
Regulation 1001 - Filing of Complaint.
(a) The Rhode Island Ethics Commission shall investigate allegations of violation of the Rhode

Island Code of Ethics.  The Commission may proceed to investigate allegations of violations
by:

(1) accepting any information which indicates a possible violation of the Rhode Island
Code of Ethics.  The Executive Director or designee shall be responsible for the
review and processing of such information in order to determine whether to conduct a
preliminary investigation which may form the basis of a Commission Complaint,
which the Commission may file on its own initiative.

(2) accepting the filing of a Complaint by any person, business, state or municipal
agency, or any other public body, which alleges a violation of the Code of Ethics.
Such Complaint should be signed under oath and should set forth the name of the
person who has allegedly violated the Code of Ethics, and should state in detail the
specific acts which form the basis of the Complaint.  Any such Complaint filed with
the Commission should be made on a form provided by the Commission at no cost to
the Complainant.

(b) Any Complaint filed with the Commission and all documents in the Commission�s official
Complaint file relating to such Complaint shall be a public record, except as provided in
subparagraph (c) of this Regulation.

(c) All documents or other material related to the investigation of the Complaint, including but
not limited to records of counsel and investigators, and interviews of witnesses, whether
written or recorded by other means, shall remain confidential, provided that nothing herein
shall prohibit the Commission from granting access to the above-described investigative
documents or materials to law enforcement agencies.

(d) Any person or entity which files such Complaint is not a party in interest to any action taken
by the Commission. The people of the State of Rhode Island and the Respondent shall be the
parties in interest. Notice by a Complainant that he or she wishes to withdraw a Complaint
shall in no way affect the continuing jurisdiction of the Commission over the Complaint.


