Rhode | and Coastal Resources Management Program

Section 325.

Activities Located within
Critical Coastal Areas

A. Definitions

1. Critical coasta areas, which include
watersheds of poorly flushed estuaries, are
geographic areas which may vary in ther
ecd og cal functions and generally require specific
initiatives to manaege them. Thus the CRMC has
developed specia area management (SAM) plans
in order to address the specific environmental
concerns of thesepriority management areas and to
carry out itsfederal mandatefor managing areas of
particuar concern. The CRMC SAM plan for
ProvidenceHarbor addresses issues such aswater
quality, public access, and urban waterfront
develgpment. The Interstate SAM plan for the
Pawcatuck River Equary and Little Narraganset
Bay is a management plan which addresses public
access, water quality, recreationa boating, and
inte-state coordnation issues with Conrectiaut.
The SAM pans for the Narrow River and Salt
Pond regors address cumulative and secondary
impads of development in, and adjacent to, poorly
flushed estuaries, and focus primarily on nonpoint
source pollution, groundwater contamination, and
on-site sewage disposa systems (OSDSs). The
following apply to activitieswithin critical coastal
areas.

2. Subdivision shall meanthe dvision of alot,
tract, or parcel of land intotwo (2) or morelots,
tracts, parcels or other divisions of land for sale
lease or other conveyance or for development
simultaneoudy or at separate times. It also
includes re-subdivision and when appropriatetothe
context, shall relate to theprocessof subdividing or
toland subdivided. Incomputing X unitsor more
the units shall be a total cumulative number of
units on the property proposed afte March 11,
1990, irrespective of ownership of the property or
when the units ar e proposed.

B. Findings

1. It is the god of the Council to manage the
watersheds of poorly flushed estuaries and aritical
coastal areas as an ecosystem, and to maintain the
scenic qualities and habitats of the region, in
addition to the diversity and intensity of activity.
This requires that the Council balance multiple

uses of the region, while preseving and, where
possible, restaring the enviromrmental quality.
Managing theseecosystems requir es managing the
impacts associated with onsite sewage disposa,
nutrient loadings to groundwater, stormwater
runoff, erosion and sedimentation, changes in
salinity levels, dterations to wetlands, and the
degradation of ahe sendtive aguatic and
terrestrial habitats as a result of development.
Because the poorly flushed estuaries are
particularly susceptible to the cumulative and
secondary impacts of devd opment, manag ng these
ecosystems  requires a comprehensive  and
coordinated long-tem management approach as
well as protective measures in excess of those
afforded by theRICRMP.

Accadingly, the Council has developed Special
Area Management Planswhich contain ecosystem-
based management strategies that address dverse
issues condgstent with the Council's legidative
mandateto presaeveand restoreecological systerms.
Central to this dtrategy is the recognition of
complex interrelationships within the ecosystem.
Special pollution concerns as well as cumulative
and secondary impacts of various development
activities on coagal resources reguire the Council
to review specified activitiesinland of the 200 f oot
contiguous area within critical coastal areas
becausetheactivitieshaveareasorabl e prabability
of conflicting with the goals and objectives of the
spedal area management plans and lead to clear
impads on coastd resources. The specified
activities correspond to mgor land uses and
impacts onthe ecosystem.

C. Policies

1. Since, with the exception o those activities
defined bdow, it isnot practicd for every activity
that may come under Council jurigiction to
undergo review, the Council's policy is to assume
the respaonsibility of informing parties proposing
such inland activities or aterations when such a
review is consideed necessary.

The Council has determined that the following
activities within the water sheds of poorly flushed
eduaies have a reasonable probability of
conflicting with the management goads and
objectives of this programor theCouncil's spedal
area managemert plans:

a) Subdivisions, cooperatives, and other multi-
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owneship facilities[of six (6) units or nord;

(b) A structure serviced by an on-site sewage
disposal system serving 2,000 gallons or more

per day;

(c) An activity which results in the creation of
40,000 sg. ft. or mor e of impervious surf ace;

d) Construction or extension of municipal or
industrial sewage treat ment facilities and sewer
lines, and,

€) Construction or extension of water distribution
systems and/or supply lires.

Applicants proposing these activities within
critical coadal areas are required to apply for a
Council Assant.

2. Applicants proposing any of the activities
identified above shal satisfy al applicable
requirements spedfied inthe RICRMP as well as
the Council's special area managamert plans.
Applicants are adso required to submit the
followingwith their applications:

a) A Stormwater Management Plan prepared in
accordancewith Section 300.6.

b) Anerosionand sed ment control planprepared
in accordance with the standards contained in
Section 300.2.

¢) A soils map of the property (suggested scale
1:200) with an accompanying analysis of the
best-use potentia of the soils present; the soils
maps and use potentials analysis prepared by the
U.S. Soil Conservation Serviceshould beused as
the basis for this analysis.

d) An overlay map showing the principle
vegetation types or any sgnificant features
identified by the Natural Heritage Program of the
Department of Environmentd Management and
the Historic Preservation Commission on the
property; the maps prepared by McConnell
(1974) and Kupa and Whitman (1972) may be
the basis for information on vegetation.

€) Anoverlay showing the proposed subdivision
layout, including buildings, roadways, parking
areas, drainage systems, sewage treatment and
disposal facilities, and und sturbed lands.

f) A Site Plan as detailed in the maost recent
version of the Rhode Island Stormwater Design
and Installation Standards Manual.

The city or town in which the action is proposed
shall be naified of the review and invited to
participate. Applicants for subdivisions shall
submit thisinformation to the Council for review at
theearliest stagesof planning such projectsand are
required to utilizz the Council's Preliminary
Determination process in acoordance with
applicable requirements of the Land Devel opment
and Subdivision Reviev Enabling Act (R.1.G.L.
45-23-25 et. seqf). Where so requested, dl parties
shall disaussther findingsandrecommendations at
the municipalitys pre- application conference,
preliminary hearing, or similar proceeding. The
findings and recommendations resulting from the
coordinated, joint review shall beforwarded tothe
full Council. Wher ethe Council finds areasonable
probability of conflict withthis Programor withan
adopted CRM C Specia Area Management Plan, or
finds there is a potential to damage the coastal
environment, theCouncil shall require that suitable
modification to the prgposal be made or shall deny
its Assant.

3. Applicablerequirementsof the RICRM P shall
apply unless superseded by therequirements of a
spedal area managemnent plan.

4. In those cases where a subdivision has been
gpproved by the Council, any person wishing to
conduct an approved activity, in accordance with
the stipulations of the Council Assent, need not
apply for a separate Assent unlesssorequiredasa
stipulation of Assent.

D. Standards

1. Seestandardsgivenin "Filling, Removing, or
Grading" (Section 300.2) as applicable.

2. See dandards given in "Resdential,
Commercid, Industrial, and Public Recrestioral
Structures' (Section 300.3), as goplicable.

3. See standards given in "Sewage T reatment
and Disposd" (Section 300.6), as applicable.
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