RI STATE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
NRCS CONFERENCE ROOM

600 QUAKER LANE

WARWICK, RI 02886

MEETING MINUTES
January 29, 2013
4:00 PM

Chair Eric Offenberg called the meeting to order at 4:05pm.
Present: Eric Offenberg, Chair; Ken Ayars, Rl DEM; Kevin Farmer,
NRCS; Emerson Wildes, Jessica Blackledge, ERICD; Gina DeMarco,

NRICD; Harriet Powell, J. Eric Scherer, SRICD; Ramona LeBlanc,
Debra Aiello, Jill Osgood, RISCC.

Board Recruitment:

l. Minutes: A motion was made to accept the minutes of the

November 14, 2012 meeting. Harriett/Emerson; unanimous.

ll. Financial Reports: A motion was made to accept the financial

report, Harriett/ Emerson; unanimous.

lIl. NRCS Agreements:

Small Forestry: Four forestry workshops will be held during the



month of March. The theme is “Small Forests are a Big Deal”.
Outreach- A plan was developed, waiting for NRCS approval.
Engineering: Nothing new to report.

Rivers: Waiting for area survey to be completed to choose

remediation component to be designed by SCC engineer.

V. Old Business:

A. FFOS:

1. Letter to current enrollees with farm designation, which will require
current conservation plan, is being reviewed by DEM.

2. An FFOS summary sheet will has been developed. Ramona would
like the board members to go over the list to provide feedback.

3. NRCS provided farm conservation plans will be reviewed by
District official to make sure they meet Rl SCC requirements.

B. Fee for Service List Flyers are being created for the Fee for Service
list. The information will be posted on the website.

C. Policy Subcommittee: There was a consensus of opinion to have
someone outside the organizations review policy and make
recommendations

D. SESC Handbook:

1. Eric Scherer reported that he is getting great support for the
handbook. He will continue working with NRCS and DEM, and would

like to use this document to carry out training with the public.

E. Other



VI. New Business:

A. MOU’s:
1. Ramona is looking to seek legal opinion. A motion was made to
do so. Ken/Harriet: unanimous.

B. Board Composition:
1. The RIACD sent a letter regarding increasing board size through
legislation.
2. Ken would like to form a subcommittee to look at the law. A
motion was make to table Board composition discussion. Harriett/
Emerson: unanimous.

C. HR Position:

D. Other
1. Ramona sent out a letter to all the districts stating that 5,000.00 is
available for program development and organizing activities
mandated by the state committee. A motion was made for each
district to bill the SCC against this amount. Harriet/ Emerson:
unanimous.
V. Reports:

1. Eastern RI Conservation District will hold an open house on

February 12, 2013 from 5-7 pm.
2. Eric Scherer reported the Southern RI Conservation District

annual meeting went well.

Meeting was adjourned at 5:30. The next meeting is scheduled to take

place on March 13th at 9:00 am.



