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1.0 - ORGANIZATIONAL RULES

1.1 - Authority

Pursuant to Title 42, Chapter 35, and Title 31, Chapter 2, 10, 20, 22, 23 and 30 of the Rhode
Idand Generd Laws, the Department of Trangportation hereby amends the regulations for the
trangportation of school children issued October 23, 1985 and adopts the following rules and
regulations for school bus transportation, effective September 30, 1986 or upon being filed with the
Office of the Secretary of State, whichever date is sooner.

Any and dl such regulations previoudy promulgated are hereby rescinded.
These regulations shdl gpply to dl motor vehicles owned by any person or by the State or a City or
Town and used for the trangportation of children to or from school and/or used in trangporting children
for compensation and to the operation of such vehicles. For purposes of these regulations, dl such
vehides shal be dlassified as ASchool Buses@ but taxicabs and vehicles owned by the Rhode Idand
Public Trangt Authority are specificaly exempt from the gpplication of these rules and regulations.

The Director of the Department of Transportation or his designee shall suspend the registration
of any school buswhich is determined to be unsafe for transporting passengers,
and may suspend the regidiration if it does not meet dl minimum equipment requirements established for
aschool bus, or if said vehicleis not ddivered for ingpection when required.
Any vehicle found to be transporting passengers after its registration has been sugpended for any of the
above-dated reasons may be towed from the highway at the owner=s expense, and the registration

plates shdl be returned to the Department of Transportation forthwith.



1.2 - Purpose

The purpose of these regulationsis to prescribe conditions under which school buses may be
operated in this State, in order to more fully protect the hedth, safety and welfare of dl school bus

riders.

1.3 - Sevedility

These regulations are hereby declared to be severable, and if any portion of these rules and
regulations shdl a any time be declared to be unenforceable or illegd, no other portion of such rules

shall be affected thereby.



20 - SCHOOL BUSDESIGN AND EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

EACH REGISTERED SCHOOL BUSIS TO BE EQUIPPED WITH ALL EQUIPMENT
AND DEVICES MANDATED BY STATE OR FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATION,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:
21 - Aides

Every longitudina aide must be a least twelve (12) inches wide and kept free of obstructions,
including extraseats. All vehicles manufactured after April 7, 1977, aclear zone
not lessthan 12" X 24" and which extends 40" high shdl be maintained in front of the emergency door
and handle. Every floorboard, firewal, pand, and any part of the undercarriage,
including the rear sectionsin every schoal bus, must be free from holes, rusted-out metd, openings, and
other separations that could cause exhaust and other fumesto enter any part of the passenger
compartment. ABoots@are required around the necessary floor openings provides for the clutch,
brake and other equipment and devices. The floor covering in the aide and entrance area shdl be of a
non-skid, wear resistant, fire resistant, and rib type, as commonly used in commercia passenger
transportation vehicles.

Vehicles should be free of dangeroudy damaged body items, parts, or unreasonable mirror

extensons, or other itemsthat could cause injuries or damage to any passengers, pedestrians,

or other vehicles.

2.2 - Chasds Specifications

Every chasss must meet or exceed dl minimum requirements of the Society of Automotive
Engineers (SA.E.) and/or the Federd Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (F.M.V.S.S.) applicable to

vehicles of the same Gross Vehicle Weight (G.V.W.).



2.3 - Defrogsers
Every school bus shall be equipped with a defrosting device in good working order, adequate to

prevent the formation of snow, ice or fog on the windshield.

2.4 - Drive Shaft Protection

1 Unless otherwise adequately protected, the drive shaft shdl be a substantia guard so
located asto prevent the shaft from dropping to the roadway or causing damage to the brake system in

the event that the drive shaft becomes disconnected while in operation.

2.5 - Emegency Door

1 An emergency door shall be provided and shdl be located in the rear center or near the
rear of the bus on the left Sde.

2. It shdl have aminimum horizonta clearance of 24 inches, aminimum verticd height of
43 inches and be clearly marked AEmergency Door@on both the ingde and outside.

3. It shall be equipped with afastening device on the insde and outside which may be
quickly released, but which is dso designed to offer protection againgt accidental release.

4, It shall aso be equipped with an automatic buzzer device, located within the driver=s
compartment, which will clearly indicate to the driver of the vehicle when the emergency door is
unlatched. Control of the emergency door from the driver=s seat shdl not be permitted.

5. There shdl be no steps leading to the emergency door.

6. There shdl be no locks or devices, on any emergency door that will prevent passengers



from exiting the bus through the emergency door.

2.6 - Entrance Door

1 The entrance door shdll be at least 22 inches in width located at the right Sde of the
vehicle, and controlled from the driver=s seet. 1t shal be manualy or power operated, designed to
prevent accidenta or unintentiond opening of the door and shdl open outward unlessit isafolding
double-hinged door. The upper and lower door panels shal be made of safety or shatterproof glassto
provide the seated driver with a clear view of the ground area near the entrance door.

2. Vehicles designed with a seating capacity of 16 passengers or less need not be
equipped with safety glassin the lower portion of the entrance door if the vehicleis equipped with a
convex rearview mirror located near the right front corner of the vehicle so asto provide vision for the

driver (while in a seated position) to the ground area at the entrance door.

2.7 - HreExtinquisher

1 The bus shdl be equipped with at |east one pressurized, potassum bicarbonate base
dry chemical-type fire extinguisher, mounted in the manufacturer=s extinguisher bracket and located in
the driver=s compartment in full view of and readily accessbleto the driver. A pressure gauge shdl be
mounted on the extinguisher S0 asto be eadily read without removing the extinguisher from its mounted
position.

2. The fire extinguisher shdl have a minimum capacity of not lessthan two and ahdf (2.5
pounds) and be of atype approved by the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., with arating of not lessthan

10 B:C. The operating mechanism shal be seded with atype of sed that will not interfere with use of



the fire extinguisher.

2.8 - Hrgs-Aid Kits

1 Every school bus shdl be equipped with afirst-aid kit mounted in an area accessible to
the operator which conssts of bandages, sterile pads, adhesive tape and band-aids for usein the
adminigration of first-aid trestment.

2. Effective January 1, 1987, alist of emergency telephone numbers or procedures shdl

be maintained in an area accessible to the operator at dl times.

2.9 - Foot Pedas
1 Every foot operated pedd, including but not limited to afoot brake pedd, accelerator
(gas) pedd, and emergency or parking brake peda must be covered or equipped with anon-dip

surface or pad.

210 - Heaters

1 Each school bus must be equipped with a heating system capable of sustaining
atemperature ingde the bus of not less than fifty (50) degrees fahrenhait, a average minimum January
temperatures for the Rhode Idand area as established by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Weather
Bureaul.

2. All hegters shdl bear a name plate which shall indicate the hester rating in accordance
with the Standard Code for Testing and Rating Automotive Bus Hot Water Heating and Ventilating

Equipment, sad plate to be affixed by the heater manufacturer, which shdl condtitute certification that



the heater performance is as shown on the plate. Exhaust heaters shall not be used.

211 - Lights
1 Each school bus shdl be equipped with warning lamps, headlights, side marker lamps,
tal lights, stop lights, clearance lights, interior lights, directiond lights, a sepwdll light, and reflectors

meeting the applicable requirements of FMV SS 108.



2.12 - MIRRORS SCHOOL BUS MIRROR LOCATIONS

EMERGENCY
DOOR

______indicates path of measuring rod one foot from bus.

Standard size school buses usualy need 9 mirrors to meet the lawful mirror requirements.
Extralarge or extrawide angle mirrors will be alowed to serve more than one requirement aslong as
the mirror meets the lawful intended minimum requirements without separate adjusments.

16 passenger or less buses may need additiona convex entrance door mirror if door is not equipped
with safety glassin the lower portion.

1 Inside emergency door, 5 Right Sde body wide angle
roadway, and bus interior
6 Right sde convex
2 Left Sdeflat, rectangular
rearview 7 Right front convex crossover
3 Left Sde body wide angle 8 Left front convex crossover
4 Right sdeflat, rectangular 9 Left Sde convex

rearview



1 Each school bus shdl have a Asystem of mirrors@that will give the seated driver
aview of the roadway to each sde of the bus, and the areaimmediately in front of the front bumper, in
accordance with the following specifications and the diagram on previous page:

At least 7 2 inches of a 30-inch long rod shdl be vigble to the driver, ether

by direct view or by means of an indirect vighility sysem, when said rod is

placed upright on the ground at any point dong atraverse line extending one

foot from the forward-most point of the bus and extending the width of the bus

and at any point dong aline one foot from and pardld to the Sde of the bus.

2. Every school bus owner shal maintain ameasuring rod thirty (30) inchesin length with
digtinctive identification marks located a seven and ahdf (7 2) inch intervas for purposes of adjusting
the system of mirrors required by this section in accordance with these specifications.

3. Other mirrors shdl be located and adjustable o as to meet their intended minimum
requirements, and may be incorporated in the Asystem of mirrors@required by this section.

4, Each schoal bus shdl be equipped with at least two (2) flat-surfaced rectangular
exterior mirrors, one Stuated on each side of the bus forward of the operator and any entrance door.
The reflecting surface shdl not be obscured and shdl have a minimum reflective surface of 50 square
inches. Said mirrors shall be firmly supported and adjustable, and shdl afford the driver aclear, sable
reflected view of the road surface at each sde of the vehicle for a continud distance beginning at a point
not grester than 200 feet to the rear and continuing to the horizon when measured on a straight and level
road. The above exterior mirror mounts shall include awide angle adjustable convex mirror to provide

aclose-in field of vison to the operator.



5. Each school bus shdl be equipped with convex mirrors that shdl be mounted at the | eft
front corner and the right front corner of the vehicle, sufficiently adjustable to enable
a seated operator to observe areflection of the areain front of the bus where children might stand or
pass.

6. Each school bus shdl be equipped with interior mirror(s) that shdl afford the driver a
view of the businterior, emergency door, and the roadway to the immediate rear of
the bus.

7. Every school buswith a seating capacity of 16 passengers or less shdl have
aconvex rearview mirror located near the right front corner, so as to provide the operator with
aview of the ground area at the entrance door when said door is not equipped with safety glassin the

lower portion of the door. (See Entrance Door, Section 2.6).

213 - Seats

1 Adequate seating space for al passengers shdl be provided.

2. All seats shdl be securely fastened with bolts or rivets to the part or parts of the school
bus designed to support them; no bus shal be equipped with jump seets or portable sedts.

3. All seats shdl have aminimum clearance of twenty-four (24) inches at seet line,
between the front of the back cushion and the nearest forward obstruction. All segts shall be of forward
facing type.

4, Longitudina seats are not permitted. Seets shal be made of leather or other washable
materid, at least three (3) inches thick, and at least twelve (12) inches from front

to back. Seat backs shall be of similar materid, and shal be padded.



5. The maximum seeting capacity shdl be painted on the body of the busto the l€eft of the
entrance door and shdl be in the following form:
ACapacity Not Over
Schooal Children

No Standees@

214 - Sdey Bdts

1. A sdfety bdt ingdlation shdl be provided for the operator which shdl conform to the
requirements of Rhode Idand Genera Laws Section 31-23-41.

2. The safety belt assembly shal adjust to fit operators whose dimengons range from those
of a 5th percentile adult femae to those of a 95th percentile adult mae with the seet in any adjusted
position, by means of an automatic locking retractor on each sde. The retractor shal keep the belt off
the floor when not in use.

3. Safety bets, modified seats, whedlchairs, and harnesses may be dlowed for

trangportation of handicapped children if gpproved by the Board of Regents.

2.15 - Speedometer and Odometer

Every school busis required to be equipped with speedometer and odometer in good working
order at dl times. The odometer may be installed separate and apart from the odometer normally

included in the speedometer head.

2.16 Ventilator



Adequate ventilation shal be provided.

2.17 - Warning Devices

1 Each school bus shdl be equipped with warning devices that shall be used to warn
traffic in the event of prolonged stops on the highway when the busis disabled. Each school bus shdl
be equipped with:

(A)  Atleast three (3) flares or three (3) red eectric lanterns each
of which shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at
adigtance of five hundred (500) feet under norma atmospheric
conditions a nighttime.

(B)  Atleast three (3) red-burning fuses unless red eectric lanterns
are carried.

(C)  Atleast two (2) red flags, not less than twelve (12) inches
square, with standards to support same.

2. NOTE: At least three (3) portable reflector units on standards may be used in place of
the above, providing the portable reflectors are of atype that meet the requirements of Rhode Idand
Generd Law, Section 31-23-31, which must include two (2) reflectors (one above the other) or three

(3) equilaterd triangles meseting the requirements of FMV SS-125.

2.18 - Warning Lamps

Each school bus shdl be equipped with ether: A four (4) red signd lamp warning system; or a
four (4) red sgnd lamp warning system with four (4) amber sgnd lamps which conform to the

requirements of Paragraph $4.1.4 of the FMV SS 108.



2.18.1 - Four Lamp Warning System

School buses operating in this State that were manufactured prior to July 1, 1984 shdl be
equipped with four (4) exterior mounted red warning lamps located as follows:
- Two (2) located in the front at least two (2) feet |eft and right of center
above the windshield and showing to the front.
- Two (2) located in the rear at least two (2) feet left and right of center
above the rear window and showing to the rear.
- Lensesin the school bus warning lamps showing to the front and the

rear shal bered in color.

2.18.2 - Eaght Lamp Warning Sysem

School buses operating in this State that were manufactured on/or after July 1, 1984 shdl be
equipped with four (4) exterior mounted red warning lamps and four (4) exterior mounted amber
warning lamps located as follows:

- Four (4) located in the rear at least two (2) feet left and right of center

above the rear window and showing to the rear.
- Four (4) located in the front at least two (2) feet left and right of
center above the windshield and showing to the front.
- Two (2) of the lensesin the warning lamps showing to the front and
the rear shdl be red in color and two (2) shal be amber in color.
Both red and amber lamps shdl be ingtdled in accordance with SAE Standard J 887 (@),

except that each amber sgnal lamp shdl be located near each red Sgnd lamp, at the same levd, but



closer to the vertical centerline of the bus.

2.18.3 - Switchesfor Four Lanp Warning System

School buses operating in Rhode Idand that were manufactured prior to July 1, 1984, shdl be
equipped with switches and devices to operate the four lamp warning system as follows:

- A manua (master) switch to cut off power to the lamps when the busis
not in service.

- A manud switch which can be used to turn on the red warning lamps while
the entrance door is closed.

- A switch that will automatically operate the red warning lamps each and
every time the entrance door is opened.

- A device in the circuit thet causes the warning lamps to flash when lighted.

- A monitor light ingtaled in view of the operator which indicates when the
warning lamps are operating. One or more combinations of such switches
are permitted, except that the warning lamps must be on a circuit thet is not
connected to the brake pedd o that said lamps light up only when the switch
controlling the lampsis turned on by the bus operator, or when the lamps are

automatically lighted as when the entrance door is opened.

2.18.4 Switchesfor Eight Lamp Warning Sysem

School buses operating in Rhode Idand that were manufactured on/or after July 1, 1984, shdll

be equipped with switches and devices to operate the eight lamp warning system as follows:



- A manud (master) switch to cut off power to the lampswhen the busis
not in service.
- A manud switch which can be used to turn on the red warning lamps
while the entrance door is closed.
- A manua switch which can be used and controlled by the bus operator
to turn on the amber warning lights before bringing the bus to a complete
stop, and which will automaticaly cancd the amber light warning system
and activate the flashing red light part of the warning system each and
every time the door is opened, without reectivating the amber lights.
- A switch that will automaticaly operate the red warning lamps each and
every time the entrance door is opened when the busisin service.
- A deviceinthe circuit that shal cause said amber warning light system
and red warning light system to flash sad light systems at 60 to 120
cycles per minute.
- A monitor light installed in view of the operator which indicates when
the amber and/or red flashing warning lamps are operating.
One or more combinations of such switches are permitted, except that the warning lamps must
be on acircuit that is not connected to the brake pedd o that said lamps light up only when the switch
controlling the lamps is turned on by the bus operator, or when the lamps are automaticdly lighted as

when the entrance door is opened.

2.19 - Width



No school bus shall exceed 102 inches in outside width.



2.20 - Windshidd and Windows

Every school bus must be equipped with awindshidd. All glassin the windshield, windows,
and doors shdl be of safety glass gpproved by the Deputy Director for Motor Vehicles. All glass must
meet the standards of the American Nationad Standards Ingtitute, and Department of Transportation
Federd Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 205 in order to be approved. All such glassthat has been
goproved, will be edge marked with the symbols AAS-1", AAS-10", or AAS-14" for glass used inthe
windshields, and AAS-1", AAS-10", AAS-14", or AAS-2" for glass used other than in the windshidds.

Minor cracksin such glass may be dlowed if separations or sharp edges do not exist.

The glassis consdered defective and must not be used if sharp edges exist or if any cracked areamay
be moved. Windshield glass that is cracked, broken, chipped, or damaged in the area that is wiped by
the regular windshield wiper in front of the operator of the school bus shal be replaced.

Minor discolorations around the edge of the windshield glass that do not interfere with the
operator=svison, will be dlowed.

Any windshidd glass that has been tinted, painted, sprayed, or dtered so asto change the
characterigtics of the glass from the standards of its origind approva, must be replaced or restored to its
origind condition. Sun visors shdl not interfere with the operator=s vison.

Any side windows adjacent to and forward of the back rest of the operator=s seet that have
been tinted or covered over so as to reduce the visbility of the operator must be replaced or restored to
itsorigind condition.

All side windows shdl be designed to prevent children from extending their bodies out of the
windows. Windows that are of either the split-sash type with the bottom sash stationary and the upper

Sash o congtructed that it may be lowered from the top, or of the single sash type which may be



lowered from the top to provide ventilation shall be so constructed that when lowered may be opened

no more than seven (7) inches.

2.21 - Windshidd Wipers

All school buses shdl be equipped with adequate power double windshield wipers, which

together with the windshield wiper blades shdl be kept in good working order.

222 - Body

All body congtruction will meet or exceed dl gpplicable FMV SS requirementsin effect on the

date of manufacture of the body.

2.23 - Tires

Chains, snow tires, or al-purpose tires shal be ingtaled on dl school buses operating under

emergency or storm wegther conditions.

2.24 - Public Address Sysem

1. Every school bus placed in service after January 1, 1987 shdl be equipped with
apublic address speaker sound system which shal be audible under norma atmospheric conditions
from a distance of not less than fifty (50) feet Imultaneoudy in dl directions from the center of the
normal entrance door.

2. The vehicle shdl have a minimum of one spesker mounted outside the passenger

compartment and a minimum of one speaker mounted indde the bus. The spesker system shdl be



operable by the driver when seated in the norma driver=s position.

2.25 - School Didrict Sysem

Every schoal bus shdl bear on the right and left Sde of the vehicle the name of the school
digrict for which the bus is trangporting children in black letters approximately eight (8) inches

in height.

2.26 - Inspection Approva

1 In accordance with Chapters 31-22-11, 31-22-12, 31-38-4, and 31-38-7 (b) of the
Motor Vehicle Code Act, and effective July 1, 1986, al buses used for the transportation of school
children shdl be inspected for excessve emissons and/or safety items according to
a staggered gppointment schedule as determined by the Director of Trangportation, or his designee, and
from time to time thereafter as may be required, and the vehicle owner shdl display upon such vehicle
the certificate of ingpection and approva issued to such vehicle until the same shdll expire.

2. The Director of the Department of Trangportation, or his designee, shdl visudly inspect
or cause to be ingpected the lighting, equipment, safety, and sanitary condition of each vehicle to be
used as a school bus before registering any such vehicle as a school bus.

Upon gpprova, said vehicle shdl be designated for a tear-down inspection by gppointment at the State
operated ingpection facility and ingpected annualy or semi-annudly thereefter (regardiess of any transfer
of ownership) according to the staggered appointment schedule. Provided, however, that school buses
less than one year old from the firgt purchase date shdl be exempt from this

pre-registration requirement for the first ten (10) Divison of Motor Vehicle business days from the deate

of regidtration.



3. The Director of Transportation, or his designee, may extend the time within which a
certificate of ingpection and gpprova shdl be obtained by issuing awritten notice to that effect, which
ghdl be maintained in the bus a al times as evidence of such extenson. Said written notice shdl in no
way relieve the owner of the duty and obligation to keep the bus properly equipped and in a safe

condition if it is operated on the public highways.

2.27 - Reection Notice

1 The Director of Transportation, or his designee, may issue and/or affix a notice of
rgjection to any vehicle that fails to pass the required ingpection requirements, or which fails to appear
for a scheduled ingpection. Said rgjection notice shdl not be destroyed or removed from the vehicle
until said vehicle has passed the ingpection requirements, or such remova has been authorized by the

Director of Transportation or his designee.

2.28 - Inspection Reports

Ingpection reports will be issued for each vehicle ingpected. Reports of such ingpections shdl
be filed with the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emisson Control Divison, and said reports shal be avallable
for public ingpection during the usud business hours.
229 - Suspensons

The Director of the Department of Transportation, or his designee, shdl suspend the registration
of any school buswhich:

@ falsto gppear for its appointed scheduled ingpection at the State Inspection Fecility;

(b) failsto pass ingpection;



(© fails to comply with ingpection requirements within five (5) days of the ingpection date
will be subjected to further sugpension for falure to comply with ingpection requirements,

(d) isfound to bein such unsafe condition as to brakes, steering, or other equipment asto
be hazardous to permit it to be driven from the place of ingpection;

(e isfound to be trangporting passengers after its registration has

been suspended for failure to acquire a certificate of inspection and approval.

2.30 - Approva Stickers and Natifications

School bus approva stickers will be issued to every school bus upon find ingpection
and approva. School bus owners, school superintendents, and school committees will be advised of dl
school bus regjections, sugpension, and approvals. The approva sticker will be placed on the windshield
of the school bus in accordance with Inspection Regulation 1.11 being mindful not to obstruct the

operators direct or indirect vison through the mirrors.

ALL EQUIPMENT AND DEVICESUSED IN SCHOOL BUSES SHALL BE MAINTAINED IN

GOOD OPERATING CONDITION.



SECTION 3.0 - REGULATIONS FOR THE OPERATOR OF A SCHOOL BUS

3.1 - An operator of aschool bus must obtain from the Division of Motor Vehicles a ASchool Bus
Operator Certificate@prior to operating any school bus.

To qudify for sad certificate, the operator:

a. must be a least twenty-one (21) years of age and not over sixty-five (65), provided,
however, that an operator between the ages of eighteen (18) and twenty-one (21) who was certified as
aschool bus driver prior to June 27, 1986, shal be exempt from the age provision contained herein.
Individuds over the age of sixty-five (65) may be permitted to operate a bus if hedth and operating
skills permit. An operator possessing a chauffeur=s license at the age of sixty-five (65) may obtain a
School Bus Operator Certificate, depending on driving experience and ability, with the gpprova of the
Deputy Director for Motor Vehicles.

b. Must have held amotor vehicle operator=slicense for at least one year.

C. Must be subject to an annud physicd and/or mentd examination by a qudified physician as
the Deputy Director for Motor Vehicles may prescribe. Physica examinaionsfor al school bus

operators over sixty-five (65) years of age are required every Sx (6) months.



d. Must successfully complete a School Bus Driver Training Course, consisting of classroom
ingruction and behind the whedl training as prescribed by the Director for Trangportation.

e. Must have agood driving record and have no record of crimina offenses involving mord
turpitude.
3.2 - A school bus operator shal not:

a Smoke or havein his possession alighted cigar, cigarette, pipe, or controlled substance;
or

b. consume any beverages while operating the vehicle; or

c. wear any sandds or open-ended shoes while operating the vehicle.
3.3 - A school bus operator shdl not carry on any unnecessary conversation while the vehicleis

in motion.
3.4 - A school bus operator shal not operate the vehicle with any door open.
3.5 - A school bus operator shal not leave the bus unattended while passengers are aboard the
bus.
3.6 - A schoal bus operator shdl not fuel bus while passengers are insgde of bus.
3.7 - The operator shal aways perform a pre-trip walk-around check of the bus to determine
that all equipment isin proper repair and good, safe condition. If adefect isdiscovered, a

written report shal be made with regard to any deficiency, mafunction, or questionable
performance of any of said itemsto the vehicle owner and the transportation supervisor of the
school digtrict or his designee.
3.8 - It shdl bethe responghility of each school bus owner to conform to al the requirements of

Title 31 of the Rhode Idand Generd Laws and to verify that each school bus driver



operaing under its control is properly licensed by obtaining a certificate to thet effect from the
Divison of Motor Vehicles. The vehicle owner shdl verify to the loca superintendent of schools
prior to the commencement of each school year thet al drivers are so licensed.
3.9 - Effective January 1, 1987, the operator shal announce over the public address system the
intention to proceed.
3.10 - The operator shal display the license and school bus operator certificate in the display
case provided by the bus owner, as required by Rhode Idand Genera Laws Section 31-
10-27.
3.11 - The operator must be able to communicate with his passenger a al times.

SECTION 4.0 - SCHOOL BUS OPERATOR TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

4.1 - Traning Prior to Licendng

All training and retraining shdl be performed on a centrdized statewide basis by an agency
approved by the Director of the Department of Transportation. No school bus certificate shdl be
issued for the operation of a school bus until the applicant for such certificate has passed a written
examination and a driving test in a school bus and has successfully completed a minimum of ten (10)
hoursin a safety training course of the operation of school buses administered by an agency approved
by the Director of Transportation.

4.2 - Behind the Whed Ingtruction

Behind the whed ingtruction shdl be limited to actud driving of aschool bus and shdl not
include the use of driving smulators or other non-operationd ingruction. A minimum of three (3) hours
of behind the whedl experience shdl be required in a school bus of the same type as the applicant will

be operating.



4.3 - Traning Prior to License Renewd

No school bus certificate shall be renewed until the applicant for such renewa has successfully
completed a safety training course in school bus operation within the twelve (12) month period
immediately preceding the renewa of the school bus certificate. Each safety training course required as
aprerequidite for renewa of aschool bus operator=s certificate shdl provide aminimum of three (3)
hours of instruction conducted by an agency approved by the Director of Transportation.

4.4 - Indructor Catification

No person shdl be consdered qudified to give the ingtruction required herein unless he has
been approved by the Director of Transportation or his designee.
4.5 - Operation

1. A schoal bus shdl not be driven a any time a arate of Speed exceeding forty-five (45)
miles per hour on limited access highways, or thirty-five (35) miles per hour on dl other highways, and is
subject to dl laws, ordinances, or other regulations of speed limits set forth herein.

2. A school bus shall be brought to a stop not less than fifteen (15) nor more than fifty (50) feet
before reaching the nearest track of arailroad or interurban electric raillway grade crossng. Upon
coming to a complete stop, the entrance door shal be opened and the driver shdl listen for the sound of
an gpproaching train prior to proceeding. Gears must not be shifted while passing over any such
crossing.

3. The operator, when intending to bring a school busto astop in order to receive or discharge
passengers, shdl sgnd such intentions by: (a) activating the amber school bus warning lamps at |east
two hundred fifty (250) feet before the scheduled school bus stop; or (b) activating the red warning

lamps, at least one hundred (100) feet before the scheduled bus stop if the busis not equipped with



amber warning lamps. When the operator has brought the school busto afull and complete stop, the
operator shdl turn on the red warning lamps and shal not open the entrance door to receive or
discharge passengers until it is clear that dl vehicles gpproaching or overtaking the school bus have fully
stopped in recognition of the red flashing sgnd lamps.

4. After dl passengersto be taken on are safely aboard the bus, or al discharged passengers
are safely off the traveled portion of the roadway, the operator shdl switch off the school buswarning
ggnds. If the operator intends to remain stationary in any pogtion on the highway for an extended
period of time, and not take on or discharge passengers during that period of time, he or she shal make
certain that no sgnds are activated, so that the operators of vehicles gpproaching and overtaking the
bus may know that they may safely and legdly passthe bus.

5. Under no circumstances are buses dlowed to pick-up or discharge passengers on limited
access highways.

6. The operator shall admit or discharge passengers as close as practicable to the right-hand
curb or edge of the roadway.

7. No standees shdl be permitted while the busisin operation.

8. No additiond passengers shdl be permitted to board the bus after the maximum seeting
capacity has been reached, and no overloading of the bus by any other meansis permitted.

SECTION 5.0 - REGULATIONS FOR SCHOOL BUS PASSENGERS

5.1 - Thebusoperator isin full charge of the bus and dl passengers must promptly obey the bus
operator=s directions and ingructions.

5.2 - Pupils shdl ride their regularly assigned bus at dl times, unless permisson has been
granted by the school authorities.

5.3 - Except by written permission of school authorities, no pupil shall be permitted to leave the



bus except a his or her regular stop.

5.4 - Each pupil may be assgned a seat in which he will be seeted at dl timeswhile on the
school bus, unless permission to change the assigned sedt is given by the schoal principa
and/or bus operator.

5.5 - Outsde of ordinary conversation, classroom conduct must be observed on the school bus.

5.6 - Pupils shdl asss in keeping the bus clean by keeping their wastepaper off the bus floor.
Pupils shadl dso refrain from throwing refuse out of the windows. To help keep the bus
clean, egting and drinking is not alowed.

5.7 - No pupil will smoke or light matches on a school bus or consume or possess any acohol or
controlled substance.

5.8 - No pupil shall extend his or her head, hands, arms, or legs out of the windows, at any time
regardless of whether the school busisin motion or sanding ill.

5.9 - No pupil shal open awindow on the school bus without first getting permission from the
school bus operator.

5.10 - Pupils must not have in their possession anything that may cause injury to another

passenger, such as sticks, breakable containers, any type of fireearms, straps, or pins
extending from their clothing. No animd is permitted on a school bus, except for muzzied
Aseeing eye@dogs.

5.11 - Each pupil must see that books and persona belongings are kept out of the aide. Specid
permission must be granted by school authorities and the bus operator to trangport any
large items.

5.12 - No pupil shdl tak to the operator more than is necessary while the busisin operation.

5.13 - No pupil shdl gt in the operator=s seet, nor shall any pupil be transported while located
to theimmediate left or right of the driver.

5.14 - Pupils are to remain seated while the busis in motion, and they are not to get off or on the
bus until it has cometo afull stop.

5.15 - Pupils shdl exit the busin an orderly manner, and must obey dl orders of the school bus
operator. They must not cross the highway in front of the bus until given consent to do so by
the school bus operator. When boarding or exiting the bus, pupils should remain in full view

of the operator at al times.



5.16 - Pupils must remain outside of the danger zone and must cross the highway a least ten
(10) feet in front of the school bus and never behind it.

5.17 - Pupils must not stand or play in the roadway while waiting for the bus, and should arrive
at the bus stop before the busis due to arrive.

5.18 - Sdf discipline should be exercised by pupils a the busloading area. Pupils should
refrain from pushing and shoving other pupils while boarding or exiting the bus.

5.19 - Pupils who have to wak some distance aong the highway to or from the bus loading
zone, where practicable, must walk on the left hand side facing the oncoming traffic.

5.20 - Student misconduct on a bus, after an oral or written warning to the student and parent, by
the school committee or its designee will be sufficient reason to discontinue providing bus
trangportation to the student involved.

521 - Intheevent of an actud emergency, emergency exit procedures, as established by the
emergency exit drills, will be followed.

5.22 - Parents of students damaging school buses will be responsible for proper reimbursement
to the school ditrict or bus owner.

5.23 - Pupils shdl not throw any object in, at or out of the school bus.

SECTION 6.0 - REGULATIONS FOR SCHOOL COMMITTEES

6.1 - Distiplinary Rules

All school committees shall adopt written rules designating the disciplinary action to be taken
againg students engaged in misconduct on school buses. No disciplinary action related to bus riding
privileges or sugpension thereof shdl be taken unless in compliance with the school committee=s written
policies on the matter.

6.2 - School Bus Routes

Each school committee shal establish and maintain arecord of al school bus routes within their
jurisdiction within thirty (30) days of the gtart of the schoal year, and the public shdl have aright to
ingpect same during regular business hours. The school bus routes shdl be sent to the local police chief
for review of possble safety hazards within ninety (90) days of the start of the school yesr.

6.3 - School Bus Monitors

Each school committee shdl provide a bus monitor sixteen (16) years of age or older on dl
school-bound and home-bound bus routes for grades kindergarten through grade five (5), unlessa
variance has been obtained from the Department of Education.




SECTION 7.0 - RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COORDINATOR OF SCHOOL BUS
TRANSPORTATION

The Coordinator of School Bus Transportation shall assure that every agpplicant gpproved for a
ASchool Bus Operator Certificate@is of good character, good hedlth, and has a good driving record,
by performing the following actions:

1. Obtaining awritten State and Locad crimina record

2. Review of aphysicd examination report completed by aphysician

3. Initid Review of a Certified Driver record to determine the operator driving history and a
periodic check of the operator=s driving record will be conducted to determine whether the operator is
dtill entitled to aschool bus certificate.

4. Edablishment of afilefor each school bus driver containing the following information and
documents:

a) Application for aschool bus certificate

b) Physica examination report

¢) State and Loca Bureau of Crimind Investigation reports

d) Driver records

€) Reports of involvement in any school bus accident

f) Road test results

g) Driver Training and retraining reports and certificates

h) Correspondence

I) Certificate Number and Date issued

j) Other appropriate records



5. Periodic review of dl records pertaining to certified school bus operators with regard to
established criteriafor denying a school bus certificate.

6. Edtablish in conjunction with the agency designated by the Director of Transportation aten
(20) hour education program, athree (3) hour recertification program, and aroad test if required.

7. Promote school bus safety throughout the State of Rhode Idand.

8. Asss in development of the ingpection process for school buses.

REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS GOVERNING

TRANSPORTATION OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

TRANSPORTATION

1.0 - Responghility

All handicapped children who need specid transportation as arelated service and as
determined by the eva uation process and described in the IEP shdl be provided such service. It shadl
include free transportation to and from home (door to door, if necessary) to the educationd program in
which he/sheisenralled. It shdl aso include free transportation to and from clinica, diagnostic and
therapeutic facilities when the clinical, diagnostic and therapeutic services are necessary either to
complete the child=s evauation or to provide the services required by hisher |EP.

2.0 - Transportation Needs of Handicapped Children




2.1 - Handicapped children needing transportation as a Arelated service@are those children whose
mental, emotiona or physical handicaps are such that they need this related service to assist them to
benefit from specid education, that is they need specid trangportation to get them to the specid
education program in order to benefit from it. The determination as to whether their handicapping
condition requires this service (pecid trangportation) is made through the eva uative process, the
requirement that the service be provided is contained in the child=s individualized education program.
When such transportation is provided, it must meet the requirements of the Registry of Motor Vehicles
for the trangportation of school children and the following regulations of the Board of Regents for the
Trangportation of Handicapped Children.

211 - Seat belts or harnesses shdl be used to secure the children while the vehicle isin motion.

2.2.2 - A minimum of one aide assigned to each bus. Such aide, in addition to providing generd care
and supervision of al handicapped children on such bus shall dso provide assstance (from street leve
entrance of dweling) to such children lacking the mohility to leave the home and board transportation
vehicles, and shdl further assst such children in debarking the vehicle and entering the school. When
children are transported to dlinicd, diagnostic and thergpeutic facilities, determination of whether abus
adeis necessary shdl be based on ajudgment of the LEA Multi disciplinary Team.

2.1.3 - Hydraulic lifts or other appropriate specid devices shdl be provided on specid busesto
accommodate children with unique problems, whaose lack of mohility to enter or exit vehidleswould
pose potentid harm to themselves or those trying to help them.

2.14 - School digtricts shdl provide in-service training for administrative personnd, drivers and aides
affiliated with gpecid trangportation services in order that they may effectively ded with handicapped

children and understand the problems faced by the parents of such children.



2.15 - In order to insure that safety and well being of al handicapped on any given vehicle, the
transgportation of children with known disruptive behavior problems shdl be done in a sdective manner
and with sufficient assistance by aides (more than one ade, if necessary) who are appropriately trained
and physcaly able to cope with such behavior.

2.1.6 - Scheduling of transportation vehicles shdl be planned whenever possible in such a manner asto
provide the least amount of travel time necessary to transport handicapped children from home to
school and back home again.

2.2 - Thereisasecond category of handicapped children who require transportation to school. Itis
not because of their handicap that these children must be trangported, but rather, because of the
distance between their home and school. For these children, transportation must meet the requirements
of the Regigtry of Motor Vehiclesfor the transportation of school children. The Regulations of the
Board of Regents for Transportation do not apply, because transportation is not provided as a Arelated
service@but merely as a service provided to dl children in the digtrict who live a certain distance form
the school.

2.3 - Thethird category of handicapped children includes those who do not need transportation, Since
their handicapping condition does not require it and since the distance from their home to schoal is not
aufficient to requireit.

INDEX TO STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BUSES IN RHODE ISLAND AS OF 1986

(* Subject to change by legidtive action)
RIGL Section
16-7-16 Deinitions

16-21-1 Transportation of public and private school pupils



31-1-3(1)
31-6-1
31-10-5
31-10-5.1
31-10-27
31.11-21.1
31-20-11

31-20-12

31-20-12.1
31-20-13
31-20-17
31-21-6
31-21-10.3
31-21-17.1
31-22-10
31-22-10.1
31-22-11
31-22-11.1
31-22-11.2
31-22-11.3

31-22-11.4

Types of Vehicles
Regigtration of school buses
Specia Age Redtrictions for Drivers for Compensation
School Bus driver annud training
License to be carried and exhibited on demand
Pendty for employing of unlicensed/unauthorized operator
Marking of school buses - pendty for violation
Stopping for school bus required
- Pendity for violation
Private complaint - passing a school bus
School buses stopped on divided highway or loading zone
Stopping for crossing - Guards school bus monitors required
Admission or discharge of passengers
School bus stops - Routes
Private complaint - stopping for crossing guard/bus monitor
Regulations as to school buses
Insurance for school buses
Inspection of school buses
Enforcement of ingpections of school buses
Maintenance of school buses
Random ingpection of school buses

School bus drivers pretrip inspection



31-22-11.5

31-23-41

31-23-42

31-23-42.1

31-23-42.2

31-23-43

31-23-44

31-23-45

31-23-53

31-23-53

31-23-54

31-30-11.1

31-41-4

Use of school bus with suspended registration, expired, ingpection -

Pendlty

SAfety betsin public service vehicles

Frg ad kit and heating equipment in school bus

Specid mirrors on school buses

Power equipment on school buses

Whed safety chocks

Approved type of wheels safety chocks -
Enforcement of requirements

Tiretreads

School buses - Fire extinguishers

School bus public address sound system

Speedometer and odometer

Signding of Stopsfor school buses

Violations to which gpplicable and schedule



