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2. AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE
STATE

Restoration of ethics commission
jurisdiction over General Assembly
members

Section 8 of Article Il and Section 5
of Article VI of the Constitution

Section 8 of Article Il of the
Constitution shall be amended to
read as follows:

Section 8. Ethics commission - Code
of ethics. - The general assembly
shall establish an independent
non-partisan ethics commission
which shall adopt a code of ethics
including, but not limited to,
provisions on conflicts of interest,
confidential information, use of
position, contracts with government
agencies and financial disclosure.
The assent of two-thirds (2/3) of the
members appointed shall be required
for the adoption for every rule or
requlation. All elected and appointed
officials and employees of state and
local government, of boards,
commissions and agencies shall be
subject to the code of ethics. The
ethics commission shall have the
authority to investigate alleged
violations of the code of ethics,
including acts otherwise protected by
Article VI, Section 5, and to impose
penalties, as provided by law;. and
theAny sanction issued against any
party by the ethics commission shall
be appealable to the judicial branch
as provided by law. The commission
shall have the power to remove from
office officials who are not otherwis
subject to impeachment, or expuls
as provided by Article VI, Section 7.

g%

Section 5 of Article VI of the
Constitution shall be amended to
read as follows:

Section 5. Immunities of general
assembly members. - The persons of
all members of the general assembly
shall be exempt from arrest and their
estates from attachment in any civil
action, during the session of the
general assembly, and two days
before the commencement and two
days after the termination thereof,
and all process served contrary
hereto shall be void. For any speech
in debate in either house, no member
shall be questioned in any other
place, except by the ethics
commission as set forth in Article Il1,
Section 8.

Approval of the amendments to
Section 8 of Article Il and Section 5
of Article VI of the Rhode Island
Constitution set forth above will
restore the jurisdiction of the ethics
commission over members of the
General Assembly.

O Approve
O Reject

Questions 3-7
(Chapter 142 - Public Laws 2016)

Shall the action of the General
Assembly, by an act passed at'the
January 2016 session, authorizing the
issuance of bonds, refunding bonds,
and temporary notes of the state for
the capital projects and in the amount
with respect to each such project
listed below (Questions 3 - 7) be
approved, and the issuance of bonds,
refunding bonds, and temporary notes
authorized in accordance with the
provisions of said act?

3. VETERANS HOME BONDS -
$27,000,000

For the construction of a new
Veterans Home and renovations of
existing facilities.

O Approve
O Reject

4. LEVERAGING HIGHER
EDUCATION TO CREATE 21ST
CENTURY JOBS BONDS -
$45,500,000

To make capital investments in
higher education-related projects, to
be allocated as follows:

(a) University of Rhode Island
College of Engineering
$25,500,000

(b) University of Rhode Island
Affiliated Innovation Campus
Program $20,000,000

O Approve
O Reject

5. PORT INFRASTRUCTURE
BONDS - $70,000,000

For port infrastructure projects, to be
allocated as follows:

(a) Port of Davisville Infrastructure at
Quonset $50,000,000

(b) Port of Providence Infrastructure
$20,000,000

O Approve
O Reject

6. GREEN ECONOMY BONDS -
$35,000,000

For environmental and.recreational
purposes, to be allocated as follows:

(a) Historic State/Park Development
Program $4,000,000

(b) State Land/Acquisition Program
$4,000,000

(c) State Bikeway Development
Program $10,000,000

(d) Brownfield Remediation and
Economic Development
$5,000,000

(e) Stormwater Pollution Prevention
Program $3,000,000

(f) Local Recreation Development
Matching Grant Program
$5,000,000

(g) Local Land Acquisition Matching
Grant Program $4,000,000

O, Approve
O Reject

7-HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
BONDS - $50;000,000

For affordable housing, urban
revitalization, and blight remediation,
to be allocated as follows:

(a). Affordable Housing
Development $40,000,000

(b) Urban Revitalization and Blight
Remediation $10,000,000

O Approve
O Reject

Local Questions

QUESTIONS 8 - 14
AMENDMENTS TO THE
BURRILLVILLE HOME RULE
CHARTER

(Resolutions of the Town Council
adopted July 13, 2016)

8. INCREASES TIMEFRAME TO
HOLDING RECALL ELECTION

Shall Section 2.07, “Submission to
Voters”, of the Charter be amended
to change the schedule for a vote of
the Town on a recall petition to
provide for a vote to be held not less
than 60 (sixty) days and not more
than 90 (ninety) days from the date
that the Board of Canvassers
certified the petition as sufficient?
(Amends 8§2.07 of the Charter)

O Approve
O Reject

9. ALLOWS FOR PAYMENT BY
TOWN BY MEANS OTHER
THAN BY CHECK

Shall the Town be authorized to
make payments by means other than
by check, such as electronically?
(Amends 8§8.09E of the Charter)

O Approve
O Reject

10. BUDGET SCHEDULE AND
PROCEDURE

Shall all Town departments,
commissions, offices and agencies
be required to submit their estimates
for capital and operating
expenditures for the ensuing year by
no later than the second Monday in
January? (Amends 810.05(A))

@ Approve
O Reject

11. DEPARTMENT OF
PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT/MINIMUM
HOUSING, OFFICER

Should §12:11 of the Charter dealing
with the Minimum Housing Officer
enforcing an obsolete Town
Ordinance berepealed in its entirety?
(Amends 812.11)

O Approve
O Reject

12. SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND
MEASURES

Should §18.03 of the Charter
creating the office of Sealer of
Weights and Measures be repealed
in its entirety because it is a position
now governed by the State of Rhode
Island, Department of Labor and
Training? (Amends §18.03)

O Approve
O Reject

13. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WELFARE

Shall §18.05 of the Charter dealing
with the Department of Public
Welfare be repealed in its entirety
because that service is now provided
by the State of Rhode Island?
(Amends §18.05)

O Approve
O Reject

14. DUTIES OF TOWN
SOLICITOR

Shall the Charter be amended to
provide that the School Committee
may retain its own independent legal
counsel as they deem necessary and
convenient? (Amends §7.03)

O Approve
O Reject
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