
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

MINUTES OF MEETING (RECOUNTS)

SEPTEMBER 20, 2004

The Rhode Island State Board of Elections met at 9:30 a.m. A quorum

included Chair Roger Begin, Vice Chair Thomas Iannitti,

Commissioners Judith Bailey, John Daluz, Florence Johnson, Frank

Rego and Raymond Xavier. Acting Executive Director George Bowen

and Counselor Raymond Marcaccio were in attendance, also. 

Chair Begin commenced the meeting by stating that the purpose of

the meeting was to hold recounts as requested with regard to

primaries held in the City of Cranston on September 14, 2004. Today’s

recounts included two races: State Senate, District 26 (Democrat) at

the request of Thomas Izzo and City Council, Ward 4 (Republican) at

the request of Randall Jackvony.

At this time, the Board received an update on issues with regard to

the Senate District 26 race. Acting Executive Director George Bowen

presented the Board with information which assisted the BOE staff in

determining if Mr. Izzo qualified for a reread or re-feed of the ballots

cast on primary day.

Vice Chair Iannitti declared that Mr. Izzo had qualified for a reread of

the memory packs used on primary day. The BOE staff and local

board reviewed the number of votes cast by machine, mail and



provisional ballot. Upon conducting an exhaustive accounting of the

three categories, especially, the provisional ballots cast in the District

26 race, the Executive staff presented its findings to the Board. The

staff determined that Mr. Izzo trailed his opponent by more than 2%;

thus, Mr. Izzo qualified for a reread instead of a re-feed of the ballots

cast on September 14th. 

At this time, Attorney Patrick Quinlan, legal counsel for the Cranston

Board of Canvassers, addressed the Board. Mr. Quinlan discussed

some of the problems that his local board and poll workers

encountered on September 14th with regard to voters casting

provisional ballots and some of the typical confusion that occurs

when communities conduct dual primaries such as poll workers

offering blue (Democrat) applications to republican voters. (Note:

Those wishing to vote in the Democratic Primary were given the

correct ballot, even though they signed Republican ballot

applications. The reason for the problem: Poll workers were unable to

locate the Republican (yellow) applications until approximately 11:00

a.m. primary morning.) 

Upon completion of Mr. Quinlan’s review, Chair Begin invited the

Board, candidates  and members of the public to assemble in the

building’s lower level for a recount of the Senate District 26 (D) race

and Council, Ward 4 (R) race.

The Board conducted recounts for the two Cranston races. The



results of the recounts was as follows:

- Senate District 26, Lanzi 715 and Izzo 685; and

- Council, Ward 4, Tocco-Greenaway 1,199 and Jackvony 1,146. 
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At the conclusion of the recounts, Chair Begin announced that the

Board would meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow (9-21-04) to conduct any

hearings that may have been requested with regard to voting held on

September 14th in the City of Cranston.

At approximately 10:15, Chair Begin stated that the Board would take

a brief recess and reassemble in the Board’s hearing room for the

purpose of holding hearings with regard to the September 14, 2004

primaries. Having said this, the Chair declared the recount process

concluded for the September 14, 2004 primaries. 

ATTEST: 

Frances A. Keating 

Coordinator, Special Projects


