Rhode Island State Conservation Committee Minutes

Date: April 13,2016
State: 10:05 am

Location: NRCS Conference Room, 60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, RI 02886
Attendees: RISCC Members - Maria Mack (Chair), Ken Ayars (DEM), Paul Dolan (NRICD), Clarkson

Collins (SRICD), Emerson Wildes (ERICD), Advisors - Dick Went (RIACD), Alan Gillespie (USDA,
NRCS), Beverly Migliore (RIDEM), Paul Gonsalves (DOA)

Guests: Gina DeMarco (NRICD), Michael Viola - Civil Engineering Technician (ERICD), Sara Churgin
(RISCC - Project Coordinator), J. Eric Scherer (SRICD), Nancy Parker Wilson (ERICD)

L. Welcome and Introductions - Maria Mack, Chair
I1. New Business
a. Ken Ayars - Janet Coit to sign MOU. Would be great to have her sign in a “ceremony” at
next mtg as well. Discussed another MOU with RWU as a party and having ]. Coit sign
that as well.
b. G. DeMarco talked about honoring a state legislature at Annual Dinner and Lauren Carson
from Newport, RI would be a good candidate.

Action Item: S. Churgin to provide MOU for J. Coit’s signature.

c. Thank you to P. Gonsalves for including RISCC partners in newsletter for statewide
planning

[1L Joining ECRI - M. Mack wants the (December 30, 2015). $60 fee.
Motion was made by P. Dolan that we join. Second by K. Ayars. Motion carried.
Action Item: S. Churgin to sign RISCC for ECRI. (DONE)

IV. Sustainability Program at RWU - Website designed by Zoe MacDonald (internet down at
NRCS so unable to view as planned)

a. K. Ayars suggested one of the ocean pictures should be changed to an agricultural
picture.

b. Replace top right picture with one of aquaculturists (oyster harvesting).

c. Replace one of the forest pictures with one from Greenvale Vineyards.

d. When site goes live the website will be www.riconservation.org

e. Mouseworks will have to transfer the site to her domain.

f. G.DeMarco got bat boxes made by students.

g. D.Went spoke with law school rep Reed Porter and said they might have a program
where we partner with them for legal advice on grants (one shot deal).

h. Envelopes/rack cards/letterhead templates. 100% post recycled paper, soy ink for

envelopes.



Action Item: S. Churgin to send link to all RISCC members in order to get edits/comments
asap as we have Z. MacDonald until May 3, 2016. (DONE)

Action Item: S. Churgin to get oyster picture and picture from N. Parker Wilson. (DONE)

Action Item: M. Mack, N. Parker Wilson and C. Collins to send a picture for site to S. Churgin.
All board members to let S. Churgin know when their terms end.

Action Item: Ask Mouseworks to link RISCC calendar to everyone else’s calendars.

Action Item: S. Churgin to send out email as to when RWU sustainability class presentation is
done. (DONE)

Action Item: G. DeMarco to pass on names of two RWU students who are looking for summer
work (paid or unpaid) in environmental science. (NOT NEEDED - S.CHURGIN SPOKE WITH
THEM AT RWU PRESENTATION AND THEY HAVE FOUND WORK)

V. Member and Advisors Reports

a. K. Ayars - DEM reviewing LASA grant applications. Announcements will be made at Ag
Day. Districts will be doing a table at Ag Day.
ERICD

c. NRICD - S. Churgin suggested to G. DeMarco she call green infrastructure coalition to
come to tulip event so they could then promote NRICD.

d. SRICD

NRCS

f. NACD - M. Allard and ]. Peterson (maybe) going to conservation boot camp, then be a
Conservation Planner level 2. Hopefully by mid-fall we will have 5 certified conservation
planners. NACD Urban Grant coming out between now and end of April; money to be
awarded by end of June 2016.

g. RIRCD - workshop in Tiverton in April; tree farm tour in LC June 25, 2016

h. Statewide Planning - Final advisory committee meeting on RI Water Quality
Management Plan (consolidates 3 old plans), link to draft:
http://www.planning.ri.gov/documents/LU/water/WQMP_Adv%20ComDraft April 04
%2006%2016_eb.pdf

®

VL Soil Erosion Document - E. Scherer would like comments on this document as it’s going into
final format in May.

VIL Adjourned at 10:50 am

Respectfully submitted by Sara Churgin, Project Coordinator for RISCC



