Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing

March 8, 2016
MEETING MINUTES

Community Resources Members: Timothy Riker, Elizabeth Shealy, Nico Sedivy, Elsbeth Brown, Steven
A. Florio (Executive Director)

Communication Accommodations:
Interpreter: Christine West (MPA-358)

Location: RICDHH Office, Department of Administration, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI

The members introduced themselves.

Steve Florio reported that the language assessment bill has not yet introduced in the
legislative session but he was informed that it should be introduced anytime within two
weeks.

They discussed about getting a support from the community stakeholders such as the RI
Parent Information Network, RI Association of the Deaf, RI Hearing Assessment Program,
RI Chapter of Hands and Voices and many others.

Tim Riker wanted to have the community forum concerning language deprivation and early
intervention services. The members suggested to hold the community forum in April or
May. They agreed to discuss on logistics at the Board of Commissioners” monthly meeting.
They brainstormed as to where the forum should be held, what format looks like, etc.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40pm.
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