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RI Department of Health Three Capitol Hill Providence, RI 02908-5097 TTY: 711 www.health.ri.gov 

         4:00 – 5:00 pm     DOH – Room 401     5/3/2016     Conference Call Number:  866-706-4994     Participant Code:  53796753 
 

Preparation for this meeting 

 
Please read: Previous meeting minutes and action items   
Please update: Assigned action items 
Please do:  Note the changes in subsequent meeting dates and please mark your calendars with the updated information. 

Email Teresa Mota (TMota@healthcentricadvisors.org) with any agenda items for the next meeting by COB two 
days prior to meeting. 

 

Voting Members 

 Nicole Alexander-Scott  Maureen Marsella   Janet Robinson 
 Utpala Bandy  Leonard Mermel  Gina Rocha 
 Annemarie Beardsworth  Teresa  Mota  Gail Skowron 
 Cheston Cunha  Aman Nanda  Michael Smit 
 Monica Dorobisz  Robin Neale  Matthew Trimble 
 David Fried  Stacey Ranucci  Samara Viner-Brown 
 Kerry LaPlante  Rebecca Reece  Stephanie Wildenhain (Jill Powers alt.) 
 John Lonks  Louis Rice   

 

Subcommittee Members 

 Michael Ford  Kelly Maston   
 Tsewang Gyurmey  Christine Parker   
 Erica Hardy  Ralph Santoro   
 Hao Yuan Huang     

 

Old Business - Updates 

          Lead Status 

1 Presentation updates: 

 OPTUM Provider Educational Lecturer (May 16
th

)  

 Pharmacy in-service  to Omnicare and Pharmerica 

Rebecca Reece, 
Stacey Ranucci, 
Kerry LaPlante 

(5 min) 

 

 

New Business 

          Lead Status 

1 Welcome & approval of minutes from the 4/5/2016 Task Force Meeting – Minutes 
approved and seconded. Accepted as final. 

Rebecca Reece  

2 HAI Subcommittee Meeting Update – HAC Scores 

 Maureen Marsella, State HAI Coordinator and associate at Healthcentric 
Advisors presented the HAC Program, HAI trend data that feeds into the 

Maureen Marsella 
(10-15 min) 
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New Business 

          Lead Status 

HAC Program, as well as information on the VBP program & HAI 
performance. This information was also shared with Senator Whitehouse at 
HAI meeting at Healthcentric Advisors.  

 Dr. Alexander-Scott stated that one of the results of the HAI meeting was 
that Senator Whitehouse offered his assistance and support as a champion 
to help advance the HAI prevention efforts in RI. Therefore, Healthcentric 
Advisors asked those in attendance from the hospital and LTC settings to 
help construct a letter along with the Department of Health, under the 
Director’s direction, that will be sent to Senator Whitehouse. This letter will 
outline how he can help champion our efforts. In the letter there is mention 
of a kickoff meeting in the fall with subsequent dual-track meeting series 
every six months. One track with be a state leadership track, and the other 
will be HAI Committee meetings with the AMSEC meetings in-between. 

 Gina suggested that in the numbers that were shared with Senator 
Whitehouse be further explained, as they can be difficult to understand. 
Even though we seem “bad” via the numbers as reported, we actually have 
low levels. The information on how the measures are constructed, and the 
limitations in the data – including how difficult it is to move quartiles 
considering others are improving along with RI – should be added as an 
appendix to the letter. 

 The letter was sent today, to Senator Whitehouse’s office. A copy of the 
letter will be shared with the AMSEC Task Force after today’s meeting. 

3 a. Proposed Statement of Commitment Letter for LTC – Updated draft  

 The updated draft was reviewed with the additions made by Dr. Alexander-
Scott, Janet Robinson and Dr. Nanda. A statement will be added related to 
inclusion of a physician extender (e.g. NP) as an appropriate prescriber in 
LTC who would also be looking at cultures and lab data to inform whether 
or not to prescribe or discontinue. 

b. Website documents – Updated drafts of leadership pledges.  

 AMSEC Task Force members were asked to review these and send any 
suggested edits to Kerry LaPlante. 

 Once finalized, the Commitment letter and pledge documents will be sent 
to the LTC facilities in RI. 

Kerry LaPlante 
 (10-15 min) 

 

4 Discuss AMSEC and BCBS collaboration opportunity.  

 Christine Parker discussed their public health approach to antimicrobial use 
in hospitals and LTC. In conjunction with the Get Smart program in 
November, BCBS of RI will engage the public via advertising, newsletters 
and press releases.  

 Kerry stated that she contacted Dr. Lauri Hicks (former RI resident) at the 
CDC who is the Director of CDC’s Antimicrobial Stewardship Program. She 

All 
(10 min) 

 



 
 

Antimicrobial Stewardship & Environmental Cleaning Task Force 
Minutes  

Chair – Rebecca Reece, MD; Vice-Chair Kerry LaPlante, PharmD 
 

3 
 

RI Department of Health Three Capitol Hill Providence, RI 02908-5097 TTY: 711 www.health.ri.gov 

New Business 

          Lead Status 

agreed to come to RI in mid-September to support our efforts and perhaps 
be here for a kickoff with Senator Whitehouse, Governor Raimondo. 

5 Funding needs for the Task Force should funds become available.  

 Dr. Alexander-Scott asked the Task Force to think about ways that we could 
use funds should they become available. There is a proposal that was just 
released by the USDA for $6M to fund antimicrobial resistance research. 
One focus of this grant specifically refers to the investigation of the ecology 
of microbial resistance microbes and gene reservoirs in animals, in crops, in 
food products or in farm-raised aquaculture products. This ties in nicely to 
earlier discussions that we have had regarding antibiotic use in food 
production and our collaboration with the veterinarians in RI. 

 Additional information on this grant will be sent to the AMSEC Task Force 
after today’s meeting. 

 

All 
 (10 min) 

 

Action Items 

          Lead Status 

1 Continue providing resources for AMSEC web page.   

2 Terri will send out the letter sent to Senator Whitehouse’s office, the finalized 
Commitment letter and the USDA grant information prior to the next AMSEC Task 
Force meeting. 

  

 

Future AMSEC Task Force Meeting Dates, 2016 
4:00pm in DOH Conference Room 401 

June 7 
July 5 

August 2 
September 6 

October 4 
November 1 
December 6 

For those unable to join in-person:  
Conference Call Number:  866-706-4994     Participant Code:  53796753 

 

Meeting agenda/minutes available on the Secretary of State’s Open Meetings Web page: 
http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/index.php?page=view_entity&id=1293 

(Filed under the Health Care Quality Performance Steering Committee - reference the meeting date to find documents.) 

http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/index.php?page=view_entity&id=1293

