
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing 

 
June 19, 2013 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
Commissioners Attending:  Jordan Sack, Travis Zellner, James Simon, Heather Niedbala, Paul 

Molloy, Todd Murano, Betsy Beach, and Julia Gold.  
 
Commissioner(s) not Attending: None 
 
Staff Attending:   Steven A. Florio (Executive Director)  
 
Public Attending:  Rosa Norberg, Heather Piasczyk, David Abell, Deborah Masland, and 

Mary Fournier 
 
Communication Accommodations:  

Interpreters: Maureen McEntee and Elizabeth Nadolski  
CloseVision Interpreters: Jonthan Henry and Lindsey Medeiros 
CART service:    Shelley Deming (Allied Reporters) 
Support Service Provider: Margaret Molloy (volunteer) 

 
Location: Conference Room B at the Department of Administration building, 2nd Floor   
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jordan Sack at 6:01pm.  
 
Chair Sack declared that the quorum was satisfied after conducting the roll call of Commissioners.  He 
discussed what to expect for the rest of the evening including presentation on Early Intervention Program in 
Rhode Island and interviews with candidates for commissioners’ seats.  
 
 
 

The RI CDHH Commissioner approved the minutes for the 06/19/2013 
meeting on July 17, 2013. 

 



 
Review of Meeting Minutes (05/22/2013): 
 

1) Travis Zellner made a motion to approve the May 22, 2013 meeting minutes as written. Paul 
Molloy seconded. The motion was carried 8-0.   

 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’s  REPORT: 
 

1. Budget News:  there is no new change on budget bill concerning RICDHH.  He hoped that 
the budget bill will be passed shortly.  
 

2. Legislative News: there are two active bills that he hoped to be voted on by the general 
assembly.  SB 277 – Access to Movies and HB 5830 – Access to RI Courts.  He would 
keep the commissioners informed of any new development on these bills prior to the 
conclusion of the 2013 legislative session.  

 
3. Personnel:  Steve reminded the commissioners that he will be on vacation from June 25th 

to July 8th.    
 
 
PRESENTATION ON EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM IN RHODE ISLAND: 
 
Jordan Sack introduced Deborah Masland, Early Childhood Program Director of RI Parent Information 
Network (RIPIN), and Mary Fournier, Director of Hasbro Children’s Hospital and Vice-Chairperson of 
Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC).     
 

- Overall Early Intervention Programs in Rhode Island 
- Process to obtain the EI services.  
- Resources on Deaf and Hard of Hearing infants and toddlers. 
- Questions and Answers 

 
(The power point slides are available for distribution – please request at the RICDHH office.) 
 
 
Break – 7:09pm 
 
Meeting Resumed at 7:23pm  
 
 
INTERVIEW WITH CANDIDATES FOR THE COMMISSIONER SEATS 
 
Chair Sack explained that the interview will be held for the seats specifically for Deaf, Deaf do not use ASL, 
and Hard of Hearing.  There will be two interviews, hearing and deaf seats at the next month meeting as a 
couple of candidates could not make it tonight.  
 
Chair Sack reported that all candidates prefer to be interviewed in executive session therefore all interviews 
will be conducted in executive session.  
 
Travis Zellner made a motion to go into executive session to discuss on questions for interviews and to 
interview with the candidates. Betsy Beach seconded.  The motion was carried, 8-0.  



The executive session meeting started at 7:29pm.  
 
Candidates: 
 
Jordan Sack seeking for re-appointment (Deaf do not use ASL) 
Travis Zellner seeking for re-appointment (Deaf) 
David Abell seeking for appointment.  (Hard of Hearing) 
 
Jim Simon made a motion to adjourn the executive session. Todd Murano seconded. The motion was 
carried, 8-0.  
 
The executive session meeting ended at 8:20pm.  
 
 
Break – 8:20pm 
 
Meeting Resumed at 8:30pm  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Hard of Hearing Commissioner: 
 
Julia Gold made a motion that the Commission recommends David Abell for Governor Chafee’s 
consideration to be appointed.  Travis Zellner seconded.   The motion was carried, 7-0-1.  YES = 7, NO= 0, 
and Abstained = 1 (Jordan Sack) 
 
Deaf Commissioner (does not use ASL): 
 
Todd Murano made a motion that the Commission recommends Jordan Sack for Governor Chafee’s 
consideration to be re-appointed.  Betsy Beach seconded.  The motion was carried, 7-0.   Jordan Sack 
recused himself from voting.  
 
Deaf Commissioner: 
 
Heather Niedbala made a motion that the Commission recommends Travis Zellner for Governor Chafee’s 
consideration to be re-appointed.  Julia Gold seconded.  The motion was carried, 6-0-1.  YES= 6, NO= 0, 
and Abstained= 1 (Jordan Sack).   Travis Zellner recused himself from voting.  
 
 
 
SUB-COMMITTEES’ REPORTS: 
 
Membership – No report 
 
RICDHH Orientation for newly appointments – Steve will wait until all other newly appointments to fill the 
seats.  
 
RICDHH Awards – No report 
 
 



Chair Sack looked forward to seeing everyone again on July 17, 2013.  That is the Commissioners’ next 
meeting.  
 
He adjourned the meeting at 8:58pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Steven A. Florio 
Acting Secretary  
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