Rhode Island State Conservation Committee Minutes

Date: May 11, 2016
State: 10:05 am

Location: NRCS Conference Room, 60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, RI 02886
Attendees: RISCC Members - Maria Mack (Chair), Ken Ayars (DEM), Paul Dolan (NRICD), Clarkson

Collins (SRICD), Nancy Parker Wilson (ERICD), Advisors —-Pooh Vongkhamdy (USDA, NRCS),
Beverly Migliore (RIDEM), Paul Gonsalves (DOA)

Guests: Gina DeMarco (NRICD), Kate Bousquet (SRICD) Michael Viola - Civil Engineering
Technician (ERICD), Sara Churgin (RISCC - Project Coordinator), J. Eric Scherer (SRICD)

L. Welcome and Introductions - Maria Mack, Chair

IL. Review and Approve Minutes of April 13, 2016 — Motion from C. Collins to approve. Second
by K. Ayars. Motion carries.

[1L Review and Receive Financial Reports (April 30, 2015). Motion from C. Collins that in
receipt of financial. Second by K. Ayars. Motion carries.

Action Item: S. Churgin to meet with A. Hornstein to learn correct way to input into QB
5/27/16.

Action Item: S. Churgin to prepare draft FY 2016-17 budget after meeting with A. Horstein.

I11. Old Business
A. Website - Motion by N. Parker Wilson, second by C. Collins to approve the expense of
$240 to Mouseworks to transfer the work done by Z. MacDonald in creating the
website to the live site at riconservation.org. Motion carries.
B. RISE SC 2016 Update - Motion by P. Dolan and second by C. Collins to accept RI SE
SC 2016 Update. Motion carries.

Action Item: M. Mack to call Lorraine Joubert /NEMO and Scott Wolf (Grow Smart) about
funding for training.

C. Update to Contractors’ List - It’s a list that has to be made and then maintained by
someone outside of NRCS. They have to be willing to follow the NRCS practices.
D. Update on Strategic Plan

Action Item: S. Churgin to provide a more cohesive format with the goals and strategies
provided at last planning session.

V. New Business
A. Update on Janet Coit to sign MOU - K. Ayars said we just have to find a time that
works with J. Coit’s schedule.
B. Changing Date of RISCC Board Meeting - Switched to first Wednesday of the month.
Location to be an outdoor venue.




Action Item: S. Churgin to find a location and let everyone know.

C. Maine Conservation District Survey - M. Mack presents that surveys are good to

see what your clients want/need. NRCS is not allowed to do a survey directly. C.
Collins said a sub-committee would be helpful to explore adopting a similar survey.

Action Item: M. Mack, C. Collins and D. Went to form sub-committee to develop this survey.

E. Allison Hamel (RIDOT) as Representative Advisor to RISCC

Action Item: S. Churgin to write a letter to A. Hamel inviting her to be RIDOT advisor.

VL Member and Advisors Reports
A. RI-DEM

1.

FFOS discussion of backlog of plan requests. Pooh stated he wants CDs to help
with implementation of farm plans (ersosion, water quality, soil health,
energy) through RFPP. K. Ayars says this is a big priority for the CDs.

Action Item: P.Vongkhamdy to discuss this with his staff and will have an update at next

RISCC meeting.
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Traceability to go through RISCC

K. Ayars said if there are agreements with the districts, it should go through
RISCC

Food Chief named, Susan Anderbois

DEM and RIRC&D partner for farm energy

CDs should get information on “Intent to Cut” forms to give landowners so the
landowners do not get in trouble. K. Ayars feel it should be fee for service by
the landowner to the district for staff to go out and advise on cutting.

Action Item: K. Ayars going to ask Will Walker to reach out to the CDs.

B. ERICD

1.

N. Parker Wilson stated outreach continues to let people know about the
district.

2. Update on KRC investigation of sewer-tie ins in Warren
3. Opyster Restoration - still working with DEM to find viable waters
B. NRICD
1. Tulip Festival huge success at Snake Den Farm
2. Finishing up on CIG grants
3. RCPP soil health application off to DC for approval
4. Districts applied for RCPP Farm Conservation Plan (DEM and Farm Bureau as

matching partners) - P. Vongkhamdy said only one RFP was received.

1. Lease almost signed with URI, pending insurance issue

Action Item: K. Bousquet to keep M. Mack posted on getting the lease signed.

2.

Involved in RFPP in Long Island Sound



D. NRCS

=

Have received many applications for forestry

Have extended deadline on monarchs, and if no applications then money
goes back into the pot

He thanked CD outreach programs

P. Vongkhamdy wants to schedule a meeting with the CDs to go over the
agreements, find out who is doing what on which agreement
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E. RIRDC
1. have a signed 3 yr agreement with DEM for the Farm Energy Grant
2. Tours to start in the districts in June

3. Small scale forestry in ERICD June 25 field trip

DOA - Technical committee agreed to recommend moving forward the “Plan” to open
hearing

F.

VII. Motion to Adjourn - Motion made by P. Dolan, second by C. Collins. Motion carries.

***NEXT MEETING July 6, 2016 at RI Nurseries at 10am (unless otherwise indicated)

Respectfully submitted by Sara Churgin, Project Coordinator for RISCC



