
WORKFORCE PARTNERSHIP OF GREATER RHODE ISLAND 
Board of Directors Meeting 

May 9, 2006 
 

Minutes 
 
WIB voting members present included: 
 

Vincent Balasco Paul Harden Muriel Morrissette Marie Strauss 
Joseph Cannon Diane Karcz Paul Ouellette Frank Sullivan 
Michael Cassidy Steve Kitchin Fred Pendlebury Johan Uvin 
Diane Cook Peter Koch Betty Pleacher Ernie Vergano 
Joseph Crowley Etalvina Leite Fred Ricci Kimberly Weiss 
Joseph DesRoches Dorothy Mattiello Scott Seaback Steven Wilson 

 
WIB voting members absent included: 
 

Jeanne Brockway Dorothy Furlong Colleen Odell Darrell Waldron 
Vanessa Cooley John Iaderosa Paula Santos Brian Wallin  
Joseph DeSantis Joan Lariviere Edward Sneesby  
Raymond Filippone Jane Nugent Pat Talin  

 
Others in attendance included: 
 

Patrice Cavanaugh Michael Koback Kathy Partington Donna Treglia 
Mary Demers Phyllis Littlejohn Brown Sharon Petrarca Karen Waters 
Joseph DiPina  Nancie Moore Sandra Powell  
Barbara Irish John O’Hare Carlos Ribeiro  
Arthur Jodoin Maureen Palumbo Jean Severance  

 
    
WELCOME 
  
Chairman Steve Kitchin called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Joseph Crowley motioned to approve the January 10, 2006 meeting minutes as presented.  Peter 
Koch seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Chairman Kitchin discussed WIA reauthorization briefly and noted that it is basically off the table for this 
session.  He stated that the spotlight has been on the Faith Based Initiative.  He said that the US 
Department of Labor would possibly make rescissions and reduce funding for the FY '07 budget 
 
Mr. Kitchin reported that he attended the National Association of Workforce Boards annual meeting in 
Washington in February along with Michael Koback, Dottie Miller and Lori DelRossi of the Governor’s 
Workforce Board.  He stated that he met with Senator Chafee’s staff and discussions involved the budget. 
 
Mr. Kitchin also stated that the One-Stop Quality Assurance Committee and the WIA Performance 
Committee had been restructured into one new committee.  He thanked Richard Westlake for agreeing to 
chair that committee. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Michael Koback reported on recent activities of the Governor’s Workforce Board.  He said that the 
Consolidation Committee met and decided to table further discussion of formal consolidation.  However, 
opportunities for greater collaboration would be explored.  He noted that activities involving youth and the 
possibility of one RFP for both WIB’s were discussed as an initial effort. 
 
Michael Koback presented the budget report for the period ending March 31, 2006.  He discussed the 
internal Administrative expenditures, and explained the external expenditures and balances by funding 
category.  He stated that there was significant carry-in money from Adult and Dislocated Worker 
internally.  He also stated that expenditures did not reflect the obligations.  He noted that as the Board 
suggested, the budget is presented with the new format with a column designated as Obligations.  The 
format now allows for a more accurate report of expenditures, obligations and un-obligated funds.  He 
remarked that as the un-obligated column reveals, a significant amount of the funding has been 
earmarked. Michael Koback reported on the WIB Support Budget, noting that it only reflected carry-in 
funds since no new funds were awarded.  The Support budget primarily supports EIG grants 
management through June 30, 2006. 
 
Director Koback updated the Board regarding the DLT Marketing position.  He stated that the position had 
been advertised and four candidates were interviewed.  He reported that the posting was being re-issued 
to expand the field of candidates. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Sub-Committee – Ernie Vergano reported that the committee met on April 28 with the auditors, 
Kahn, Litwin, Renza & Company to review the preliminary draft for FY'04.  He stated that there were no 
majors concerns.  Ernie explained that one comment from the auditors involved Internal Accounting.  He 
said that at present the books are kept on a cash basis and a separate spreadsheet accounts for 
accruals.  The auditors recommend that there be a monthly reconciliation of the ledger accounts.  They 
did acknowledge that with limited staff it is a difficult process.  Ernie stated that when the report is 
received he would review with anyone separately that requested.  Mr. Kitchin stated that this audit is of 
the non-federal funding except for the H1-B grant. 
 
Youth Council – Frank Sullivan, Chair, stated that the Youth Council met on April 24 and recommended 
that the Board approve the proposals submitted today.  Frank noted that BVCAP had scored below the 
required level.  He stated that staff had negotiated with SER Jobs for Progress to provide services to 
Central Falls for Younger Youth In-School program. 
 

Frank Sullivan motioned to approve SER Jobs for Progress in the amount of $142,520.  Ernie 
Vergano seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Frank then reported that the Youth Council was recommending the Younger Youth Out-of-School 
proposals to be funded for PY '06.  He reported that WPGRI received five requests and that Tri-Town 
scored below the required level for funding.  He also stated that the Paxen Group was not recommended 
because they could not reduce their budget request to a fundable level.   
 

Frank Sullivan motioned to approve three contracts for funding:  BVCAP in the amount of 
$125,500; CCAP in the amount of $129,185.47; and Family Resources in the amount of 
$158,302.71.  Paul Harden seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Frank Sullivan reported that Sue Babin, a former member of the Board expressed a desire to serve on the 
Youth Council.  He stated that she would be a valuable member of the Council. 
 

Frank Sullivan motioned to approve Sue Babin to serve on the Youth Council.  Fred Ricci 
seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 



Board Meeting                                                                May 9, 2006                                                            Page 3 of 3  
    
 

Board Development - Paul Ouellette, Chair, reported that the Annual Breakfast meeting was scheduled 
for the Crowne Plaza in Warwick on June 13.  He stated that the applications for awards had been 
forwarded to the One Stop managers.  Paul said that the One-Stop Quality Assurance Committee was 
meeting on May 19 to review the award nominees.  He also stated that Governor has the meeting on his 
schedule. 
    
Program Development & Evaluation - Paul Harden, Chair, reported that EIG’s were winding down and 
that there are only a few contracts remaining.  Paul stated that the WPGRI had requested a one year no 
cost modification to the H1-B Bio-Tech grant and the request had been approved.  He stated that through 
the modification better connections were planned with High Schools and subsidizing tuition of people in 
programs.  Paul reported that there was information in the packets regarding the Bio-Tech Job Fair and 
its success.  Michael Koback reported that Dottie Miller has been working with Vanessa Cooley to engage 
teachers in biotech courses this summer in the hopes of bringing the information back to the classroom in 
the fall. 
 
New Business - Chairman Kitchin reported that Thomas Fay was no longer acting as the Board’s 
attorney and the Executive Committee met with DLT staff attorney, Gail Theriault.  Chairman Kitchin 
stated that she would be able to provide legal counsel for the Board.  Discussion followed regarding if her 
services would be a conflict of interest.  Chairman Kitchin replied that if there was some concern on 
certain issues, outside services could be obtained. 
 

Ernie Vergano motioned to retain the services of DLT staff attorney, Gail Theriault.  Diane Cook 
seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
Chairman Kitchin reminded the Board of the Annual Meeting date of June 13 at the Crowne Plaza. 
 

Joseph DesRoches motioned to close the meeting.  Joseph Crowley seconded the motion.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara Irish 
Workforce Partnership of Greater RI 
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