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Paul Dolan, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:20. 
 
In attendance were: 
Eric Offenberg, Chair; Ken Ayars RI DEM, Agriculture; Kristen Castrataro, URI 
Co-operative Extension; Dick Went, RIACD; Paul Dolan, Norm Hammond, Gina 
DeMarco, NRICD;  Clarkson Collins, Harriet Powell, SRICD; Emerson Wildes, 
Dick Hart; Nancy Hess, RI SPP; Pooh Vongkhamdy,  Eric Scherer, Kevin Farmer, 
NRCS; Chip Young, URI; Susan Korte, What Grows on in RI; Ramona LeBlanc, 
Administrative Assistant. 
 

I. Minutes 
 
A motion was made to accept the minutes of the August 6, 2009 meeting: 
Harriet/Norm, unanimous. 

 
II. Financial Report 

A motion was made to accept the October 31, 2009 financial report: 
Harriet/Norm: unanimous. 
 

III. Farm, Forest and Open Space 
 

A. Appointments: On the recommendation of the Districts Boards, the 
names of five individuals will be submitted to the governor’s office as 
candidates for appointment to the Farm, Forest and Open Space 
subcommittee.  Two open seats exist on the subcommittee, one of which 
must be filled by a member of a land trust and the other by a landowner 
enrolled in the forest portion of the FFOS program.   A motion was made 
to recommend Wayne Montgomery, Little Compton Agricultural 
Conservancy Trust and Ron Fasano, enrolled FFOS/Forest: 
Harriet/Emerson, unanimous. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The results will be reviewed to see if one of these programs could be used as a model RI 
could adopt temporarily while funding is secured to conduct a more complete study of 
programs in other states to find a methodology that produces more accurate values for RI.  
Chris will be in attendance at the above mentioned FFOS meeting and will report on the 
status of his inquiry.  

 
 Kristen Castrataro and Chip Young will explore a SARE grant to fund the development 

and implementation of a tax assessor’s train program to educate assessors about the 
FFOS program. 

 
 
IV. Agricultural Technical Assistance Position 
 
 A motion was made to place an ad for this position by the week of 11/23/09: 

Paul/Harriet: unanimous. 
 The position(s) will be filled by individuals who will provide agricultural assistance and 

develop FFOS farm conservation plans on a contract basis.  They will receive training 
from NRCS as Earth Team volunteers.  An attempt will be made to have at least one 
consultant in each geographic District.  District employees, who are qualified and meet 
the criteria of the hiring committee, will be offered the opportunity to complete ag tech 
work within their District.  They will, however, be contracted by the SCC and will need 
liability insurance and will also need to file a DWC 11-IC with the State. 

 An interview committee (Paul Dolan/NRICD, Harriet Powell/SRICD, Suzanne Hourihan/ 
ERICD and an RI DEM representative and an NRCS representative) will begin review 
and interview process in January. 

 
V. Reorganization 
 
 Chip Young submitted an interim report on the reorganization to their Foundation in 

June.  He feels it is imperative to submit a final report in a timely manner as, the original 
grant proposal estimated a 6 month time frame to complete the reorganization plan.  That 
deadline passed in October. 
A motion was by made (Paul Dolan) to accept the reorganization memo as drafted by 
Chip and modified by Ramona along with a draft of a cooperative agreement between the 
Districts and the State Committee that would formalize the reorganization policy. 
Additional time to review and make comments was requested.  A list of items to be added 
or deleted will be circulated for review.  If agreeable to, these will be incorporated into 
the memo. 
The motion was made (Harriet Powell) to amend the previous motion and establish an 
electronic voting deadline of 11/25/09 for the final document: unanimous. 
 

VI. Reports 
 

NRCS: Kevin Farmer, new state engineer was introduced.  A new District Conservation 
is being hired.  Unfunded EQIP applications from the last fiscal year form a back log that 
can be addressed in the new funding period.  A complete written report was distributed. 



NRCS Agreements: The goal of completing 20 surveys in every town being targeted in 
the current found of the Ag Inventory is proving impossible to attain.  A meeting is 
scheduled to review the agreement to see how funds allocated for these surveys can be re-
allocated to reach more livestock owners. 
NRICD:  2010 calendars developed as part of the SRWEP were distributed as were 
copies of the 2008-209 Annual Report. 
The Lake Invasives grant is nearing completion.  The final report is due 1/31/2010. 
A motion was made to accept Eugene Pepper’s nomination papers and his re-election to 
the NRICD Board: Paul/Harriet; unanimous. 
RC & D:  A grant proposal to complete the update of the Soil Erosion and Sediment 
Control Handbook has been submitted to RI Statewide Planning Program by URI Co-op 
Extension in partnership with RI RC & D and USDA-NRCS.   
SRICD: It is expected that the Board will vote to hire a District Manager at their next 
meeting, scheduled for 11/23.  Kris Stuart continues work on a project in North 
Kingstown Public Works Department to address stormwater impact on a small salt marsh 
adjacent to Bissell Cove.   SRICD is discussing a project with the Town of Narragansett 
in which the wetland boundaries at Canochet Farm would be mapped. 
ERICD:  The District Annual Dinner will be held on 12/3 at Crowther’s in Little 
Compton.  The Board was given a tour of an oyster farm in the District by NRCD. 
RIACD:  The Association has adopted a quarterly meeting schedule.  Dick Went has 
been elected Vice President of the Northeast NACD and plans to attend NACD Annual 
Meeting in March.  The Ag Collaborative is concentrating on the development of a 
strategic plan.  At the last RIACD meeting several funding opportunities for the Districts 
were discussed and will be considered.  Dick hopes to plan a training session for Districts 
boards and employees possibly in cooperation with CT and MA. 
DEM: Two new winter farmers markets have been established in South Kingston and 
North Kingston. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn at 11:05: Eric/Paul: unanimous. 
 
 
 

    
 



  
 

 
 
A motion was made to adjourn at 11:30: Harriet/Emerson. 

 
 
 
 

 
 


