
0306                 CHARACTERISTIC REQUIREMENTS 
0306.05             CHARACTERISTIC REQS FOR INDS & COUPLES 
REV:01/2002 
  
Characteristic requirements are either SSI-related of AFDC 
(prior to 5/97)- related.  The term "SSI-related" refers to the 
methodology to be used for evaluating the individual's or the 
couple's income and resources, and the standards to be met for 
MA eligibility.  Thus, an individual or couple who applies for 
MA may be eligible for one of the SSI-related coverage groups if 
s/he possesses a SSI- related characteristic and has limits and 
resources within the limits required for MA eligibility. 
  
The SSI-related characteristics are: 
  
     o    Age (65 years old and older); 
  
     o    Blindness; or 
  
     o    Disability. 
  
0306.05.05          SSI-Related Age Requirement 
REV:06/1994 
  
An individual applying for MA on the basis of the SSI-related 
characteristic of age must be 65 years of age or older. The age 
as stated on the application must be verified.  Appropriate 
sources of verification are: 
  
     o    Birth certificate; 
  
     o    Birth record of a child over 50 as evidence that the 
          parent is over 65; 
  
     o    Birth record of child where age of parent is recorded; 
  
     o    Marriage certificate; or 
  
     o    Other documents such as insurance policies, passport 
          or naturalization papers, employment, school, military  
          or alien registration records. 
  
0306.05.10          Eligibility Based on Blindness 
REV:06/1994 
  



To be eligible on the basis of blindness, the individual's 
(adult or child) vision must meet the policy definition: in 
terms of ophthalmic measurement, central vision acuity of 20/200 
or less in the better eye with corrective lenses, or a field 
defect in which the peripheral field is contracted to such an 
extent that the widest diameter of visual field subtends an 
angular distance no greater than 20 degrees. 
  
0306.05.15          Eligibility Based on Disability 
REV:06/1994 
  
To be eligible for Medical Assistance because of permanent or 
total disability, a person (adult or child) must have a 
permanent physical or mental impairment, disease or loss, other 
than blindness, that substantially precludes engagement in 
useful occupations within his/her competence. 
  
A physical or mental impairment is an impairment which results 
from anatomical, physiological, or psychological abnormalities 
which are demonstrable by medically acceptable, clinical and 
laboratory diagnostic techniques. 
  
For purposes of eligibility, an individual is disabled if s/he 
is unable to engage in any substantial gainful activity by 
reason of any medically determinable physical or mental 
impairment which can be expected to result in death, or which 
has lasted, or can be expected to last for a continuous period 
of not less than twelve (12) months or, in the case of a child, 
if s/he suffers from any medically determinable physical or 
mental impairment of comparable severity. 
  
Statements of the applicant, including the individual's own 
description of the impairment (symptoms) are, alone, 
insufficient to establish the presence of a physical or mental 
impairment. 
  
  
0306.10             CHARACT REQS FOR FAMILIES (AFDC-RELATED) 
REV:01/2002 
  
The characteristic requirements for families (AFDC prior to 
5/97-related) who are applying for Medical Assistance are age, 
relationship (a child living with at least one parent or 
caretaker relative) and deprivation of parental support. 
  
0306.10.05          Age Requirement 
REV:07/1999 



  
To be eligible for MA, a parent (or other caretaker relative) 
must maintain a home for a needy child under the age of eighteen 
(18) without regard to whether the child is attending school or 
making passing grades, or for an eighteen-year-old child 
qualifying for an "in-school extension". 
  
     In-school Extension: If the child is eighteen (18), s/he 
     must be a full time student in secondary school, or in the 
     equivalent level of technical or vocational training.  The 
     student must reasonably be expected to complete the program 
     before reaching age nineteen (19). 
  
Children who are under the age of nineteen (19) may be eligible 
under the provisions of section 0348, but their eligibility does 
not extend to a parent or caretaker relative. 
  
Medical Assistance coverage is also available to certain groups 
of children up to age 21.  These groups are: 
  
          o    Children receiving foster care services, whether 
               through DCYF or private, non-profit agencies; 
  
          o    Children for whom there is a State adoption 
               subsidy agreement (hard to place children with 
               special needs who are not eligible under the 
               criteria of the IV-E program); 
  
          o    Children in Nursing Facilities and ICFs/MR. 
 
0306.10.10          Relationship Requirement 
REV:06/1994 
  
To satisfy the MA requirement of relationship, a child meeting 
the age requirement must be living with a relative in a home 
maintained by such relative.  When the relative is not the 
natural or adoptive parent of a child, the term loco parentis 
("in place of the parent") is used.  A child meets this 
eligibility factor if his/her home is with any of the following 
relatives: 
  
     o    father, adoptive father, mother or adoptive mother; 
  
     o    stepfather or stepmother (but not the parent of  
          either); 
  
     o    grandfather, great grandfather, great-great  



          grandfather, great-great-great grandfather; 
  
     o    grandmother, great grandmother, great-great  
          grandmother, great-great-great grandmother; 
  
     o    adoptive grandparent, if the grandchild is the natural 
          child of a parent who was adoptive, or if the  
          grandchild is the adopted child of a parent who was  
          the natural child of the grandparent; 
  
     o    brother, half brother, adoptive brother, stepbrother, 
          sister, half sister, adoptive sister, stepsister; 
  
     o    uncle, great uncle, great-great uncle, aunt, great  
          aunt, great-great aunt (including uncle or aunt of  
          whole or half blood); 
  
     o    Nephew, great nephew, great-great nephew, niece, great 
          niece, great-great niece (including nephew or niece of 
          whole or half blood). 
  
     o    First cousin (including first cousin of whole or half 
          blood), first cousin once removed. 
  
Spouses of any of the persons in the above groups meet the 
relationship requirement and continue to meet it even after the 
marriage is terminated by death or divorce. 
  
0306.10.15          Deprivation of Parental Support 
REV:06/1994 
  
To satisfy the eligibility factor of deprivation, a child must 
be deprived of support or care by the natural or adoptive 
parents due to: 
  
     o    The continued absence of parent from the home; or 
  
     o    The death of a parent; or 
  
     o    The physical or mental incapacity of one natural (or 
          adoptive) parent; or 
  
     o    The unemployment of the natural (or adoptive) father 
          or mother. 
  
In situations where a parent(s) is separated from the child 
because a parent has placed him/her with a relative (or agreed 



to placement with a relative), it is necessary to determine that 
the child and the child's primary family is eligible based on 
one of the deprivation factors. 
  
Also, when a child is living with both his/her natural or 
adoptive parents, whether or not they are married to each other, 
the child is not eligible, except if one of the parents meets 
the definition of incapacity or unemployment. 
  
0306.10.20          Exceptions to the Req of an AFDC Charact 
REV:06/1994 
  
  
Legislative mandate has created several MA coverage groups whose 
eligibility is based on rules which depart from the requirement 
of an AFDC characteristic. These coverage groups include 
children and pregnant women. 
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