MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, December 13, 2006
USDA NRCS Conference Room
9:15 AM
Eric called the meeting to order at 9:35 am.
In attendance were:
Members -  Eric Offenberg-Governor’'s  Appointee, Paul
Dolan-Northern  Representative and Harriet Powell-Southern
Representative.
Alicia Lehrer-Southern District, Gina DeMarco and Wendy
Hoyle-Northern District.
l.  Minutes

Motion to accept the October 11th meeting minutes; Paul/Harriet.
Vote-

unanimous.

ll. Financial Report

The financial report was distributed. There was question



regarding the
pass through money and whether it should be used as reserve for
either long-term
lease options or office renovations for each district. It was noted
that in February
of 2006 a vote was taken to divide these funds evenly between
the 3 districts.
Motion was made to divide the funds between the 3 districts for
this year;
State Committee advised the districts to look at other funding
sources rather than
rely on these funds.
Motion was made to accept the financial report as presented;
Harriet/Paul.

Vote-unanimous.

lll. Reports

a. Chair

It was suggested that we check with Senator Mike Lenihan regarding
the appointments to the State Committee and the Farm, Forest and
Open Space subcommittee. The committee would like to know if they

should be providing input to the legislators for these appointments.
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b. Districts/Advisors
-SRICD - They have hired an independent contractor to assist
with the livestock
inventory.
Their annual report should be completed by the end

of December.



-NRICD — The district is developing the ‘living on a waterfront’
workshops that are
planned for spring.
Eugene Pepper as been elected to the district board

as a full director.

-ERICD — Eric commented on Eastern’s report format that
includes details on who and
how many landowners they have been in contact with
and the work that has
been done with partners. This is also helpful for
providing numbers for the
State Committee Annual Report. It was suggested
that the other districts write

their reports in this manner.

-RC&D — The council is working on dry hydrant workshops for
fire departments
throughout the state, partnering with the Division of
Forestry.
A mailing went out for the RI Stream Continuity
Program that resulted in 4
WHIP applications to identify stream barriers for fish

passages.



NRCS’ report was reviewed and it was suggested that
under “performance

update”, they would add the column “% completed”.

The Rhody Warm Project has been well received.
About 300 blankets were
made; with preorders of over 100. The alpaca farmers
are also interested in

working on a similar project.

V. Old Business

a. RIACD Strategic Planning Session

There was no one from the association in attendance.

V. New Business

a. FFOS Outreach
The FFOS subcommittee is not meeting at this time, since they
are unable to obtain a
quorum. With the separation of powers, there is now only 5
voting members; with 5
members constituting a quorum.
Eric is unable to attend the meetings, so he has decided to appoint
someone in his place.

Marc Tremblay will be asked if he is able to attend the meetings as



the State Committee’s

appointee.

The State Committee and the subcommittee need to look at the
revised law and

make suggested revisions to the law.

The Northern District has developed a calendar that includes posters
from the Scituate

Reservoir Watershed Education Program’s poster contest. The State
Committee would

like to send these calendars to all the advisors on the State
Committee showing them the

work the districts are doing and informing them that they have a seat
on the committee

and would like to see these vacancies filled.

Motion was made to adjourn at 10:40 am; Harriet/Paul.

Vote-unanimous.



