
 
 

JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 
 

OPEN SESSION 
 

May 7, 2007 
 

Minutes 
 
 
 
 A meeting of the Judicial Nominating Commission was held on May 7, 2007 at 
5:30. p.m., in open session at the Department of Administration, Conference Room 2, 
Providence, Rhode Island, pursuant to the notice of the meeting to all Commissioners and 
to the public, as required by  RIGL § 42-46-6.   
 

The following Commissioners were present and participated throughout the 
meeting: Chairman Stephen Carlotti, William Rampone, Solomon Solomon,Valentino 
Lombardi, Herbert Brennan, Dennis Coleman, and June Tow. 
 
 Commissioners absent: Patty Fairweather and Faye Sanders. 
 
 Also present: JoAnn Dubuc, Legal Assistant to the Commission and Edward 
Fitzpatrick, Providence Journal Reporter. 
 

Mr Carlottii presided over the meeting and Ms. Dubuc acted as recording 
secretary. 
 
 Mr. Carlotti informed the members that he had checked into the status of the bill 
(S-0892) currently being considered by the legislators to keep judicial candidate’s names 
active for 3 years from the date submitted to the governor for consideration and allow the 
governor to appoint one of those candidates to fill a judicial vacancy that occurs during 
that time frame.  He stated that the bill was still in the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
there had been no hearings on it to date.  He also stated that he did not think any action 
would be taken on the bill during this legislative session. 
 
 Mr. Rampone requested that the minutes of the March 26, 2007 meeting to select 
the applicants to be interviewed reflect that his absence was due to the death of his 
mother. 
 
 Following corrections to the minutes of March 7, 2007 and March 26, 2007 made 
by Ms. Tow, members voted unanimously to accept the minutes as amended. 
 
 Commissioners interviewed the following applicants for the vacancy on the R.I. 
Superior Court: Bennett Gallo, Alan Goulart, Sandra Lanni and Luis Matos  



 Mr. Carlotti explained the interviewing process to each applicant and informed 
him or her that the interviews were held in open session but at their request if so desired 
the interview could go forward in executive session.  He then invited each applicant to 
make a brief statement as to why they were applying for this judgeship. 
 
 Following the interviews a brief discussion ensued regarding the meeting place.  
Mr. Brennan and Mr. Coleman stated that they felt the JNC office was unacceptable 
because of the space and asked if arrangements could be made to meet in a different 
location.  Mr. Brennan expressed his concern that the applicants waiting to be 
interviewed could hear the questions being asked and this might give them an unfair 
advantage.  Mr. Rampone responded that the Department of Administration building has 
a limited amount of space to offer the Commission for meetings.  Mr. Solomon and Mr. 
Rampone both stated that they had been a member of the Commission for a number of 
years and the present location has always worked out. 
 
 Ms. Tow stated that she felt the 20-minute time limit for each interview was not 
long enough and wondered if the time should be extended to 30 minutes.  It was the 
consensus of the members that it would be better to stay with the 20-minute schedule. 
 
 Mr. Carlotti stated he would plan to schedule a meeting some time during the 
summer to discuss changes and other items regarding the JNC. 
 
 There being no further business in open session, upon motion made and seconded 
the members voted to adjourn at 7:20 p.m. 
  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       JoAnn Dubuc 
       Legal Assistant    
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