RI STATE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

17 Smith Avenue, Greenville, Rl 02828
949-1480

MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, March 26, 2009

9:15 AM

USDA NRCS Conference Room



ERICD: Tom is working up to 6 hours per week to meet client needs.
The office is open and the Board is also waiting for direction from the
SCC plan.

NRICD: The second phase of the bio-security grant with DEM has
begun in Tiverton and Little Compton. Orders for the seedling sale
are completed and the pick up dates will be April 17 & 18. 2 water
festivals will be held this year (students at Scituate High School are

being trained to conduct one at the Scituate Farmers’ Market). Two



“walk and talks” are scheduled for May. One will be conducted at
Joslin Farm in Scituate and will showcase the progress of a
grasslands restoration project that has been underway for several
years. The second will focus on the issues of wetlands and invasives
species and will be conducted in Smithfield and Burrillville. NRICD is
also working on an NRCS agreement that will develop plans for the
management of aquatic invasives at Bowdish Lake and Belleville
Pond.
The District is still waiting for approval for the next 5 year plan with
PWSB and hopes that more PHIS funding will be available through
DEM to continue the bio-security survey more towns.
URI: Funding has been received to expand the bobolink program that
has been conducted in Jamestown throughout the State. The
increasing number of new farmers has resulted in the demand for
more work in this area. A beginning farmer/rancher grant proposal
will be submitted in May. The hope is to develop a unified plan for
new farmers including business management, soil and water
management, nutrient management.
DEM: Ag Day is 5/5. A new RI local grown logo/campaign will be
premiered on that day.

Division of Planning: Nancy offered to include pertinent
announcements in a monthly email
to a list of approximately 400 recipients.
NRCS: Of $3 million available through EQIP, $2 million has already
be allocated. 150 applications have been received and additional

funds may be available through regional equity. 11 applications have



been received for flood plain easements and all will be submitted.
The Pocasset Flood Plan Management Plan has been submitted for

funding.

[1l. Old Business

FFOS: Forestry recommendations have been recalculated, but Ag
has not. Ken expects to be able to do so within a few weeks and an
FFOS subcommittee meeting will be scheduled accordingly.

The FFOS program plays an integral role in the restructuring of the
districts. Not only is there a need for training and outreach statewide
so each town is following the program in a consistent manner but
there also needs to be consistency in the way each District
administers the program. RI Division of Planning may partner with
the SCC to facilitate such an outreach program. There is also the
potential for work for the Districts in the development of conservation
plans for farms entering the program.

NRCS Grants: The Outreach agreement will be getting underway
again as the rules for the 2008 Farm bill are available and more events
will be scheduled as the weather improves.

The Lake Management agreement is in the beginning stages: a
steering committee has been formed and two water bodies have been
targeted.

The Districts need clarification and notice if they are going to do
outreach and ranking for the CIG program.

Van Buren Grant: The grant proposal has been re-written but no



substantial changes have been made. The grant would fund the
development of a collaborative of all service agencies involved in
agriculture in RI. RIACD would act as the fiscal agent but the funds
and administration of the grant would be controlled by a 7-9 member
steering committee. A three person team will administer the grant:
Gerry Bertrand (RIRDC), Kristen Castrataro (URI Co-op Ext) and Tom
Sandham. RIACD will disburse funds and, although the Association
can make payments directly, the idea of having an accounting firm
handle the money management is being discussed. Concern was
raised that the Districts be represented on the steering committee.
There is also the need to develop a work plan so the SCC can

evaluate time and personnel allocation.

Meeting adjourned at 11:10.



