistant

Administrator/Policy and Programs position.

Comments of the Commissioners discussion included; status of staff

members attending Certified Elections/Registration Administrator

(CERA) training; Electronic Reporting and Tracking System (ERTS)

update; Rules of Practice and Procedure in Adjudicatory Hearings

before the RI Board of Elections; the “voter registration confirmation

and update” notice; and Chairman Begin stated that he will invite the

Auditor General to conduct a business controls and regulatory

process review at the Board of Elections.
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Next order of business: Commissioner Gormley motioned that the

board go into executive session pursuant to R.I.G.I. 42-46-5(a)(2) to

discuss the matter of The Rhode Island Republican Party and the

Donald L. Carcieri for Governor Campaign. Vice Chair Iannitti asked

that the board proceed with this matter in open session, all board

members agreed. Chair Begin excused himself having previously

recused himself from this matter.

Executive Director Kando acting as legal counsel to the Board in this

matter gave an update of recent developments. After comments and

discussion among the Board, Commissioner Gormley made a motion

that the Board appeals the decision of Judge Fortunato. The motion

was seconded by Commissioner Daluz and passed unanimously.

At 4:35 P.M. and with no further business, Commissioner Gormley

motioned that the Board adjourn. The motion was seconded by

Commissioner Rego and carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Taylor


